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Pompeo to visit Kuwait in March for
strategic dialogue meeting: Jarallah

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
has stated that US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
would visit Kuwait next month to partake in the third ses-
sion of the Kuwaiti-US Strategic Dialogue. Jarallah made
the announcement while speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of his participation in Canadian embassy’s cele-
bration of the National Flag Day on Sunday.

The third session of the Kuwaiti-US Strategic
Dialogue was scheduled on January 15, 2019, but was
adjourned when Pompeo cut short his regional tour and
cancelled the planned visit to Kuwait to return to the US
to partake in the funeral of a family member. In a phone
call with Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah after the visit post-
ponement, Pompeo said he was looking forward to visit
Kuwait to hold the third Strategic Dialogue Session.

Agreement signing
According to Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for

the Americas Reem Al-Khaled, signing an agreement to
boost their ongoing Strategic Dialogue and others in
defense, security and economic affairs would be on the
agenda of Pompeo’s visit to Kuwait. The strategic dia-
logue would also deliberate topics of defense, education,
economics, consulate and customs affairs, civil aviation
and cyber security - with the matters of trade and scien-
tific research be introduced to the fold for the very first
time, Jarallah noted.

Meanwhile, Jarallah affirmed that Kuwait remains
firmly against normalization of relations with Israel, as
long as there is no justice and a comprehensive solution
to the Palestinian issue. “It is painful that there is still
doubt regarding the Kuwaiti position on the Palestinian
issue,” he said, stressing that Kuwait’s position has not
changed and continues to be supportive of the
Palestinian cause at all levels. He pointed out that Kuwait
is a member of the UN Security Council and therefore it
is unreasonable to not participate in international confer-
ences, stressing that Kuwait went to protect the rights of
the Palestinian people and discuss issues of concern in
the region. Jarallah pointed out that there are many
issues addressed at Warsaw Summit affecting the Middle
East and therefore it is logical to interact and participate
in such conferences.

Improving relation
On relations with Canada, Jarallah hailed the steadily

growing and improving relation and cooperation on all
levels and realms with the north American country. He
disclosed that Kuwait was planning to hold a major eco-
nomic forum in Canada in April. The forum would tackle
important issues relative to investment, economic and
energy sectors. Jarallah recalled the supportive stance of
Canada during the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990 and

its participation in the Kuwait liberation war.
In the meantime, Canada’s Ambassador to Kuwait

Louis-Pierre Emond said that his country is proud of the
strength of the bilateral relationship with Kuwait. “After just
four months in Kuwait, I have really gotten to see and
understand the breadth of that relationship in terms of
commerce, investment, education, defense and diplomacy,”
he said in a speech at the ceremony. He mentioned the
growing number of Canadian companies doing business in
Kuwait as part of ongoing efforts to help Canadian compa-
nies diversify their export markets are working. “The focus
is still on oil and gas but we are working hard on identify-
ing potential projects in new areas such as infrastructure,
life sciences, food and agri-food products, and information
and communications technology,” he pointed out.

Important investment
In this regard, the Ambassador pointed out an

announcement made in early February of an ‘important
new investment in Canada’ by Canada Kuwait
Petrochemical Corporation (CKPC), a joint-venture
between Kuwait’s Petrochemical Industries Company
(PIC) and the Canada-based Pembina. “This important

announcement showcases the strength of our economy
and the confidence it inspires in foreign investors,” he
said. “This should pave the way for more investment
projects in Canada by new players, and expansion for
partners already present in the market.”

The Ambassador also mentioned that there are nearly
400 Kuwaiti students who joined colleges in Canada this
year. “Our education links continue to grow and we are
extremely proud to see the number of Kuwaiti students
continue to grow every year,” he said. Diplomatically, the
ambassador mentioned the visit of Canada’s Governor

General to Kuwait this past January, saying that “this
short but worthwhile visit underlines the importance we
put on our bilateral relationship.” Furthermore,
Ambassador Emond stressed Kuwait’s ‘important role’
that it plays on the world stage advocating for peaceful
solutions, for dialogue and communication, saying that
this goes in line with Canada’s approach. Finally, the
Ambassador extended congratulations to His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for
the 13th anniversary of his ascension to power, and to
Kuwait on the National Day and Liberation Day.
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KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah (center) and Canada’s Ambassador to Kuwait Louis-Pierre
Emond (left) cut the cake during the Canadian embassy’s celebration of the National Flag Day. — KUNA

Saudi Arabia
commemorates
Kuwait’s
National Day
RIYADH: King Abdulaziz Center for World
Culture (Ithra) announced Sunday hosting
series of events, celebrations, and activities
between February 25 and March 2 to com-
memorate Kuwait’s National Day. The
events and activities will shed light on
Kuwaiti cultural heritage, as well as high-
lighting various aspects of Kuwaiti art and
culture, Ithra said in a press statement. In
collaboration with the Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Cultural Center, Ithra will host the
first-ever theatrical musical performance
‘Where are you heading this evening? The
80s Show’ outside Kuwait, taking the audi-
ence back to Kuwait’s iconic television
programs in the 1980s. It will also host
Kuwaiti author Hmoud Al-Shayji for an
exclusive book signing of his latest work
(Jaleela), in which he highlights the evolu-
tion of story and novel in the Gulf region
through various social, intellectual, and

musical transformations. Ithra will also
organize ‘Poetry Diwaniyah,’ recital inter-
active sessions of national and folklore
poems by some of the renowned Kuwaiti
poets and writers, and in participation with
the visitors. Other activities include Sadou
workshop, in which children are taught the
basics of traditional wool weaving in a
modern learning environment, and how to
make beautiful wool medallions that they
can then take home as souvenirs. There will
also be a pearl workshop, in which children
will learn about the traditional and ancient
craft of pearls, and how to extract pearls,
group them by size, and make necklaces
from them. The events will also include a
live cooking session, called ‘Al-Shaiba
recipe,’ by Ismael Murad, the first disabled
Chef in Kuwait and Gulf region, who will
display traditional Kuwaiti cuisine, in addi-
tion to food tasting and making traditional
Kuwaiti sweets.

Inaugurated officially in 2017, King
Abdulaziz Center for World Culture aims
to accelerate potential through encourag-
ing creativity, inspiring minds, and
empowering talent. Ithra is an all-purpose
cultural center. It has created an environ-
ment for transformative experiences to
unlock the power of potential through
mastery in arts, science, literature, and
innovation. — KUNA

Zain sponsors
‘Kuwait Al-Khair’
charity market 
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in Kuwait, announced
its main sponsorship of the 45th edition of the ‘Kuwait Al-Khair’ Charity
Market organized by the International Islamic Charitable Organization’s
Help Your Muslim Brother Committee. The event was held in Sheraton
Kuwait Hotel under the patronage and presence of Minister of Social
Affairs Saad Al-Kharraz.

Zain’s support to this charity event came in line with its Corporate
Sustainability and Social Responsibility Strategy that closely focuses on
supporting national talents who own small businesses as well as in line
with the company’s commitment towards supporting humanitarian and
charity initiatives. The company strongly believes that such initiatives help
infuse a sense of responsibility into members of the society, and help sup-
port those who are in need of help.

‘Kuwait Al-Khair’ charity market mainly aimed at gathering national
talents who own unique small businesses to offer their products and serv-
ices to visitors. The market featured over 30 booths, offering a wide range
of products, including fashion, accessories, handcrafts, furniture, food, and
more. Part of the event’s proceeds were dedicated to supporting under-
privileged students in Kuwait under the supervision of the International
Islamic Charitable Organization’s Help Your Muslim Brother Committee
which organized the market. 

Zain is committed to enrich the culture of giving and social contribution
through launching charity campaigns and supporting such initiatives
adopted by leading non-profit organizations inside and outside of Kuwait.
Zain prides itself on its long track of records and contributions it has put in
philanthropic areas over the years, being one of the leading companies in
the private sector. During Ramadan of last year, Zain launched its humanitar-
ian campaign entitled ‘Zain Al-Oyoon’ in partnership with Direct Aid and
YouTube star Omar Farouq (Omar Tries). The campaign raised KD 32,000
within 5 days to build two camps for treating eye diseases, which benefited
over 800 people in Africa. Zain was also the Platinum Partner of Nurture and
Educate Students Today’s (NEST) educational campaign, entitled
#Rock_Paper_Pen, which mainly aimed at raising donations for the benefit of
building three new schools set to serve 820 students in the Republic of Chad. 

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs Saad Al-Kharraz with the event’s top guests and Zain officials.
The King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra).

Top Chinese
delegation 
concludes
visit to Kuwait
KUWAIT: A high-level Chinese delegation con-
cluded its visit to Kuwait yesterday after two days
discussions with senior state officials on bolstering
economic cooperation. The visit came to fulfill a
memo signed between the two sides concerning the
development of Madinat Al-Harir (Silk City) and
other five Kuwaiti Islands. The delegation met with
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Speaker of the National Assembly
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, and First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

During the visit, the Chinese delegation headed
by Vice Chairman of the National Development and
Reform Commission of the People’s Republic of
China Ning Jizhe held talks with CEO of the

Apparatus for Developing Silk City and Boubyan
Island Faisal Al-Medlej, members of Board of
Trustees and Secretary General of the Supreme
Planning Council Dr Khalid Mahdi. Discussions
focused on ways to enhance bilateral economic
cooperation between the two countries and activat-
ing memorandums of developing Silk City and other
five Kuwaiti Islands.

Medlej, accompanied with the Chinese delega-
tion, went on a helicopter tour that was set off from
Abdullah Al-Mubarak base to Boubyan, Warba and
Failaka Islands, and part of Al-Subbiya to see the
location of the Silk City and Mubarak port. The
Chinese delegation expressed the keenness to
accelerate the implementation of the construction
and development of Mubarak port, which will con-
tribute to the creation of a safe crossing and trade
zone in the region. The delegation stressed the seri-
ousness of the Chinese companies and institutions
in the implementation of the Silk City project which
will positively affect the economic and development
of Kuwait and neighboring countries. Talks with the
Chinese side reviewed the first phase of the Silk
City project, which aims to establish a regional
trade zone in Mubarak Port, a logistics area for
goods, an international airport and railways for
transporting goods and people, and an industrial

city to embrace small and medium enterprises.
Chinese experts’ council members were adopted
during the meeting. It included members from China
Development Bank, Huawei, Alibaba, Chinese
Construction and Communications Companies,
Shanghai Ports Corporation and Peking University,
as well as other concerned parties in developing the
studies and plans required for the implementation of
Silk City. The two sides agreed to cooperate with
the Chinese Construction and Communications
Company to initiate the collection of information,
and to develop a work program for the investment,
implementation and operation of Mubarak Port for
the phase 1, either through long-term leasing or
through Public-private partnerships. The 35-mem-
ber delegation arrived in Kuwait last Saturday on a
two-day visit. 

The Chinese delegation included officials from
state Development and Reform Council, the Chinese
Civil Planning Institute, the State Development
Bank, State Transport Company of China and gov-
ernment bodies involved in infrastructure and mega
projects. Kuwaiti Ambassador to China Sameh
Hayat, Chinese Ambassador to the country Li
Minggang, and members of the Chinese Embassy
were seen off by the Chinese top official and his
accompanying delegation. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Vice Chairman of the National Development and Reform Commission of
the People’s Republic of China Ning Jizhe (right) with Kuwaiti Ambassador to
China Sameh Hayat. — KUNA


