
KISR launches
first Kuwait
Energy Outlook
By Ben Garcia and Agencies 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) has launched the first edi-
tion of the Kuwait Energy Outlook (KEO) -
an annual, evidence-based review of Kuwait’s
energy production, usage and demand. The
report includes recommendations to create a
more sustainable, energy-efficient and diver-
sified economy and society in Kuwait. 

Director General of KISR Dr Samira Omar
said the launch of the KEO will serve as a
platform and guiding tool for monitoring and
forecasting for many decades to come. “We
want to ensure energy sustainability in order
to support the Kuwait vision, where 15 per-
cent of its energy demand will be covered by
renewable energy by 2035,” she said in her
opening remarks.  

According to Omar, KISR is playing a big
role in developing an energy strategy to uti-
lize and leverage science to serve Kuwait and
other countries. “In the past 50 years, KISR
has been at the forefront of energy research
in Kuwait, and today’s launch of KEO sym-
bolizes the next step in Kuwait’s energy plan-
ning. We are looking forward to further dis-
cussing our findings and recommendations
with policymakers in order to move towards a
diversified, sustainable and energy-efficient
society and economy,” she said.    

For the first edition, KISR’s Energy and
Building Research Center (EBRC) collaborat-
ed with the General Secretariat of the
Supreme Council for Planning and
Development (GSSCPD) and United Nations
Development Program (UNDP). This year’s
outlook highlights and analyzes three main
challenges Kuwait is facing in sustaining its
prosperity - the need to diversify its oil-
dependent economy, stimulate efficient usage
of energy, and further develop the country’s
potential renewable energy sources. 

In addition, the report calls for improved
collaboration between Kuwait’s key energy
players across the public and private sector,
to better facilitate the collection and analysis
of energy data in Kuwait. Investing in these
changes will benefit not only Kuwait’s envi-
ronment, but will also have a positive impact
on its economy and society, ensuring pros-
perity for generations to come.

Dr Khaled Mahdi, Secretary General of the
GSSCPD, commented: “GSSCPD is proud to
support the launch of the first Kuwait Energy
Outlook - the first of its kind in the GCC and
an important project for our nation’s future as
we work towards the goals of Kuwait’s 2035
vision.” 

Dr Edward Christow, UNDP Resident
Representative, underscored the importance
of the first outlook, saying: “In line with the
UNDP’s mission to support the people of
Kuwait in their realization of the Sustainable
Development Goals, we are delighted to see
KEO assume the role of a catalyst for
Kuwait’s economic diversification and

encourage cooperation between key energy
stakeholders in Kuwait.” 

The EBRC at KISR based its thorough
data analysis on a specific Long Range
Energy Alternatives Planning (LEAP) model,
developed by the KISR team in collabora-
tion with the Stockholm Environment
Institute in the United States. This model
will serve as a foundation for examining
energy efficiency and renewable energy
policies in Kuwait going forward. Following
the publication of the first outlook, KISR
has established the Kuwait Energy Policy
Center, which has been tasked with the cre-
ation of future editions of the annual report.
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By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Cyber security forms an integral
component of national security plans, a
senior government official said yesterday.
Salim Al-Othaina, chief of the
Communication and Information
Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA),
made that statement in a speech delivered
at the inauguration of the first Kuwait
Cyber Security Conference kicked off yes-
terday at the Millennium Hotel. The confer-
ence is organized by Kuwait Hackers under
the auspices of the Central Agency for
Information Technology (CAIT) and in
cooperation with Ministry of State for
Youth Affairs and CITRA. 

The conference is an opportunity for
participants to get acquainted with the
most serious cyber threats, Othaina said.
“We are keen to follow the approach of
cooperation between all sectors, all operat-
ing under one umbrella of government to
achieve our vision. We want to develop a
system of exchanging information between

local and international institutions, and a
mechanism for reporting hacker attacks and
cybercrime to spread national awareness of
cyber security to all sectors of society and
institutions. We also want to build national
cadres capable of dealing with cyber secu-
rity issues through the establishment of a

specialized academy for this field,” he said.

Young Kuwaiti experts
Director General of CAIT Haya Al-

Wadani expressed her happiness to see
young Kuwaiti experts participating in the
workshops. “It is good to see young

Kuwaiti experts in such an important skill
and expertise, especially in our modern era
of technology,” she said. She pointed out
that protection from intrusions is a priority
for CAIT, so the agency has prepared a
comprehensive plan for the safety of net-
works and immediate response in case of

emergency. “It also conducts the necessary
tests and spreads awareness among
employees,” Wadani said.

Director of Kuwait Hackers Basil Al-
Othman said for the first time, a group of
young Kuwaiti hackers participated in the
sessions of the conference, pointing out
that these experts will reveal hacking tech-
niques through live demonstrations of
breakthroughs and explain how individuals
or institutions can protect themselves from
hacking.

He noted that the initiative of the Kuwaiti
youth comes in response to the challenges
faced by vital bodies in the country in the
form of electronic threats and attempts to
penetrate the information, services, eco-
nomic, security and military infrastructure,
which constitute the vital artery of the min-
istries and institutions of the state, as well
as in response to the harassment of young
people on social networks and hacking of
smartphones. He stressed the importance of
forming national cadres capable of dealing
with cyber security issues.

Cyber security integral part
of national security plans

First Kuwait Cyber Security Conference underway

KUWAIT: Chief of the Communication and
Information Technology Regulatory Authority
(CITRA) Salim Al-Othaina speaks during the
conference. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Director General of the Central Agency for
Information Technology Haya Al-Wadani
delivers a speech.

Director of Kuwait Hackers Dr Basil Al-
Othman.

KUWAIT: Secretary General of the GSSCPD Dr Khaled Mahdi (left) and Director General of KISR
Dr Samira Omar attend the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

A general view of the audience.

Dhaman hires
staff to operate
primary clinics
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Health Assurance
Hospitals Company (Dhaman) is currently
recruiting various staff needed to operate
the company’s primary healthcare clinics
and hospitals and medical departments
and technical and backup service staff
needed for IT and administrative affairs.
Notably, Dhaman has already completed
preparing and equipping primary care
clinics, which are currently being operated
on a trial basis to check their readiness to
provide medical services. Dhaman was
established as a public-private-partner-
ship (PPP) entity to build hospitals and
clinics that provide medical services for
Kuwait’s expatriate community, and that
as part of a major plan that would also see
public medical facilities allocated exclu-
sively for Kuwaiti citizens.

Property owned
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled stressed
that the total value of property owned by
the ministry is KD 630 million including
KD 574 million in property owned over-
seas and KD 56 million in Kuwait. He
added that the total value of rent paid in
seven foreign cities is KD 17.8 million. 

Responding to a parliamentary inquiry
by MP Thamer Al-Suwait, Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled explained that the ministry
owns property worth KD 269 million in
Europe and America, KD 139 million in
Asia and Africa and KD 108 million in the
Arab world. He also explained that locally,
the ministry owns four buildings in Sharq,
Shuwaikh and Salmiya, in addition to the
Foreign Diplomatic Institute with a total
value of KD 55 million. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said that the
ministry is currently working on assessing
its budget according to actual contracts
and that the proposed budget for 2017-
2018 is KD 16,055,000, while the finance
ministry only approved KD 14 million. In
addition, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
stressed that the project to reinforce
Kuwait’s efforts in human rights has been
adopted within the ministry’s five-year
developmental plan through holding semi-
nars and workshops to help spread the
culture of human rights in Kuwait. 

94,713 applications
The Public Authority for Housing

Welfare currently executing 38 projects
with a total value of KD 1.3 billion, deputy
director for execution affairs Ali Al-Hubail
said, adding that total housing applications
have retreated to only 94,713. Hubail fur-
ther indicated that law number 113/2014
helped overcome all hurdles, with land allo-
cation on top, as enough land had been
provided to build over 225,000 units in five
gigantic residential cities including Mutlaa
and Southern Sabah Al-Ahmad. Hubail said
rocky terrain was one of the obstacles
faced in the Mutlaa project and that 12,000
tons of explosives had to be used in dig-
ging for the foundations. Separately,
Kuwait Municipality’s deputy director for
Capital and Jahra governorate affairs Faisal
Al-Jumaa has completed preparing a pro-
posal to amend the conditions of construc-
tion and specifications of residential com-
plexes outside and within Kuwait City. The
proposed conditions include building com-
mercial service facilities in a residential
complex to overlook inside streets and not
expressways or highways. 

Exams’ rescheduling
Some of subject supervisors at the

Education Ministry have informed con-
cerned heads of departments in primary
schools to have all curriculums completed
by April 18 instead of April 25, said
informed sources. The sources added that
supervisors want to finish all lessons on
this date just in case the Education
Ministry reschedules the final exams and
holds them a week earlier, which is likely to
happen for grades 5 to 11 to avoid coincid-
ing with those of grade 12. The sources
added said primary schools have already
started changing their plans to meet the
deadline set by the supervisors, noting that
this will cut the actual schooling time left in
the second term to around two months. 

Wedding halls
The Ministry of Social Affairs’ commu-

nity development manager Nadia Al-Azmi
said a memo had been made to intercon-
nect the ministry to various ministries
concerned with wedding halls with the
aim of facilitating and accelerating trans-
actions. Azmi said the department runs 22
community centers in various gover-
norates, including the latest in Mangaf,
which provides women with special train-
ing in various crafts. She added that new
centers are planned to open in new cities.
Azmi denied any plans to increase the
fees collected for booking wedding halls
at the time being. National Guard delegation

attends int’l defense exhibition 
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A Kuwait National Guard delegation accompanied Kuwaiti
Army Chief of Staff Lt Gen Mohammad Al-Khedr and Kuwait National
Guard Secretary Lt Gen Hashem Al-Refae in their visit to the international
defense exhibition IDEX 2019 in Abu Dhabi. The visit comes out of keenness
of Chairman of the National Guard HH Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah and
National Guard Deputy Chairman Sheikh Mishal Al-Jaber Al-Ahmad to be
at par with technological developments in the military field.

Government mall 
The government mall (Qurain exchange) in Mubarak Al-Kabeer gover-

norate was opened yesterday under the patronage and presence of
Minister of Commerce and Industry and State Minister for Service Affairs
Khalid Al-Roudhan, Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governor Lt Gen Ahmad Al-
Rujaib and Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for Residency
Affairs Maj Gen Talal Maarafi. 

Live ammunition training
The coastguard will carry out live ammunition training in territorial

waters on Feb 18 and 19 from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm in the following
areas: Qaruh and Um Al-Maradem Islands (28.55.0 N - 048.37.5.E,
28.46.8.N - 048.30.2.E).

Deportee
returns with
different 
passport
KUWAIT: A Bangladeshi man who was
previously deported tried to return to
Kuwait by using a passport that belongs
to someone else. He confessed to buying
the passport using all his savings. The
man presented a passport to the officer,
but he was referred to the forgery
department, where he insisted the pass-
port was his despite the difference in the
picture. He later confessed he had
bought the passport, because he cannot
use his original passport after he was
deported. He will be deported again.

Fatal fall
An Indian man fell from a high place

to his death at the Mutlaa City project.
His body was recovered by the coroner.
Investigations are ongoing to find out
the reason of the accident.

Prostitutes arrested
Vice detectives arrested two

Ukranian women for practicing prostitu-
tion. The two contacted their clients
through pornographic sites and charged
KD 100 per hour. Legal action is being
taken against them prior to their depor-
tation.

Search for thief
Criminal detectives are looking for a

man who attempted to rob the cashier of
Sulaibiya Co-op Society and injured him
in the process. The suspect has a crimi-
nal record and was arrested over several
offenses, most notably possession of an
unlicensed firearm. The thief escaped
after the attack, but was identified
through cameras, as he is well known to
police. —Translated by Kuwait Times
from Al-Rai

Defense Ministry
comments on ‘forged
citizenship’ report
KUWAIT: The Defense Ministry issued a statement yes-
terday commenting on a local newspaper report about a
high-ranking officer who is suspected of forging his
Kuwaiti nationality. The concerned person was referred to
investigations due to doubts over his nationality file, which
is being investigated. The statement added that the defense
ministry affirms it cooperates and coordinates with the
interior ministry in the field of exchanging security infor-
mation about military men of all ranks, and no one is
accepted to serve in the Kuwaiti military until after making
sure about their documents.

Bedoons’ rights discussed in meeting
KUWAIT: Executive Director of the Illegal Residents Affairs’
Apparatus Saleh Al-Fadalah met yesterday with Deputy
Director of the Middle East and North Africa Division at
Human Rights Watch Michael Page and his accompanying del-
egation, on illegal residents’ status in Kuwait. Fadalah stated in
a press release that the central apparatus is following a clear
policy dealing with international organizations about ‘Bedoons’
or stateless residents. He said he had briefed them on services
offered to Bedoons in the country. The meeting was attended
by a number of officials of the agency. — KUNA


