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WASHINGTON: Former Fox News anchor and State
Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert on
Saturday withdrew from consideration to be the US
ambassador to the United Nations amid criticism that
she lacked the gravitas for one of the top diplomatic
posts. “The past two months have been grueling for my
family and therefore it is in the best interest of my fam-
ily that I withdraw,” Nauert said in a statement.

The announcement came after weeks of often
mocking criticism over President Donald Trump’s
nomination of Nauert, who had no foreign policy
experience until two years ago when she was named
State Department spokes-
woman. Leading Democrats
questioned whether
Nauert, despite her poise
at the podium, had the
skills to negotiate on com-
plex international issues or
go head-to-head with sea-
soned diplomats from
adversaries such as Russia.

But with Trump’s
Republican Party in control
of the Senate, her nomination
did not seem to be in serious
jeopardy, raising questions on why she announced her
withdrawal abruptly in the evening on a holiday weekend.
Bloomberg News, quoting anonymous sources, said that
a White House background check had discovered that
Nauert employed a nanny who was legally in the United
States but not authorized to work. Trump, whose tough
line on immigration is his signature issue, started looking
Saturday for a new nominee, the report said.

Latest Trump vacancy
Trump, an avid viewer of conservative-leaning Fox

News where Nauert was once an anchor on morning
show “Fox and Friends,” told reporters in December that

he wanted her as UN ambassador. Her nomination, how-
ever, was never formally submitted to the Senate and
she has vanished for over two months as she prepared
for a confirmation hearing-and, eventually, the job. The
UN post has been vacant since the start of the year
after Nikki Haley, a former South Carolina governor and
rising star in Republican politics, decided to leave. State
Department deputy spokesman Robert Palladino said
that Trump would put forward a new name “soon.”

Trump is notorious for the turbulence in his cabinet
with top players including secretary of state, secretary
of defense, chief of staff and attorney general all quit-

ting or being pushed out in
only the first two years of
the administration. In an
administration that regularly
denounces the media,
Nauert enjoyed compara-
tively smooth relations with
reporters as State
Department spokeswoman,
a position that does not
require Senate confirmation.
She generally avoided
gaffes, other than a befud-
dling remark last year when

she cited D-Day-the Allied assault in 1944 on the coast
of Nazi-occupied France-as evidence of strong US-
German relations.

Growing scrutiny
But as she prepared for Senate confirmation, liberal

activists and media outlets pored over her output at
Fox News, including an episode in which she gave a
platform to conspiracy theories about Islamic sharia
law taking root in the United States. Nauert, 49, sug-
gested in the statement that she was leaving govern-
ment entirely, saying: “Serving in the administration for
the past two years has been one of the highest honors

of my life.” Nauert, whose family remained in New York
during her tenure, did not return a message asking to
confirm that she would leave as State Department
spokeswoman.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo praised Nauert in a
statement, saying that he had “great respect” for her
“personal” decision to withdraw. Representing the
United States at the United Nations is no easy job under
Trump, who is open about his low esteem for the global

body and has pulled out of broadly supported accords
including the Paris climate agreement. Martin Edwards,
an associate professor in the School of Diplomacy and
International Relations at Seton Hall University, said that
Trump appeared set on sending fresh faces to the
United Nations. “Given his penchant for real outsiders
(as with Nikki Haley), it’s clear that other countries, who
send trained career diplomats to the UN, will continue
to outflank and outfox us there,” he said. —AFP
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Illinois factory 
gunman obtained
firearm permit despite
felony conviction
AURORA: The gunman who killed five co-workers and wound-
ed five policemen at an Illinois factory was a violent felon who
nevertheless obtained a state permit to buy a firearm despite
being legally barred from owning one, authorities said on
Saturday. Gary Martin, 45, who carried his pistol to work on
Friday apparently suspecting he faced dismissal from his job,
opened fire after being told of his termination in a meeting at
the Henry Pratt Company plant in Aurora, Illinois, about 40
miles (64 km) west of Chicago, police said.

The dead included the plant manager, a human resources
supervisor, a human resources intern and two other workers. A
sixth employee and five police officers responding to the scene
were wounded, and the gunman himself was slain about 90
minutes later in a gunfight with police who stormed the build-
ing. Martin had purchased the murder weapon, a .40-caliber
Smith& Wesson handgun with a laser sight, in March 2014
from a local gun dealer, Aurora Police Chief Kristen Ziman told
reporters on Saturday.

Despite his criminal history, the weapon was lawfully sold to
Martin two months after he was issued a state Firearm Owners
Identification, or FOID card, a document used to designate
people eligible to own and buy guns. To apply, Illinois residents
need only furnish a valid driver’s license, a recent photo and
$10 fee. State police then have 30 days to approve or deny the
application. Ziman said Martin’s 1995 conviction for aggravated
assault in Mississippi, which reportedly involved the bludgeon-
ing and stabbing of a girlfriend, “would not necessarily have
shown up on a criminal background check conducted for the
FOID card.”

The conviction came to light only after his gun purchase,
when Martin applied for a concealed-carry permit requiring
him to undergo fingerprinting in a more extensive screening
process, Ziman said. “The fact remains that some disgruntled
person walked in and had access to a firearm that he shouldn’t
have had access to,” she said at the news conference. “I don’t
want to make it political. This is a human issue.”

Police are seeking to learn why Martin was not forced to
surrender his gun once his felony conviction was revealed.
Ziman said disclosure of his conviction should have triggered a

revocation of his FOID card, generating a letter instructing him
to relinquish his weapon and permit to law enforcement. The
chief said records indicate such a letter was sent, and “we’re
looking into whether we followed up on that.” In addition to the
1995 assault conviction, Martin had several prior arrests in
Illinois, including for suspicion of domestic violence and crimi-
nal damage to property.

90-minute siege
The apparent background check lapse was likely to draw

renewed scrutiny to a system that allowed a gun merchant to
sell a weapon to a convicted felon who was legally barred from
possessing one. Friday’s bloodshed marked the latest spasm of
gun violence in a nation where mass shootings have become
almost commonplace, and came a day after the first anniver-
sary of the massacre of 17 people by a gunman at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. The siege
in Illinois unfolded over an hour and a half, although the gun-
man’s victims, including the wounded policemen, were struck
by gunfire in the first several minutes, police said. Officers
eventually found Martin in a machine shop at the back of the
30,000-square foot (2,800-square meter) building, and he
died after a short gunfight.

The plant, which manufactures water distribution products

and operates as a factory and warehouse, employs about 200
workers in a working-class district of Aurora, the second-
largest city in Illinois. Scott Hall, president of Henry Pratt’s cor-
porate parent Mueller Water Products, told a separate news
conference on Saturday that Martin was a 15 year veteran of
the company. Hall said Martin had been subject to disciplinary
actions and that he was ultimately fired for a “culmination of
workplace violations.” He declined to elaborate. Among the
victims were Trevor Wehner, a human resources intern who
was spending his first day at the company when he was fatally
shot, police and a family friend said.

Authorities identified the other workers killed as Josh
Pinkard, the plant manager; Clayton Parks, the human
resources manager; Russell Beyer, a mold operator and union
chairman; and Vicente Juarez, a stock room attendant and fork
lift operator. Their ages were not given. A sixth employee
wounded in the shooting was expected to survive, as were the
five policeman struck by gunfire. At least two of them remained
hospitalized on Saturday in stable condition, Ziman said.
Neighbors of Martin, who lived in an apartment in Aurora,
described him as a quiet man whom they often saw operating a
remote control car and a drone. “He looked very normal,” said
neighbor Gildardo Bravo, a 43-year-old cleaning company
supervisor.  —Reuters

British teen who 
joined IS gives 
birth in Syria
LONDON: A runaway teenager who has
divided British opinion after joining the
Islamic State group in Syria but now wants
to return home, has given birth, her family
said yesterday. Shamima Begum, whose
fate has prompted British soul-searching
since she and two friends stirred controver-
sy by fleeing to the terror network in 2015,
gave birth to a boy, according to family
lawyer Mohammed Akunjee. “We, the fami-
ly of Shamima Begum, have been informed
that Shamima has given birth to her child,”
a statement he released on Twitter said.

“We understand that both she and the
baby are in good health. “As yet we have
not had direct contact with Shamima, we
are hoping to establish communications
with her soon so that we can verify the
above.” Akunjee told AFP the family had
learned about the birth from a translator in
an eastern Syria refugee camp where
Begum is currently staying. Begum had

previously given birth to two other children,
but both died during her time in Syria, she
told The Times earlier this week.

Her case has highlighted the challenge
for Western governments of dealing with
returning jihadist supporters, after she told
the newspaper that she wanted to raise her
new baby in Britain. The 19-year-old has
expressed no regrets about joining the
group and leading politicians, including
interior minister Sajid Javid, have said they
will try to stop her return. Akunjee said
Sunday Javid was “misunderstanding the
law” and that Britain had a responsibility
towards Begum and her newborn child. “A
parent has responsibility and so does
Britain,” he added.

Mixed response 
The fresh focus on the case came as

Britain’s government appeared divided on
how to respond to demands from US
President Donald Trump that European
nations take back hundreds of Islamic
State group fighters captured in Syria.
Trump said late Saturday that the United
States was asking Britain and other
European allies “to take back over 800
ISIS fighters that we captured in Syria and
put them on trial.” 

The demand came as he prepared to
declare the end of the group’s so-called
“caliphate”, with US-led Arab and Kurdish
forces close to capturing its last territorial
holdout in Syria, ahead of a pull-out of
American troops. The prospect has
increased concerns about experienced mil-
itants and foreign fighters escaping and
forming new cells in Syria or beyond, with
US allies grappling for weeks with how to
respond. Britain’s Culture Secretary Jeremy
Wright, a former attorney general-the
country’s chief legal adviser-told the BBC
Sunday that it was “obliged, at some stage
at least, to take them back”.

Noting it was “a matter of international
law and domestic law”, he said: “It doesn’t
mean either that we can’t seek to hold them
to account for their behavior thus far.”
However, writing in The Sunday Times-
under the headline “if you run away to join
ISIS, I will use all my power to stop you
coming back”-Javid insisted the govern-
ment should strip “dangerous individuals of
their British citizenship”. He noted Britain
had already exercised this power more than
100 times. “In considering what actions
need to be taken now, I have to think about
the safety and security of children living in
our country,” he wrote. —AFP

AURORA: This video grab shows police officers guarding the area where a gunman opened fire in an industrial
area in Aurora, Illinois. —AFP

GATWICK AIRPORT: File handout photo
shows Shamima Begum passing through
security barriers at Gatwick Airport, south
of London. —AFP

Nigeria counts cost 
of postponed poll
LAGOS: Nigerians who were surprised when the country’s
presidential election was postponed Saturday might suffer a
second shock when they learn the cost, some economists
and business leaders say. “The cost to the economy of the
postponement of the election is horrendous,” said Muda
Yusuf, general director of the Lagos Chamber of Commerce
and Industry who advanced an estimate of $1.5 billion. “The
economy was on partial shutdown the day before, and total
shut down on Saturday for the elections” that did not take
place, he explained.

The streets of Lagos were still empty early Sunday as
the sprawling economic capital of 20 million people recov-
ered from the disappointment and anger provoked by a last
minute, one-week delay blamed on logistical issues. The
Independent Electoral Commission announced the delay
just hours before polls to elect the head of Africa’s most
populous nation and members of parliament were to open.
The INEC cited problems in the distribution of ballot
papers and results sheets, as well as sabotage, after three
fires at its offices in two weeks.

The leading candidates, incumbent President
Muhammadu Buhari and challenger Abubakar Atiku, both
called for calm, but a population of 190 million people facing
unemployment and extreme poverty took a real financial hit
from the decision. For many, the cost of leaving cities where
they work to go home and vote in their native regions is
substantial. Social media was used meanwhile to organise
collections for street vendors who had bought perishable
items to sell to voters that often wait in long lines. The
amount ultimately raised was unlikely to make much differ-
ence to tens of millions of people who live on less than $1.9
a day, but it did highlight solidarity not always widespread
in the country. —AFP

Sex abuse survivors 
spell out Catholic 
Church challenge
VATICAN CITY: As the Vatican prepares to host a
global child abuse summit on the protection of minors,
victims’ associations are calling for concrete steps from
the Catholic Church to end paedophilia. While Pope
Francis has sought to play down expectations from the
summit, here are the main demands from victim groups:

Oust abusers or their protectors 
Zero tolerance for sexual abuse by clerics should be

“written into universal church law by the end of the sum-
mit,” says Ending Clerical Abuse (ECA). The organization,
which brings together activists and survivors from more
than 17 countries, said any cleric found to have abused a
child or covered up abuse-regardless of how long ago
the crime took place - should be defrocked.  The
Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP)
wants the Vatican to “fire any and all bishops or cardinals
who have had a hand in clergy sex abuse cover-ups”.

Define child sexual abuse 
Expert Marie Collins, who resigned in protest from a

Vatican committee she said was failing to adequately
tackle paedophilia, insists the Church should “agree on
a clear definition of what constitutes the sexual abuse
of a minor”. “There is currently no clear definition... to
guide leaders in their handling of abuse,” says Collins,
herself a child victim. Canon law refers to it as “delicts
against the sixth commandment of the Decalogue”, an
obscure reference which also fails to specify whether it
covers indirect abuse such as a cleric exposing himself
or looking at pornographic images of children. —AFP
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