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role in public life, some of its laws continue to
uphold a patriarchal social code. Much Lebanese civil
law, including personal status matters such as marriage,
divorce and inheritance, is applied according to reli-
gious sect and in some cases treats women differently
to men. Lebanon has 17 recognized Muslim and
Christian sects.

In 2017 the parliament abolished an old law that
absolved rapists if they married their victims. But mari-

tal rape and child marriage are still legal. “You can’t
keep up with the international community and say you
have a civilized state when all the world is working on
gender equality and Lebanon is still living with the old
male patriarchal mind,” said May Chidiac, the new
administrative development minister.

Lebanese politics continues to revolve around men.
The complex sectarian power-sharing system has
helped entrench former warlords and the scions of
political dynasties - all male - who dominate the gov-
ernment and the parliament. “Lebanon is a male-domi-
nated society and though women reached very impor-
tant positions, when we talk about politics, especially
parliament and government, their presence was mod-
est,” said the women and youth minister Violette Safadi.
“I think we broke this barrier.” —  Reuters 
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he is expected to sign investment agreements for a
$10 billion refinery  and petrochemicals complex in the
coastal city of Gwadar, where China is building a port.
Saudi Arabia has in recent months helped keep
Pakistan’s economy afloat by propping up its rapidly
dwindling foreign exchange reserves with a $6 billion
loan, giving Islamabad breathing room as it negotiates
a bailout with the International Monetary Fund.

Analysts say the crown prince’s trip is being treated
by Islamabad as the biggest state visit since Chinese
President Xi Jinping in 2015, soon after Beijing
announced plans to invest tens of billions of dollars on
infrastructure in Pakistan as part of China’s global Belt
and Road initiative. The visit marks a deepening in ties
between allies whose relationship has in the past cen-
tered on oil-rich Saudi Arabia backing Pakistan’s econ-
omy during difficult periods, and in return Pakistan’s
powerful army lending support to Saudi Arabia.

As the guardians of most holy sites in the birthplace
of Islam, the Saudi royal family carries vast religious
clout in Pakistan, a staunchly conservative and mainly
Muslim nation of 208 million people. “What is happen-
ing in this relationship is a renewal of Pakistan’s com-
mitment to help protect the royal family and the order
as it exists in Saudi Arabia,” said Mosharraf Zaidi,
Senior Fellow at Tabadlab, a Pakistani think tank
focused on global and local public policy. “On the flip

side, there is reassurance that Saudi Arabia will not only
continue to serve as a strategic friend who will help
shore up Pakistan’s finances when needed, but it’s also
going to become a participant in the wider investment
in Pakistan.”

On Saturday, Pakistani leader Khan told the Saudi
Gazette newspaper that his country would defend
Saudi Arabia in the event of attack. “We have always
said if the Holy Cities of Islam are threatened, Pakistan
would go all out to defend the Holy Cities,” Khan was
quoted as saying. Prince Mohammed is set to become
the first guest to stay at the Prime Minister’s House.
Khan, a populist new premier, has refused to use the
residence in a bid to save taxpayers’ money.

But the crown prince’s arrival comes amid a vow by
India to isolate Pakistan internationally following the
deadliest attack in Kashmir in decades. New Delhi has
accused Pakistan of having a hand in the suicide bomb-
ing that killed 44 Indian paramilitary police and vowed
to punish Islamabad, which denies involvement.

New Delhi is demanding Islamabad act against the
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) militant group, which it says
has the backing of the Pakistani state, over the bomb-
ing. Hours ahead of the crown prince’s arrival, Pakistan
dismissed Delhi’s accusations, calling them “well-
rehearsed tactics from (the) Indian playbook after such
incidents in the past”.

Prince Mohammed was also set to meet representatives
of the Afghan Taleban militant group to discuss peace
negotiations to end the 17-year civil war in Afghanistan,
Pakistani government and militant sources said. But that
was unlikely after the Taleban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid said the group’s planned meetings with Khan and
US officials in Islamabad were called off.— Agencies 
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Those regional states that believe Israel and America
can establish security are wrong. We, the Muslims,
should ensure the regional security,” Rouhani said, to
chants of “Death to America” and “Death to Israel”.

Rouhani’s previous overtures to Saudi Arabia, such
as after his election in 2013 and efforts by his Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif in 2017, have had no
success, and some analysts were skeptical his latest
attempt would be different. “Considering the ongoing
hostility, there is no possibility of a dialogue between
the archenemies,” said Tehran-based analyst Hamid
Farahvashian.

Iran accuses Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates of supporting militant Sunni groups that carry
out attacks against Iranian forces, including a suicide
bombing on Wednesday in Iran’s southeastern province
that borders Pakistan. Sunni group Jaish al Adl (Army of
Justice), which says it seeks greater rights and better
living conditions for the ethnic minority Baluchis,
claimed responsibility for the attack that killed 27 mem-
bers of Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards Corps.

The Revolutionary Guards have threatened Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Pakistan with retaliation. Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Pakistan deny backing the militants.
Iran’s foreign ministry yesterday summoned Pakistan’s
ambassador to protest about Wednesday’s attack. 

Also yesterday, Iran launched a new locally-made
submarine capable of firing cruise missiles, state TV
said, in the country’s latest show of military might at a
time of heightened tensions with the US. The launch
ceremony, led by Rouhani, took place in the southern
port city of Bandar Abbas. “Today, the Islamic Republic
of Iran is fully self-reliant on land, air and sea,” Rouhani
said. “Our defensive power is meant to defend our
interests and we have never sought to attack any coun-
try,” he added.

Named the Fateh (Farsi for ‘Conqueror’), Fars news
agency said the new submarine is Iran’s first in the
semi-heavy category, filling a gap between the light
Ghadir class and the heavy Kilo class submarines that
the country possesses. Fars said the near 600-tonne
underwater vessel is equipped with torpedoes and
naval mines in addition to cruise missiles, and can oper-
ate more than 200 m below sea level for up to 35 days.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards on Feb 7 unveiled a new
ballistic missile with a range of 1,000 km, according to
the elite unit’s official media agency Sepah News. The
surface-to-surface missile - called Dezful - is an
upgrade on the older Zolfaghar model that had a range
of 700 km, aerospace commander Brigadier General
Amirali Hajizadeh said.

Rouhani said yesterday that “pressure by enemies,
the (Iran-Iraq) war and sanctions” were incentives for
Tehran to be self-reliant in its defense industry. “Maybe
we would not have this motivation to industrialize our
defense sector,” he said, if Iran could just buy the
weaponry it needed. Iran’s top military brass and cabi-
net ministers attended the ceremony. —  Agencies 
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan drives a car next to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman upon his arrival at the Nur Khan air force base yesterday. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israeli police yesterday evicted a
Palestinian family from their home in the Muslim Quarter
of Jerusalem’s Old City, after the supreme court ruled
Jewish claimants were the rightful owners. An AFP pho-
tographer said residents of the neighborhood in Israeli-
annexed east Jerusalem scuffled with police, who stood
guard as about a dozen Israeli settlers took possession
of the large building. A police spokesman said two peo-
ple were detained. “They disturbed police activities,” he
told AFP but could not say if they were subsequently
released.

Rania Abu Asab, who lived in the house with her hus-
band, their children and his aunt, stood weeping outside
as the settlers raised the Israeli flag on the roof. “We live
there, it’s my house, it’s my whole life,” she said. “They
took everything.” She said the family was compelled to
leave behind all its furniture and belongings.

Ir Amim, an Israeli watchdog group which monitors
settlement activity in Jerusalem, reported on Feb 3 that

the Abu Asab family had been served an eviction notice
ordering them to vacate the property by Feb 12. It said
family members had lived there since the 1960s. Israeli
NGO Peace Now said the home originally belonged to a
Jewish family which fled during the 1948 war which
accompanied Israel’s foundation.

East Jerusalem was occupied during that conflict by
Jordan until the 1967 Six-Day War, when it was seized
by Israel and subsequently annexed, moves never recog-
nized by the international community. The Abu Asab
family lived until 1948 in a neighborhood it fled before
eventually moving to the home in question.

Peace Now said in a statement yesterday that under
an Israeli law passed in 1950 Palestinians cannot return
to homes they fled in 1948. A 1970 act, however, decreed
that property in east Jerusalem abandoned by Jewish
owners could be reclaimed. “The court granted the set-
tlers the house and the Abu Asab family became
refugees for the second time,” Peace Now said. — AFP
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JERUSALEM: An Israeli settler stands inside the house of the Palestinian Abu Asab family after Israeli policemen
evicted them from the house they lived in for decades, in the Old City of Jerusalem yesterday. — AFP 

Boats with masked revellers move on the Grand Canal during the opening regatta of the Venice Carnival yesterday. The carnival in Venice takes place until March 5, 2019. — AFP 


