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MP calls for raising decade-old
cost of living allowance 

Lawmaker proposes establishing new governorate
By B Izzak and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Opposition MP Khaled Al-Otaibi yesterday
questioned why the government did not raise the cost
of living allowance for the past decade despite a steep
rise in prices. In a question to Finance Minister Nayef
Al-Hajraf, the lawmaker said that the council of minis-
ters decided in 2008 to grant Kuwaitis with a cost of
living of KD 120 monthly to cope with an increase in
prices and inflation rate. He said that since then, the
government did not consider raising the allowance
despite the increase in the cost of living in the country.

The lawmaker said that ahead of deciding the
allowance in 2008, a government spokesman said that
it was based on a comprehensive study conducted by
the finance ministry and a number of government
departments in cooperation with the World Bank that
included revising salaries and other benefits enjoyed

by employees. He asked if the ministry has conducted
a similar study in the past 10 years and demanded
copies of such studies, and if not he asked for the rea-
sons why the study was not made.

Otaibi asked the minister if the existing cost of liv-
ing allowance has been revised and its value com-
pared with the cost of living at present. He demanded
the rates of inflation since 2009 and asked about the
ministry’s role in facing the continuous rise in such
rates and their negative impact on the incomes of mid-
dle and low income families.

MP Osama Al-Shaheen meanwhile proposed the
establishment of a new governorate in the country
besides the six governorates to accommodate new
areas in the south of the country. He said the new gov-
ernorate should include Sabah Al-Ahmad City, Wafra
and Khairan in addition to a number of neighboring
areas. The new governorate should have its own edu-

cational, health and security authorities.
Deputy Speaker Essa Al-Kandari submitted a pro-

posal yesterday to set up a national council for women
to be entrusted with reviewing proposals and draft
laws relating to women affairs before they are
approved by the national assembly. Kandari said that
the council should consist of a number of female
experts who have experience in women’s affairs,
adding that the council must be consulted before the
national assembly approves any draft law relating to
women or that could impact their affairs. 

Exemptions
In other news,  member of the parliamentary

human resources committee Saleh Ashour said the
committee asked the government to cancel the
exemptions given to certain sectors from setting a
specific ratio to appoint Kuwaitis, such as private uni-

versities, hospitals, hotels and touristic companies.
Ashour added that government responses concerning
replacing expats with citizens are good, but still
below par, stressing that the committee will continue
following up the Civil Service Commission’s perform-
ance in this regard.

Moreover, Ashour said that the recent rally in Irada
Square conveyed a message to the government, show-
ing that people are dissatisfied with the grants and
loans given to other countries worth billions of dinars,
namely those who stood against Kuwait during the
Iraqi invasion, while the Kuwaiti people are overbur-
dened with loan interest. “The government must
resolve this social dilemma,” he underlined. In the
meantime, MP Hamdan Al-Azmi said that the new dis-
ability bill is still being studied and demanded that it
should include bedoons and children of Kuwaiti
women in it.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: A blind Kuwaiti named Abdul Rahman
Ghareer Al-Adwani launched volume one of an audio
copy of Kuwait’s constitution after he managed to
record it all with his voice. Speaking at a press con-
ference in Kaifan, Adwani expressed a desire to
present his creative idea to HH the Amir himself. 

Allegations refuted
Deputy director of the disabled authority for

medical, psychological and social services Hanadi
Al-Mebaileesh responded to recent social media
videos showing a four-year old girl named Fajr, who
suffers from kinetic disability and has allegedly
been in Mubarak Hospital for three years after her
family abandoned her and stopped visiting her.
Mebaileesh said the authority verified the story and
managed to contact the girl’s father through its ‘dis-
abled friends teams’, and discovered that the social

media report was false and that the child has a dis-
ability certificate issued by the authority. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait Ports Authority strongly
denied accusations on social media networks and
accounts concerning allegations of squandering
public funds through a tender to utilize and manage
the parking lots at the ports’ complex building. It
stressed that the tender had been legally adminis-
tered and advertised in the official gazette on May
6, 2018, before Ali Alghanim and Sons won it. 

Years of experience
Chairman of the oil and petrochemical indus-

tries workers’ confederation Mohammed Hamad
Al-Hajeri congratulated all oil sector workers on
the approval of the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
chairman to take the previous years of experience
of new recruits appointed before April 1, 2018
into consideration on getting promoted to higher
positions. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: A drug dealer was arrested yesterday with pos-
session of 15 kilograms of drugs found inside his Fahaheel
residence. Detectives had obtained a warrant to raid the
suspect’s apartment following investigations in which
detectives found evidence of his activity in trading drugs.
Ten kilograms of heroin, three kilograms of hashish and
two kilograms of shabu (methamphetamine) were found
inside the apartment. The Asian man was referred to the
proper authorities for further action.

Sixth Ring Road accident
A motorist was injured when his sedan crashed into a

car carrier trailer on the Sixth Ring Road yesterday.
Firefighters used special equipment to free the man who
became trapped inside his wrecked vehicle, before para-
medics rushed him to the hospital. An investigation was
opened to reveal the cause of the accident.

Homicide probe
A homicide investigation was opened in the death of a

Kuwaiti man who was found dead inside his Mubarak Al-
Kabeer with fatal stab wounds. Police responded to an
emergency call made by the victim’s daughter who said
that she found her father dead in the house’s yard.
Paramedics pronounced the victim dead on the scene, and
the body was recovered by the coroner, Al-Rai reported
yesterday.

Blind citizen releases audio
copy of constitution

15 kg drugs
found with
Fahaheel dealer

A vehicle trapped under the bed of a car carrier trailer
following an accident home yesterday.


