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Body in Croatian 
freezer might be 
missing woman 
ZAGREB: The mystery of a Croatian student who
disappeared 18 years ago might have been solved
with the discovery of a body in a freezer, press
reports said yesterday. The freezer was in a home
in Mala Subotica, northern Croatia, belonging to
the sister of Jasmina Dominic, who was 23 when she
went missing in 2000, they added. Dominic was
studying in Zagreb at the time, and her family
informed police that she was gone only five years
later, the daily Vecernji List said. Late Saturday, a
45-year-old woman was arrested in Mala Subotica
in connection with the investigation, regional police
spokesman Nenad Risak told AFP.

“We suppose that the body found in the freezer
is that of a woman born in 1977 and whose disap-
pearance was reported on August 16, 2005,” he
said. Police believe the person was murdered but
are still awaiting autopsy results, the spokesman
added. He declined to identify the woman who had
been arrested, but local media said it was the vic-
tim’s sister. The website eMedjimurje reported that
the body had been found in a house where the sis-
ter lived with her husband and three children.
Dominic’s father, who died a few years ago, said in
2011 that his daughter told him in 2000 that she
was going to work on a cruise ship and that she
also intended to live in Paris.  —AFP

Iran summons Pakistan envoy 
over deadly suicide bombing

Iran takes aim at ‘hateful’ Pence comments
TEHRAN: Iran’s foreign ministry yesterday summoned
the Pakistani ambassador after Tehran accused Islamabad
of harboring a jihadist group behind a deadly suicide
attack on security forces. “The Islamic Republic of Iran
expects Pakistan’s government and army to seriously
confront ... the terrorist groups active on its border with
Iran,” the foreign ministry said in a statement. An Iranian
official at the ministry called on Pakistan to quickly take
the necessary steps for the identification and arrest of
the attack’s perpetrators.

The suicide bombing on Wednesday killed 27 members of
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards travelling on a bus in the volatile
southeastern province of Sistan-Baluchistan, which straddles
the border with Pakistan. The attack was claimed by the
jihadist outfit Jaish al-Adl (“Army of Justice”). It was formed
in 2012 as a successor to the Sunni extremist group
Jundallah (Soldiers of God), which waged a deadly insur-
gency for a decade before it was severely weakened by the
capture and execution of its leader Abdolmalek Rigi in 2010.

Iran Revolutionary Guards commander Major General
Mohammad Ali Jafari on Saturday blamed Pakistan’s army
and Inter-Services Intelligence agency for sheltering the
jihadists. “The government of Pakistan must pay the price
of harboring these terrorist groups and this price will
undoubtedly be very high,” Jafari told mourners gathered
at funerals for the dead in the city of Isfahan. Iran’s
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has also linked the
perpetrators of Wednesday’s attack to “the spying agen-
cies of some regional and trans-regional countries”.

‘Hateful’ comments
Meanwhile, Iran’s foreign minister yesterday launched a

blistering attack on US Vice President Mike Pence, saying
his allegations that Tehran was plotting a “new Holocaust”
were “hateful” and “ignorant”. Mohammad Javad Zarif told
the Munich Security Conference that Pence’s demands for
the EU to follow the US in abandoning the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal amounted to asking Europe to undermine its
own security. And Zarif piled fresh pressure on the EU,

telling Brussels that a trade mechanism to bypass US sanc-
tions on Iran was inadequate and it needed to do more if it
wanted to save the accord.

US President Donald Trump tore up the nuclear deal
last year, branding it a failure, and Washington has slapped
swingeing sanctions back on Tehran. Pence used a diplo-
matic tour of Europe this week to demand repeatedly that
EU countries stop trying to preserve the deal, which
curbed Tehran’s nuclear ambitions in return for sanctions
relief. Zarif slammed the vice president, saying he had
“arrogantly demanded that Europe must join the US in
undermining its own security and breaking its obligations”

to the treaty under international law.
“His hateful accusations against Iran including his igno-

rant allegations of anti-semitism (...) are both ridiculous
but at the same time very very dangerous,” Zarif said.
Away from the fiery rhetoric, Zarif’s criticism of INSTEX-
the payment mechanism created by European countries to
try to continue trade with Iran-will cause concern in
Brussels. The creation of INSTEX by Britain, France and
Germany-the so-called E3 European signatories to the
nuclear deal-was a complex, drawn-out process that has
infuriated the Trump administration, exacerbating transat-
lantic tensions. —Agencies

In Iraq visit, US 
general eyes 
longer-term 
IS threat
BAGHDAD: The general overseeing US forces in the
Middle East flew into Iraq yesterday for talks with
US and Iraqi officials expected to focus on ensuring
that Islamic State cannot stage a resurgence after
US troops withdraw from neighboring Syria. US
Army General Joseph Votel, head of the US Central
Command, made no remarks to reporters upon land-
ing in Iraq, where he was expected to get battlefield
briefings on the final push to retake the remnants of
Islamic State’s once vast territory in Syria. Votel was
also expected to discuss with officials in Baghdad
what impact the US withdrawal might have on Iraq,
where Islamic State has already shifted to guerrilla
hit-and-run tactics after losing all its territory.

Votel has said he does not expect President
Donald Trump’s withdrawal of more than 2,000
troops from Syria to significantly alter US troop
levels in Iraq, where the United States has more
than 5,000 forces. Those force numbers would stay
“more or less steady,” he said. “We will want to
make sure that we get the right capabilities on the
ground to support the Iraqis going forward,” Votel
told reporters traveling with him last week. “But I
don’t necessarily think that will result in an expand-
ed footprint by the United States or by the coali-
tion forces.”

Threat of resurgence
Trump’s surprise decision in December to with-

draw U.S. troops from Syria confounded his nation-
al security team and led to the resignation of his
defense secretary, Jim Mattis. It also shocked U.S.
allies and sent generals like Votel scrambling to
carry out the pullout in a way that best preserves
as many gains as possible. Islamic State still poses
a threat in Iraq and some U.S. officials believe that
the group’s leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, may be
hiding in Iraq. Baghdadi has led the group since
2010, when it was still an underground al Qaeda
offshoot in Iraq.

The Pentagon’s Inspector General said in a
report Islamic State remained an active insurgent
group and was regenerating functions and capabil-
ities more quickly in Iraq than Syria. “Absent sus-
tained (counter-terrorism) pressure, ISIS could
likely resurge in Syria within six to twelve months
and regain limited territory,” the report said, using
an acronym for Islamic State. In an interview on
Friday, Votel told Reuters he would recommend
continued arms and aid to the Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) as needed, provided the Kurdish-led
fighters keep the pressure on Islamic State and
help prevent its resurgence.

Votel has said Islamic State may still count tens
of thousands of fighters, dispersed throughout Iraq
and Syria, with enough leaders and resources to
present a menacing insurgency in the months ahead.
Iraq’s military has already shifted how it combats
the group, moving away from major combat opera-
tions to what Votel calls “wide-area” operations.
The US military has also modified the way that it
supports Iraqi security forces. “We’ve adjusted our
footprint as well, and where we go and where we
are best located to continue to advise and assist
them with their operations,” Votel said last week.
“We’ve made some changes in terms of where we
are so we can be in the best locations.”  —Reuters

ISFAHAN: Iranian mourners gather around the coffins of Revolutionary Guards who were killed in a sui-
cide attack, during their funeral in southeastern city of Isfahan. —AFP


