
SRINAGAR: India has warned against rising commu-
nal tensions across the country as Kashmiris living out-
side their state faced property evictions, job suspen-
sions and attacks on social media after a suicide
bomber killed 44 policemen in the region. The car
bomb attack on a security convoy on Thursday, claimed
by Pakistan-based Islamist militant group Jaish-e-
Mohammad and carried out by a 20-year-old Kashmiri
man, was the worst in decades of insurgency in the dis-
puted area, which is claimed
in full by both the nuclear-
armed neighbors but ruled in
part. As the bodies of the
paramilitary policemen who
died in the attack were
returned to families across
India this weekend, passion-
ate crowds waving the Indian
flag gathered in the streets to
honor them and shouted
demands for revenge.
Pakistan has denied any role
in the killings.

Kashmiri Muslims, meanwhile, are facing a backlash
in Hindu-majority India, mainly in the northern states of
Haryana and Uttarakhand, forcing the federal interior
ministry to issue an advisory to all states to “ensure
their safety and security and maintain communal har-
mony”. Aqib Ahmad, a Kashmiri student in Uttarakhand
capital Dehradun, said the owner of the house he was
staying in had asked him to move out fearing an attack
on his property. Rates for air tickets to Kashmir have
sky-rocketed as tensions escalate, he said. Two other
students in Dehradun said they also had been asked to
vacate their rooms immediately. “Where are we sup-
posed to go?” Waseem Akram told Reuters, demanding

authorities to ensure safety of all Kashmiri students.
Local media reported that some Kashmiri students

were assaulted by members of Hindu right-wing groups
in Uttarakhand, while a Kashmiri man had been booked
by the police in the southern city of Bengaluru under a
colonial-era sedition law for a post allegedly backing
the militants. Reuters was not able to independently
verify the reports. Police in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)
state said they were providing temporary accommoda-

tion to people returning to
Kashmir. The police urged
Kashmiris to contact their
hotline for “speedy assistance
in case they face any difficul-
ties/harassment”.

‘Traitor’
Fear has engulfed Kashmiri

students in Haryana’s Ambala
district after a video on social
media showed a village head-
man asking people to evict

Kashmiri students in the area. “In case it is not done,
the person in whose residence such students are living
will be considered as a traitor,” the man says in the
video, whose authenticity Reuters has not been able to
independently verify. Police said they were investigat-
ing the matter.

Since the video surfaced on social media on
Saturday, at least half a dozen Kashmiri students have
been shifted to the hostel of a university campus in
Ambala. A Facebook user named Anshul Saxena, mean-
while, has claimed credit for getting people fired or sus-
pended for posts he calls “anti-national”. Saxena
uploaded a screengrab of a suspension letter handed
out to a Kashmiri employee of a pharmaceutical compa-

ny who had allegedly written in favor of the attack. The
attack on India’s paramilitary police follows the dead-
liest year in Kashmir for security personnel since Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party came to power nearly five years ago.

Government data shows 91 officers lost their lives in
Kashmir last year, about 14 percent more than 2017.
Thousands of people, including militants and civilians,
have died since the insurgency began in late 1980s.

Political leaders from Kashmir appealed to the govern-
ment to ensure security of Kashmiris across India, while
many people on Twitter said their homes were open to
Kashmiris seeking shelter. “Understand the pain and
anguish,” Mehbooba Mufti, former chief minister of
J&K, said in a tweet. “But we must not allow such mis-
chievous elements to use this as an excuse to perse-
cute/harass people from J&K. Why should they suffer
for somebody else’s action?” — Reuters
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PAMPORE: Indian security forces stand guard along the Jammu-Srinagar highway in Lethpora area in the town
of Pampore, some 30 kms South of Srinagar. — AFP 
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Indian priest
jailed for raping
a minor 
KOCHI: An Indian court has convicted a
senior Catholic priest of raping a minor and
sentenced him to 20 years in jail, the latest
sexual assault scandal involving the Church
in southern Kerala state. Robin
Vadakkumchery was found guilty on
Saturday of raping a 16-year-old schoolgirl,
with the crime only coming to light after the
victim gave birth to a baby in a surprise
delivery in February 2017. Citing a lack of
evidence, the court acquitted four nuns, a
priest and an orphanage employee who had
been accused of trying to cover up the
crime and shield the influential
Vadakkumchery.

After a child rights charity reported the
secret delivery to the police, leading to the
priest’s arrest at Kochi airport as he
attempted to board a plane to Canada, many
of the main witnesses in the case turned
hostile. “Almost all the independent witness-
es proved non-cooperative, making it diffi-
cult for us to provide substantive evidence
against all that the defence threw at us,”
Inspector Sunil Kumar, who investigated the

case said. Even the father of the victim testi-
fied that he, and not the priest, had raped the
girl, while his daughter told the court that
the relationship was consensual and said she
had been an adult at the time.  

Sex - whether consensual or otherwise -
with a person below 18 years of age is con-
sidered rape under India’s stringent child
protection laws. Only the doctor’s official
record of when the baby was born could
prove that the girl had been a minor at the
time of delivery, said Kumar. “Luckily for us,
the doctor who delivered the baby... stood
his ground, so we could prove without doubt
that the victim was a minor at the time,” he
said. The victim had been a student at a
Church-run school which came under
Vadakkumchery’s jurisdiction.

Saturday’s verdict followed a raft of alle-
gations against senior Church figures in
Kerala, including a bishop, Franco Mulakkal,
who is accused of raping a nun 13 times over
two years. He denies the charges. Sister
Lucy Kalappurakkal, who has faced discipli-
nary action for supporting protests demand-
ing action against Mulakkal, lauded the ver-
dict.  “It will work as a deterrent against
such offenders. Rather than covering up
such heinous crimes, (the) Church should
expose such elements,” she told the
Hindustan Times. Sexual abuse by clergy
and the failure of officials to take action has
mired the Catholic Church in scandal across
the world in recent years. — AFP 

Surveillance
firm tracking
millions in
Xinjiang 
BEIJING: A Chinese surveillance firm
is tracking the movements of more than
2.5 million people in the far-western
Xinjiang region, according to a data
leak flagged by a Dutch internet expert.
An online database containing names,
ID card numbers, birth dates and loca-
tion data was left unprotected for
months by Shenzhen-based facial-
recognition technology company
SenseNets Technology Ltd, according
to Victor Gevers, co-founder of non-
profit organization GDI. 

Foundation, who first noted the vul-
nerability in a series of social media
posts last week. Exposed data also
showed about 6.7 million location data
points linked to the people which were
gathered within 24 hours, tagged with
descr ipt ions such as “mosque”,
“hotel ,”  “ internet cafe” and other
places where surveillance cameras

were likely to be found.
“It was fully open and anyone without

authentication had full administrative
rights. You could go in the database and
create, read, update and delete any-
thing,” said Gevers. China has faced an
outcry from activists, scholars, foreign
governments and UN rights experts over
what they call mass detentions and strict
surveillance of the mostly Muslim Uighur
minority and other Muslim groups who
call Xinjiang home.(https
://tinyurl.com/y9zzouss) According to its
website, SenseNets works with China’s
police across several cities. Its
Shenzhen-listed parent company
NetPosa Technologies Ltd has offices in
a majority of Chinese provinces and
regions, including Xinjiang.

SenseNets and NetPosa, as well as
the Xinjiang regional government, did
not immediately respond to requests for
comment on Sunday. The Chinese gov-
ernment has ramped up personal sur-
veillance in Xinjiang over recent years,
including the construction of an exten-
sive video surveillance system and
smartphone monitoring technology.
Gevers said the foundation directly
alerted SenseNets to the vulnerability, in
line with GDI.Foundation protocol. He
said SenseNets did not respond, but that
it has since taken steps to secure the
database. — Reuters

Fire sweeps
through slum in
Bangladesh
CHITTAGONG: A fire tore through a
slum in southern Bangladesh yesterday
killing at least 9 people and destroying
hundreds of shanty homes, police said.
The blaze broke out in the port city of
Chittagong at about 3.30am and raced
through the district of bamboo, tin and
tarpaulin homes, said local police chief
Pranab Chowdhury.

“At least 470 shanties were destroyed
by the fire. So far 9 people have died.
They included four members of a family,”
fire brigade official Hefazatul Islam said.
Fires regularly break out in Bangladesh’s
slums, where millions live in squalid living
conditions. Rights groups have in the past
alleged some shanty town blazes were
deliberate acts of sabotage by developers
seeking to free up property to construct
multi-storey buildings.  “We have seen
fires are used as a weapon to evict poor
slum dwellers and squatters from govern-
ment or private property,” rights activist
Nur Khan Liton said. — AFP 


