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Govt keen on equality among citizens over consumer loans 
KUWAIT: The government reaffirmed yesterday keen-
ness on enforcing justice and equality among all citizens,
while also preventing any measure that would under-
mine the national economy, following a briefing by the
state’s top banker. The government was reacting to a
briefing by Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait
Mohammad Al-Hashel on consumer loans, and
explained that less than one percent of debtors are
experiencing trouble in repayments.

Hashel said the total value of consumer loans is KD
989 million ($3.253 billion), while the total value of
housing loans is KD 12 billion ($39.5 billion), a statement
by Deputy Premier and Minister of State for Cabinet
Anas Al-Saleh said. Hashel said the number of debtors is
552,000 people, but only 4,677 of them, or less than
one percent, have trouble repaying their loans.

The Cabinet members also discussed the govern-
ment’s efforts to address the situation of some people
who were unable to repay their loans, through the
establishment of a special fund through which the gov-
ernment allocated around KD 800 million ($2.63 billion)
to address the financial situation of 34,174 people. In a
previous statement, Executive Director of the supervi-
sion sector at the Central Bank Waleed Al-Awadhi had
said there are 429,000 Kuwaiti debtors, who represent
90 percent of the workforce under the age of 50. 

On Saturday, around 400 people gathered in Irada
Square opposite the National Assembly to call upon HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to
write off their loans. A large number of lawmakers have
said they will support such a move when it comes up for
debate in the Assembly, while the government insists it
will not scrap the loans. On Sunday, MP Thamer Al-
Sumait said the living conditions of Kuwaiti citizens
must occupy the top of priorities of lawmakers and that
the government must carefully understand the message
of the Kuwaiti people. — Agencies  

Amir fetes graduating police cadets

KUWAIT: HH the Amir and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah attends the graduation ceremony of the 45th batch of police
cadets at the Saad Al-Abdullah Academy for Security Sciences yesterday. (Right) Cadets rush to meet their families at the end of the graduation ceremony. — Photos by
Amiri Diwan and Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 3)

News in brief
Pompeo to visit Kuwait next month

CAIRO: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo will
visit Kuwait next month to hold the third round of
strategic dialogue between the two countries,
KUNA quoted Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah as saying on Sunday. Pompeo visited several
Arab capitals in January, including in Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar. He had to cut short his Middle
East trip to return to the United States for a family
funeral. — Reuters 

MBS not seeking to buy Man Utd

DUBAI: Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman is not seeking to buy Premier League
football club Manchester United, the kingdom’s
Media Minister Turki Al-Shabanah said yesterday,
denying reports and adding that there had only
been a meeting with the Saudi wealth fund
regarding sponsorship. On Sunday, British news-
paper The Sun said the crown prince was in a
£3.8-billion takeover bid for one of football’s most
popular clubs. — Reuters 

UAE inks major deals with Raytheon 

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates
announced yesterday it had signed deals worth
more than $1.6 billion for the purchase of Patriot
missile launchers from US arms giant Raytheon,
state media said. The deals, inked on the second
day of an international military exhibition in Abu
Dhabi, come a day after the UAE announced it
would buy $353 million worth of Patriot missiles
from Raytheon. — AFP 

Iran self-sufficient in gasoline

DUBAI: Iran has become self-sufficient in gaso-
line production, Iranian Oil  Minister Bijan
Zanganeh said yesterday after the inauguration of
the third phase of the Persian Gulf Star Refinery
in the southern port city of Bandar Abbas.
“Fortunately, we do not need to import gasoline
anymore. We have reached self-sufficiency. We
can export our produced gasoline but have no
export plans,” Zanganeh was quoted as saying by
Iran’s state TV. — Reuters 

KUWAIT: Those holding forged Kuwaiti citizenship
and those who got it using fake documents are being
exposed one by one, informed sources told Al-Rai daily.
The sources explained that the latest case involves 308
people belonging to the same tribe of Iraqi origins who
hold forged citizenships, adding that residency detec-
tives had been working on the case for a while and that
four out of the five main suspects involved in it had
died, while the fifth is currently in his sixties. 

The case goes back to when a Kuwaiti - who was
infertile - got married to an Iraqi woman who had four
children from an earlier marriage to an Iraqi, said the
sources, noting that the citizen added them to his citi-
zenship files as his own, and thus they got Kuwaiti citi-
zenship, along with their children and grandchildren,
and enjoyed all privileges granted to citizens. 

Security sources said residency detectives were
tipped off concerning this major case a month ago,
and accordingly a citizen in his sixties was arrested
and confessed that his Iraqi mother had added him and
his three Iraqi brothers to her Kuwaiti husband’s
dossier, adding that all his brothers had died. However,
further investigations showed that the total number of
the four fake citizens’ children and grandchildren add
up to 308, who have been enjoying citizen privileges
for decades. —  Al-Rai

308 people of same 
family hold forged 
Kuwaiti citizenship KUWAIT: The issue of bedoons seems to be near-

ing a decisive solution following more than four
decades of arguments, well-informed sources told
Al-Qabas daily, noting that the original nationalities
of over 90 percent of bedoons have been identi-
fied, and thus they will no longer be considered as
stateless. On the other hand, the sources stressed
that those who actually deserve Kuwaiti citizenship
are much closer to getting it following years of
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistani President Arif Alvi confers the
country’s highest civilian award, the Nishan-e-Pakistan
(Order of Pakistan), on Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman at the President House yesterday. — AFP 

PULWAMA: A house in which militants are suspected to have sheltered is in flames
after a gunfight between rebels and security forces yesterday. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman has ordered the release of
about 2,100 Pakistani prisoners from the kingdom’s jails
during a high-profile visit to Islamabad, Pakistan’s
information minister said yesterday. Prince Mohammed
arrived in Pakistan on Sunday at the beginning of an
Asian tour, which will include China. Saudi Arabia on
Sunday signed investment agreements with Pakistan
worth $20 billion.

The crown prince had “ordered the immediate
release of 2,107 Pakistani prisoners”, after a request by
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, Information

Minister Fawad Chaudhry said in a post on Twitter. The
fate of thousands of Pakistani workers locked up in jails
across the Middle East is a sensitive issue in Pakistan,
where there is a perception the prisoners are mostly
poor laborers who have no real legal recourse. Huge
numbers of Pakistanis travel to the Middle East every
year, with many working on construction sites or as
domestic helpers. The remittances they send back are
vital for Pakistan’s dollar-starved economy. 

Saudi Arabia also vowed to “de-escalate” rising ten-
sions between Pakistan and India as Prince Mohammed
prepared to travel from Islamabad to New Delhi. “Our
objective is to try to de-escalate tensions between the
two countries, neighboring countries, and to see if there
is a path forward to resolving those differences peace-
fully,” said Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir.
Following the pledge, the crown prince - widely known
as MBS - held a series of meetings yesterday afternoon
with the Pakistani leadership before flying on to India. 
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SRINAGAR: Indian troops suffered
new losses yesterday in a battle with
Kashmir militants that left nine dead,
officials said, just days after a major sui-
cide bomb attack escalated tensions
with neighboring Pakistan. The con-
frontation piled more pressure on the
Indian government, which has blamed
Pakistan for last Thursday’s suicide
attack on a convoy that killed at least 41
paramilitaries. Several hours of shooting
rocked the Pulwama district, south of

Kashmir’s main city of Srinagar, after
officials said four soldiers, a policeman,
three militants and a civilian were killed
in the latest clash.

An army major was among the dead,
along with three militants from the
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) group which claimed last week’s
attack, military and police officials said.
Six senior army men including a
brigadier and a lieutenant colonel were
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