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Slalom king Marcel Hirscher wins 
record-equalling seventh world title
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Hirscher, admits it might be his last world championships

LOS ANGELES: Justin Thomas eagled the first
hole of the third round Saturday to open a one-
shot lead over Adam Scott at the rain-hit Genesis
Open, where Tiger Woods was surging as dark-
ness halted play.

Thomas and Australia’s Scott shared the 36-
hole lead on 11-under par after both completed
six-under par 65s in the rain-delayed second
round.

Thomas, who had 14 birdies in the 30 holes he
played on Friday, kept the momentum going over
six second-round holes on Saturday morning
with a birdie at the fifth and a par at the par-
three sixth  — where he used a wedge on the
green to chip over the distinctive bunker in the
middle of the putting surface.

Hours later he rolled in a 13-foot eagle putt at
Riviera Country Club’s par-five first hole to move
to 13-under par, separating himself from Scott
who birdied the same hole before both parred
the second.

Americans Patrick Rodgers and J.B. Holmes
were both 11-under par with 16 holes to play.

“It just is such a long day,” Thomas said. “It’s
good to get off to a good start and go home and
get some rest.”

The third round was set to resume at 6:45 am
(1445 GMT), as organizers pushed to complete a
tournament that lost seven hours to a rain delay
on Thursday.

“It’s not going to be light yet,” said Woods,
noting that players warming up for a 7 am start
on Saturday could barely see.

Thomas, facing the prospect of playing 33-
plus holes today, noted that the forecast also
called for more rain and brisk winds.  “I’m going
to need to be patient because I’m playing so
many holes,” he said, “stay in it emotionally and
stay patient, see what we can do.”

Scott, too, was bracing for a lot of golf, but
said that also offered an opportunity. “It’s a big
day, a lot of golf,” Scott said. “It’s a great day to
get your rhythm early and make a move ... hope-
fully by the middle of the final round you’ve tak-
en a whole bunch of guys out of the equation.”

Tournament host Woods, who made the cut
with one stroke to spare, wasn’t ready to be
counted out. He was five-under through his first
four holes to vault into a tie for 14th at six-
under par.

“Made a couple of putts,” said Woods, whose
struggles this week on the greens included four
three-putts in the first round. He rolled in a five-
foot birdie putt at the 10th, followed that up with
a 10-footer for eagle at 11, a 21-foot birdie at 12
and a 10-footer at 13.

“I putted well,” Woods said. “Hit a lot of good
shots.” But Woods was short of the green with
his third shot from the rough at the par-five 17th
when he departed the course, facing a tough up
and down when play resumes.

“I’ve got some work to do,” Woods said. I’ve
got to get up and down at 17. Number 18’s not
going to be playing short with these tempera-
tures. “It’s going to be a tough day for all of us
and one that we’re going to have to f ight
through.” — AFP
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ARE: Imperious Marcel Hirscher blitzed yesterday’s
slalom to equal a record seven world titles in an
Austrian podium sweep that handed the alpine power-
house a first gold of the world championships in Are.

Wearing bib number three, Hirscher laid down an
outstanding first run on the Olympia course that com-
pletely outclassed the field and was the bedrock of a
comprehensive victory-his third world slalom title
after 2013 and 2017. Hirscher, in what he admitted
might be his last world championships, timed a com-
bined total of 2min 05.86sec, with Michael Matt tak-
ing silver and Marco Schwarz bronze, at 0.65 and
0.76sec respectively.

“Today I think it was really
much better than, for exam-
ple, four days ago,” Hirscher
said of his fitness, having
competed in the giant slalom
(in which he won silver) with
a heavy cold.

“I really want to thank my
whole team because they
made this possible. They
worked really hard to bring
me here in the starting gate.

“It’s unbelievable. After
2013, 2017 and now 2019, maybe my last world champs,
so it’s finally good to have another gold medal.”

His third world slalom title draws him level with com-
patriot Toni Sailer for a record seven world titles in all
events, two coming in the team event.

Hirscher, on track for a record eighth consecutive
World Cup overall title this season, is also just the third
man to win successive slalom world titles after
Sweden’s Ingemar Stenmar (1978-82) and Swiss Rudolf
Rominger (1938-39).

France’s Alexis Pinturault was sat in second after the

first run, chasing a third medal of these worlds having
snapped up combined gold and giant slalom bronze.

But he fluffed his lines on the second run to eventu-
ally finish fourth behind the Austrian triumvirate, almost
a second off Hirscher.

“I knew that Alexis was not in the lead,” Hirscher
said of his tactics in the second descent.

“So in the first part I tried to push it really, really
hard. Then there were two or three gates where it was
bumpy, hopefully stay safe there and then into the finish
line, another attack.” Switzerland’s Ramon Zenhaeusern,
who was in electric form winning all four of his head-

to-head races as he helped
Switzerland win team event
gold, was only 12th fastest
after the first leg, paying a
costly price for a mistake
seven turns from the bottom.

But he shot into the most
significant early lead with a
solid second run, holding
that until Matt came down in
2:06.51. Then came the top
three. First down was
Schwarz, the combined
bronze medallist and part of

Austria’s silver medal-winning squad in the team event
who shot into second behind Matt.

Pinturault, enjoying a 0.79sec advantage out of the
start gate, increased that in the first intermediary as he
attacked down the Olympia course.

But that went into the red as he slid badly around
one tight turn, the Frenchman left shaking his head in
regret in the finish area. All eyes then turned on
Hirscher, who had a huge 1.35sec deficit.

The 29-year-old didn’t show any signs of stress,
however, staying low and centred as he took the upper

section of the course by the scruff of its neck before
easing off in the midsection and then turning aggressive
once again over the final roll into the finish area.

Zenhaeusern eventually finished a very creditable
fifth, with another Austrian, Manuel Feller, in sixth.

Fancied Frenchman Clement Noel, winner of this
season’s Wengen and Kitzbuehel slaloms, came in sev-
enth (+1.09) and Norway’s giant slalom gold medallist
Henrik Kristoffersen eighth, a further three-hundredths
adrift. —AFP

ARE: (L to R) Third placed Austria’s Marco Schwarz, winner Austria’s Marcel Hirscher and second placed
Austria’s Michael Matt celebrate during the medal ceremony of the men’s slalom event at the 2019 FIS Alpine
Ski World Championships at the National Arena in Are, Sweden, yesterday. — AFP

ADELAIDE: Nelly Korda added to an amazing family
tradition of winning top titles Down Under by claiming
the LPGA Australian Open by two shots in Adelaide
and celebrating with a scissors kick yesterday.

The world number 16 American has been the form
player of recent months, and has now scored two wins
and two other top three finishes in her last five events.
In carding a 17-under-par 271, holding off South
Korean challenger Ko Jin-young, Korda joined her
father, sister and brother in being crowned an Open
champion on Australian soil.

Dad Petr got the ball rolling by winning the
Australian Open tennis Grand Slam in 1998, beating
Marcelo Rios, and celebrated with his trademark scis-
sor kick.  Her sister Jessica then won the Australian
Open golf in 2012, duplicating her father’s celebration,
as did brother Sebastian when he took out the
Australian Open tennis boys’ title last year.

Not to be outdone, Nelly also nailed the “Korda
Kick” after her final round 67. Just minutes after tap-
ping in a par putt at the 18th hole, she was handed a
phone and her elder sister was looking at her through
Facetime. 

Korda put it in context: “I’m finally a part of the club.
“She was pretty much screaming congratulations, she
was so happy for me. I mean this win was really special

for my family,” she added.
“I think there’s something in the air here, we love

coming Down Under. “I just got off the phone with my
Dad and he said ‘well, congratulations, you’re part of
the Korda Slam now’.”

Korda was the overnight leader and held her nerve
despite a bogey on the 15th to beat Ko by two and
Taiwan’s Hsu Wei-ling by five. Thailand’s world number

one Ariya Jutanugarn finished 15 adrift.
Korda headed to Adelaide’s Grange Golf Club on the

back of her first LPGA victory at the Taiwan
Championship last October, before a second place fin-
ish at the Tour Championship in Florida.

She started her 2019 campaign in a similar vein, fin-
ishing third at the Tournament of Champions last
month, also in Florida. — AFP
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ADELAIDE: Nelly Korda of the US poses with the winner’s trophy following her victory on the final day of the women’s
LPGA Tour-sanctioned Australian Open golf championship at the Grange Golf Club in Adelaide yesterday. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: In this file photo Leo Santa Cruz (R) battles to defeat Abner Mares (L) in their WBA Featherweight Title
& WBC Diamond Title fight at Staples Center on June 9, 2018. Santa Cruz defended his WBA featherweight title to win
by unanimous 12-round decision. — AFP

PERTH: Ryan Fox claim his maiden European Tour
title with a comprehensive 3&2 victory over Spaniard
Adrian Otaegui in the final of the World Super 6 at
Perth’s Lake Karrinyup Country Club yesterday. The
32-year-old New Zealander finished eight-under after
54 holes to earn a bye into the last 16 of the six-hole
knockout stage and was the last man through to the
quarter-finals after edging out Thai Jazz
Janewattananond.

“I’ve been close a couple of times and it was cer-
tainly nice to get one over the line today in a place I
hold pretty special,” said Fox who could have been
knocked out in the last 16 had Janewattananond not
missed a three-footer.

“There was some scrappy stuff in there but I got
out of trouble when I needed to and I played great
today in the final. “Adrian didn’t quite play to his best
this afternoon but I’m quite happy to take advantage
of that.” Fox also overcame Norwegian Kristoffer
Reitan and Ireland’s Paul Dunne to make the final
where he raced to a 3up lead against Otaegui and
eventually claimed the title when the fourth was
halved in pars. Fox’s European Tour victory is the first
by a New Zealander since Danny Lee won the 2009
Johnnie Walker Classic as an amateur.

“A little bit disappointed after losing the final but
it’s been a good week,” Otaegui said after being
denied a third European Tour title. The Spaniard
birdied the 18th hole on Saturday to make the knock-
out stages and beat Daniel Gale, top seed Per
Langfors, home favourite Min Woo Lee and Scott
Vincent to reach the final.— Reuters
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LOS ANGELES: Mexico’s Leo Santa Cruz defended his
World Boxing Association featherweight title on
Saturday, dominating compatriot Rafael Rivera to win by
unanimous 12-round decision. All three judges gave Santa
Cruz the victory by scores of 119-109 as the champion
improved to 36-1-1, marking the third defense in his sec-
ond reign in the division.

“I tried to give my best. I did what I could,” Santa
Cruz said. “I’d like to give a lot better but Rafael is pretty
good. It was a tough fight.” Santa Cruz took inspiration
from his father and trainer Jose Santa Cruz, who is bat-
tling bone marrow cancer. “It means the world to me (to
have my father in my corner),” Santa Cruz said. “When I

climb in the ring, I don’t want to let my dad down. I want
to inspire him to keep fighting the cancer.” Rivera, who
fell to 26-3 with two drawn, was a late fill-in for his first
world title bout after original challenger Miguel Flores
suffered an ankle injury last month.

Santa Cruz worked on Rivera’s body from the opening
round, delivering punishment at a fast pace in the early
rounds while defending well to masterfully frustrate the
challenger. Rivera tagged Santa Cruz with a right to the
head to end the 11th round, drawing only a smile from the
champion, who stayed in control through a furious
exchange in the closing seconds.

Santa Cruz seeks a unification bout against American
Gary Russell Jr., the World Boxing Council champion, or
a third career matchup against Britain’s Carl Frampton.
Santa Cruz suffered his only career loss in 2016 to the
Northern Ireland fighter but avenged the defeat in early
2017 to reclaim the WBA crown. “I want to unify the
belts,” Santa Cruz said. “I want to fight three times this
year, hopefully by June or July.” —AFP
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