
Monday, February 18, 2019

10
A n a l y s i s

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL               : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING          : 24835616/7
FAX                            : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION          : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS              : 24833199 Extn. 125
COMMERCIAL          : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
Email: info@kuwaittimes.com
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in The Arabian Gulf

Washington Watch

After deadly clashes,
Ivorian farmers and 
herders try dialogue 

Gathered under the spreading baobab tree in
Danoa town square, farmers and herders in a
remote corner of Ivory Coast are finally talking

about a dispute that has poisoned relations and
destroyed lives. Nearly three years ago, the northeast
region of Bouna plunged into violence between crop
growers and nomadic cattle raisers from the Fulani
community, leaving 33 people dead and prompting
2,500 to flee their homes.

The scenario is tragically familiar in many parts of
Africa, where sedentary farmers and herders share
water and land - and tensions at times of stress may
swiftly spiral into ethnic violence. Thousands have died
in clashes in Chad, the Central African Republic, Mali
and Nigeria in recent years. But in Bouna, a pilot proj-
ect-part of a scheme to protect the coveted Comoe
National Park - has nurtured hopes of a dialogue that
will head off future bloodshed. “After what happened, I
was frightened. Everyone was frightened,” said Awa
Ouattara, who heads a women’s group of smallholders.
“I hope the plan will work. When everyone is in agree-
ment, it’s better for all of us.”

Supported by German sustainable development
agency GIZ, village chiefs, farmers and cattle breeders
are creating designated cattle routes to prevent herds
from grazing in the park and on to farming land. GIZ is
investing Ä1.2 million ($1.4 million) over four years to
support communities around the park. The forum in
Danoa brought together Koulango, mostly landowners,
and the Lobi, mostly tenants, as well as Fulani. “Just
getting people around a table and having a discussion
is already an achievement,” said Sanogo Issoufou from
GIZ. “Everyone will benefit economically from sharing
management of resources between community mem-
bers. We hope to create a virtuous circle.”

Wildlife haven 
Comoe national park is a world heritage site and

one of West Africa’s largest protected areas, known
for its plant and animal diversity. Fed by the Comoe
river, it is home to shrub savannas and thick rainforest
usually found much farther south. “Our mission is to
protect the park,” said D’Angouss Kissi from the
Ivorian Parks and Reserves Authority. “We realized
that surveillance alone wasn’t enough to stop cattle
entering it illegally. We needed to find grazing land and
water outside the park, whilst also easing tensions and
avoiding new conflict.”

The project also aims to share management of
water points between local committees including
herders, landowners, renting crop farmers and local
businesses or teachers. Travelling herders pay a higher
rate for water access - 15,000 CFA (Ä23) per month
per herd, compared to locals, who are charged 2,000
CFA francs (three euros).

Cooperation 
Landowners say they are happy to provide land

for crossing routes. “We explained to the community
that it  was for the common good,” said chief
landowner Amadou Ouattara. “It’s better for everyone
if we avoid conflict.” Herder Barry Bounangui agrees.
“Before, there were arguments every day about
water, grass or routes for the animals, so to avoid any
conflict, we went to the park,” he said. “Now, farmers
and herders are talking. It’s a good thing. The cross-
ing routes help us a lot, but we need the (leaking)
dam to be repaired too.”

Crop farmers are happier too. “There’s less damage
now,” said Kambou Tchourite. Problems are being
aired but anger remains and the pathway to enduring
peace may be long. “The cows come on to our fields
and destroy everything,” a farmer said at the Danoa
meeting. “I told the herder to stop but he just keeps
coming back again and again. We can’t go on like
this!” Separately, a herder told AFP: “The crop farmers
want everything. They set fire to the fields so that not
even a blade of grass is left.” —  AFP 

Stuck between an endless waitlist for a government
job and a frail private sector, Iraqi entrepreneurs are
taking on staggering unemployment by establishing

their own startups. The first murmurs of this creative spirit
were felt in 2013, but the Islamic State group’s sweep
across a third of the country the following year put many
projects on hold. Now, with IS defeated, co-working
spaces and incubators are flourishing in a country whose
unemployment rate hovers around 10 percent but whose
public sector is too bloated to hire.

Many self-starters begin their journey at an aptly
named glass building in central Baghdad: The Station.
There, they sip on coffee, peruse floor-to-ceiling book-
shelves for ideas and grab a seat at clusters of desks
where other stylish Iraqis click away at their laptops.
“We’re trying to create a new generation with a different
state of mind,” said executive director Haidar Hamzoz. “We
want to tell youth that they can start their own project,
achieve their dreams and not just be happy in a govern-
ment job they didn’t even want,” he told AFP. 

Youth make up around 60 percent of Iraq’s nearly 40
million people. After graduating from university, many
spend years waiting to be appointed to a job in the gov-
ernment, Iraq’s biggest employer. Four out of five jobs cre-
ated in Iraq in recent years are in the public sector,
according to the World Bank. And in its 2019 budget, the
government proposed $52 billion in salaries, pensions, and
social security for its workers - a 15 percent jump from
2018 and more than half the total budget. But with gradu-
ates entering the workforce faster than jobs are created,
many still wait indefinitely for work. Among youth, 17 per-
cent of men and a whopping 27 percent of women are
unemployed, the World Bank says.

After IS, innovation reigns 
When IS declared Mosul its seat of power in Iraq back in

2014, resident Saleh Mahmud was forced to shutter the city’s
incubator for would-be entrepreneurs. With Mosul now cau-
tiously rebuilding after the jihadists were ousted in 2017,
Mahmud is back in business. “Around 600-700 youth have
already passed by Mosul Space” to attend a seminar or seek
out resources as they start their own ventures, said the 23-

year-old. He was inspired after watching fellow Mosul
University graduates hopelessly “try to hunt down a connec-
tion to get a job in the public sphere”. “A university educa-
tion isn’t something that gets you a fulfilling job,” he said.

Another start-up, Dakkakena, is capitalizing on Mosul’s
rebuilding spirit, too. The online shopping service delivers
a lorry-full of home goods every day to at least a dozen
families refurnishing after the war. “On the web, we can sell
things for cheaper than stores because we have fewer
costs, like no showrooms,” said founder Yussef Al-Noaime,
27. Noaime fled IS to the Netherlands, where he was
introduced to e-commerce. When he returned home, the
computer engineer partnered with another local to found

their venture. A similar service, Miswag, was set-up in the
capital Baghdad in 2014 and last year reported hundreds
of thousands of dollars in profits. 

Banks and big dreams 
On an autumn day, some 70 young Iraqi innovators

converged for a three-day workshop in Baghdad on
founding startups. They flitted among round tables plan-
ning projects, their Arabic conversations sprinkled with
English terms. “What we’re doing is showing youth what
entrepreneurship is - not necessarily so they succeed, but
so they at least try,” said organizer Ibrahim al-Zarari. He
said attendees should understand two things: First, that the
public sector is saturated. And second, that oil isn’t the
only resource on which Iraq - OPEC’s second-largest pro-
ducer - should capitalize.

More than 65 percent of Iraq’s GDP and nearly 90 per-
cent of state revenues hail from the oil sector. Many youth
turn to it for work, but it only employs one percent of the
workforce. Widespread corruption and bureaucracy also
weaken Iraq’s appeal for private investors. The World Bank
ranks it 168th out of 190 for states with a good business
environment. Under current legislation, private sector
employees are not offered the same labor protections or
social benefits as those in the public sector. 

And Iraq’s stuttering banking industry appears too cau-
tious to dive in, said Tamara Raad, 26, who researches
startups. “The banks have a role to play. They must make
loans without interest and help young entrepreneurs,” she
said. Banks or no banks, Mahmud in Mosul is already plan-
ning how he’ll grow his business in 2019. “We will open a
new, larger space for new gatherings,” he said excitedly, to
bring together returning designers, developers and other
inventors. — AFP 

Iraqi youth planting startup seeds

Bid to fight off 
unemployment 

Iraqis sit at “The Station”, Baghdad’s incubator for would-be entrepreneurs, on Nov 17, 2018.  — AFP 

A Peul livestock farmer guides cattle in a transhu-
mance corridor near the Danoa dam in northeastern
Ivory Coast on Jan 21, 2019. — AFP 

European Union 
flags come down 
in Brexit Britain 

At a flag-making workshop in northern England,
orders for Union Jacks are flying off the produc-
tion line while the EU’s blue-and-yellow standard

is proving less and less popular. Flying Colors, which
makes flags for Britain’s royal palaces, has seen EU flag
orders drop by 90 percent since the country voted to
leave the bloc in 2016. “We’ve certainly seen a fall,”
Andy Ormrod, director of the factory in North
Knaresborough in Yorkshire said. 

“Times have changed, our attitudes have changed....
The demand isn’t there,” he said. Britain’s union flag is
proving more popular than ever, with orders up roughly
75 percent since last summer. “People are getting a little
bit more passionate, I personally think, in being British,”
said Ormrod, who voted for Brexit because he is “sick
and tired” of Brussels. “I have a feeling that we are
wanting more of our identity within the UK,” the flag-
maker added.

‘Standoffish’ about flags 
Britain has a long and complicated history with

flags, according to Graham Bartram, chief vexillologist
at the Flag Institute, a research centre in London. Until
the last decade, the country has been reticent about
displaying even its own national flag, he said. The
union flag is currently only flown from government
buildings on 21 days each year, including royal birth-
days and anniversaries and saints’ days. Bartram puts
the trend down to various factors, including Britons
wanting to downplay latent displays of patriotism and
the country’s imperial past.

“We were standoffish about all flags,” he said, noting
this extended to the European flag. “It’s not a flag you
would tend to see around Britain.” In fact, prior to
2007, it was technically illegal to fly the EU and other
national flags in Britain without planning permission,
because they were considered advertising. Following a
change in the law, the bloc’s flag began to be seen more,
flying outside the Scottish parliament, the Welsh and
London assemblies and some other civic sites. Hotels,

organizations that have received significant funding
from the bloc and EU member states’ embassies are
also among those to fly the European flag.

Symbol of resistance?
A petition lodged with parliament in the aftermath

of the 2016 referendum - signed by nearly 20,000
people - called for all EU “flags, emblems and logos”
to be removed immediately from public buildings in
Britain. The government dismissed the calls, noting
that “while the UK is a member of the EU it is in order
for EU flags and symbols to be used in UK govern-
ment buildings”. All that could change once Britain has
left the EU. A spokesperson for the mayor of London

said the emblem would be taken down from outside
City Hall . However, spokespeople for the Welsh
Assembly and Scottish Parliament, said no decisions
have been taken. “We’ll take stock when the time is
appropriate,” said the spokesman in Scotland, where
voters overwhelmingly backed remaining in the bloc in
the 2016 referendum. The European flag was first cre-
ated by the Council of Europe and only later adopted
by the EU. Bartram said its continued use by the
Council, which Britain will remain a member of after
Brexit, could provide cover for those who want to
keep flying it after March 29. Could it become a sym-
bol of Brexit resistance? “Possibly,” he added. “And
that would be interesting.” — AFP 

An employee arranges a British flag on an EU flag in the factory of Flying Colours Flagmakers Ltd in
Knaresborough, northern England on Feb 7, 2019.  — AFP 


