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Ghanem defends position of 
Kuwait on Palestinian issue

UK teen who joined IS gives
birth in Syrian refugee camp

MP says debt gathering a message to government
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem yester-
day strongly defended Kuwait’s posi-
tion on the Palestinian issue and lashed
out at statements by some opposition
groups that strongly criticized the
government on this issue. Ghanem was
commenting on reactions by MPs,
activists and political groups that
strongly criticized the presence of
deputy foreign minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah in a group picture in which the
Israeli prime minister was present at a
Warsaw conference last week.

The speaker said that he personally
wishes not to see any Arab or Muslim
official being pictured with the Israeli
premier. He said that the picture does
not take away anything from Kuwait’s
relentless and unwavering support for
the Palestinian cause and reiterated what
HH the Amir has always said - that
Kuwait will be the last Arab country to
normalize ties with Israel.

But Ghanem strongly blasted certain
groups “that no longer have any popu-
lar following” and which have strongly
criticized Jarallah’s action and the gov-
ernment’s position. He said that such
groups have no right to comment on
the Kuwaiti position in this unaccept-
able way. The speaker also said that the
assembly foreign relations committee -
in coordination with him - will invite
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-

Khaled Al-Sabah for a debate on this
issue next week.

In another development, MP Thamer
Al-Sumait said yesterday that a gather-
ing held on Saturday by hundreds of
Kuwaiti citizens calling to write off their
debts is a clear message to the govern-
ment. The lawmaker said that the gath-
ering also reflects the sufferings of more
than 429,000 Kuwaiti debtors and the
need to forgive their loans. He urged all
MPs to support a move to force the
government to forgive the loans. He said
that the living conditions of Kuwaiti citi-
zens must occupy the top of priorities of
lawmakers and that the government
must carefully understand the message
of the Kuwaiti people.

Hundreds of citizens gathered out-
side the National Assembly on
Saturday to demand that the Assembly
should press the government to scrap
all bank loans of Kuwaiti citizens. A
large number of lawmakers have said
they will support such a move when it
comes up for debate in the Assembly,
while the government insists it will not
scrap the loans.

Meanwhile, head of the central gov-
ernment agency for stateless people or
bedoons Saleh Al-Fadhalah yesterday
received a delegation from Human
Rights Watch to discuss the issue of
bedoons. Fadhalah said the agency’s
doors are wide open for human rights
organizations regarding the situation of
stateless residents.

KUWAIT: Bader Al-Kharafi, representative
of the Al-Kharafi-Al-Bahar consortium that
won an equity stake of 44 percent in Boursa
Kuwait, said many ideas and steps need to be
taken to develop the bourse. Speaking during
an exclusive interview with CNBC Arabia,
Kharafi said the ideas proposed include
boosting tools such as derivatives, option
markets, long-term trading, adding a bond
market, real estate portfolio market and
investment hedging along with observing
transparency standards and systems that
would attract international corporations. “We

need to reconsider automation and connec-
tion with brokerage firms to facilitate and
encourage trading,” he underlined. 

Kharafi  also highl ighted the need to
encourage family businesses to get listed,
noting that it has been observed through the
years that third generations in these busi-
nesses usually face some challenges in run-
ning the business. “If we manage to convince
them to get listed, this will facilitate things
for them as well as for future generations,
and thus we will achieve an added value for
the market,” he said. 

Kharafi said the bourse should offer more
opportunities to the youth and entrepreneurs,
as some of them would want to surrender part
of their equities to fund expansions. “The

bourse must enable them to do this,” he said,
expressing a desire to cooperate with the
National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprises’ Development. He said government
companies will follow in the footsteps of similar
regional firms in getting listed in the bourse
through privatization opportunities in fields
such as post and electricity. 

Responding to a question about the price of

237 fils per share offered by the consortium,
Kharafi stressed that the price was set after
thorough studies had been done based on the
bourse’s development after being run by the
private sector rather than the current situation.
“We do not look forward to increasing revenues
by imposing huge fees on companies, but
through achieving added value for Boursa
Kuwait,” he concluded. 

Kharafi eyes added value for bourse

KUWAIT: (From left) Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf, representative of the Al-Kharafi-Al-
Bahar consortium Bader Al-Kharafi and CEO of Capital Markets Authority Ahmad Al-Melhem
attend a press conference yesterday. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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UAE to build US military hospital 

ABU DHABI: A US military hospital funded by the
United Arab Emirates will be built in Abu Dhabi to
treat Emirati soldiers and regionally based American
troops, a US army official said yesterday. Lt Gen
Charles Hooper, director of the Defense Security
Cooperation Agency, said the US would deploy
medical military personnel in support of a facility
“very similar” to the one in Landstuhl, Germany -
the biggest American hospital outside the US. “We
are going to put that right here in Abu Dhabi,” he
told reporters on the sidelines of the International
Defense Exhibition in the UAE capital. “When com-
pleted, this facility, which is funded by the UAE, will
provide much-needed emergency medical support
to both Emirati forces and to regionally based US
forces,” he said. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan greets Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman upon his arrival at the Nur Khan air force base yesterday. —AFP

BANDAR ABBAS: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani unveils Iran’s first semi-heavy submarine named Fateh at the Bandar
Abbas naval base yesterday. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman yesterday
kicked off his tour of South Asia and
China with a high-profile visit to
Pakistan, signing joint agreements worth
$20 billion, according to Saudi-owned
Arabiya TV. Prime Minister Imran Khan
and Pakistan’s army chief Qamar Javed
Bajwa welcomed the crown prince on
the red carpet of a military airport in the
garrison city of Rawalpindi, near the
capital Islamabad. As part of a grandiose
welcome for the Saudi delegation,
Pakistan also sent fighter jets to guide
the incoming plane of Prince
Mohammed.

Prince Mohammed had also planned
to visit Indonesia and Malaysia during
the tour, but those trips have been post-
poned, according to Malaysian and
Indonesian officials. The crown prince
will, however, visit India. “This visit, God
willing, will start a new chapter in
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia’s relations,”
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi told state-run PTV channel.
“We’re going to start a strategic eco-
nomic partnership.”

Cash-strapped and in need of friends,
Pakistan is welcoming the crown prince
with open arms for a visit during which
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Saudi Arabia inks deals to 
invest $20bn in Pakistan

BEIRUT: Lebanon has appointed the Arab world’s
first female interior minister in its new government,
prising open a wider foothold for women in its over-
whelmingly male political scene. Raya Al-Hassan is
one of four women to take cabinet jobs in the new
coalition, more than ever before in Lebanon and three
more than in the last government, in which even the
minister for women was a man. Though Hassan has
already held top jobs - including finance minister in
2009-2011 - her appointment to a portfolio managing
security was hailed as a step forward for women in
Lebanese politics.

“This is a point of pride for all women and all the
people who believe in women’s capabilities,” Hassan
said. “There are a lot of female interior and defense
ministers in the world and they have proved their effi-
ciency. It might be a new phenomenon for Lebanon
and Arab countries, but hopefully it will be repeated
and not be unique,” she added. The three other women
in the 30-strong cabinet are in charge of energy,
administrative development and the economic empow-
erment of women and young people.

Though Lebanon is widely held to be liberal by
regional standards, with women playing a prominent 
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Lebanese women 
hail first female Arab 
interior minister

DUBAI: Iran is ready to work with all of its neighbors
to secure peace in the Middle East in the face of US
and Israeli aggression, President Hassan Rouhani said
yesterday, in his latest attempt to weaken ties between
regional rival Saudi Arabia and America. Iran and Saudi

Arabia have been fighting proxy wars for years, back-
ing opposing sides in conflicts in Syria and Yemen. But
pressure is building on Tehran after President Donald
Trump pulled the United States out of a 2015 nuclear
deal with six world powers and reimposed sanctions.
Saudi Arabia welcomed the move.

“Iran is ready to work with regional states to pre-
serve security in the Middle East,” Rouhani said in a
public speech in the southern Hormozgan province,
broadcast live on state TV. “We want to establish
brotherly ties with all countries of the region ... Iran has
never started any aggression in the region. 
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Saudi inks naval deal with French firm 

ABU DHABI: Saudi Arabia’s state arms producer
and a French government-majority firm signed an
agreement yesterday on a joint venture to boost the
kingdom’s navy. The memorandum of understanding
between Saudi Arabian Military Industries (SAMI)
and France’s Naval Group is aimed at providing the
Gulf state’s navy with “state-of-the-art systems”, a
statement said. “Through design, construction, and
maintenance activities, the joint venture will con-
tribute significantly to further enhancing the capa-
bilities and readiness of our Royal Saudi Naval
Forces,” SAMI boss Andreas Schwer said. — AFP 

Riyadh defends mobile app

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday defended a
mobile app that allows men in the kingdom to
track female relatives after rights groups and a US
lawmaker criticized tech giants for offering it. The
Absher app provides services for “all members of
the society... including women, the elderly, and
people with special needs”, the interior ministry
said. The free app is available on Android and
Apple smartphones and allows users to renew
passports, visas and eases a variety of other elec-
tronic services. The ministry criticized what it called
a “systematic campaign aimed at questioning the
purpose of the services”. It rejected what it
described as “attempts to politicize” the tool. —AFP


