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Alternative singer-songwriter Ryan Adams has been ac-
cused by several women of emotional abuse and exploit-
ing his position as a career mentor as a means to obtain

sex. An expose in The New York Times details a pattern of ma-
nipulative behavior from the 44-year-old Grammy-nominated
artist, including testimony from performer Mandy Moore, his
ex-wife. In one instance the paper-which interviewed more than
half a dozen women and reviewed a trove of the US rocker’s
digital communications-describes Adams as sending graphic
texts to a 14-year-old aspiring bass player and exposing himself
on Skype.  The paper said he continued the sexually provocative
correspondence for months despite appearing to doubt that she
was of age.

The country-influenced rocker-known for his strong per-
sonality-also allegedly presented women with opportunities to
build their profiles while pursuing sex with them, turning angry
and sometimes verbally abusive when rejected. Adams, who
found fame as a solo artist in the 2000s thanks to his debut
album “Heartbreaker,” apologized but denied the accusations

shortly after the story’s publication, saying “to anyone I have
ever hurt, however unintentionally, I apologize deeply and un-
reservedly.”

“But the picture that this article paints is upsettingly inac-
curate,” he tweeted. “Some of its details are misrepresented;
some are exaggerated; some are outright false. I would never
have inappropriate interactions with someone I thought was un-
derage. Period.” Adams’ ex-wife Moore-who rose to celebrity
as a pop star and now acts in the series “This Is Us”-said Adams
belittled her career while engaging in a “destructive, manic sort
of back and forth behavior.” “Music was a point of control for
him,” she said. The music industry has been less impacted by
the #MeToo movement and crusades against workplace ha-
rassment than industries including Hollywood and media. The
allegations against Adams come amid renewed scrutiny of R&B
superstar R Kelly, 52, whose career has flourished for decades
despite accusations of child pornography, sex with minors, op-
erating a sex cult and sexual battery. —AFP
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In this file photo singer-songwriter Ryan Adams performs during
SXSW in Austin, Texas. —AFP 

Alaw obliging Cuban artists to register
with the ministry of culture has cre-
ated controversy on the Caribbean

island known for its spontaneous musical
tradition. In the historic old town of Havana,
tourists amble through the colorful cobbled
streets serenaded by rumba and the sounds
of “soperos”-amateur singers and musi-
cians who can be found on almost every
corner. These are the main targets of De-
cree 349 which bans artists from performing
without official authorization, while also
providing sanctions for sexist and vulgar
language. The ruling socialist regime says
this is to “protect culture.”

The decree was signed by President
Miguel Diaz-Canel on April 20, one day
after he replaced Raul Castro as the coun-
try’s leader, but faced with the uproar it has
caused he’s since admitted the subject
“should have been discussed more and bet-
ter explained.” Yet that didn’t stop it being
signed into law in early December. Ten days
away from a referendum on the new consti-
tution, which includes a clause recognizing
that artistic creation should be “free,” some
artists have hit out at this “gagging decree,”
while many more have criticized its lack of
clarity. “It’s not right to have a decree with
gaps, that leaves room for doubt and lacks
clarity or creates uncertainty,” popular
singer Tony Avila told AFP. The 47-year-
old’s recent song “Mi casa.cu” created

waves in Cuba. It’s about refurbishments
needed in his house but many Cubans in-
terpreted it as an ode to fixing what’s wrong
in the socialist country, which finds itself at
a crossroads as it prepares to recognize the
role of private enterprise.

‘Back to civility’ 
“We’re going to apply it steadily until we

reach a consensus,” said Culture Minister
Alpidio Alonso on December 6, a day be-
fore the decree was signed into law. While
the decree has an impact on all artists, it is
widely expected to most affect musicians
and music video producers. It will punish

those who exceed “sound and noise” limits,
use national symbols in a disrespectful
manner or “violate current norms and reg-
ulations in matters of cultural policy.” The
question of cultural policy is an ominous
one. Socialist revolutionary and late leader
Fidel Castro defined it as such: “With the
revolution, everything. Against the revolu-
tion, nothing.”

Like much of Latin America, in particular
with the wave of reggaeton sweeping the
region, Cuban music videos can contain of-
fensive lyrics and multitudes of scantily clad
women. “I think it’s a good idea to try to go
back to civility,” said Avila, although he said
the decree was “a little incomplete.” 

‘Pretentious’ 
Surrounded by 40-odd Lucas trophies-

Cuba’s highest honor for music videos-pro-
ducer Joseph Ros is another skeptic. “When
you talk about such subjective issues, it’s
very difficult and I think it’s pretentious
translating them into law,” said the 29-year-
old. “It’s a decree that claims something that
is very difficult to control and depends a lot
on human resources, on the person who at
the end implements these measures.” The
decree states that the diffusion and commer-
cialization of artistic works must be ap-
proved and controlled “by the corresponding
cultural institution.” —AFP
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A musician carries a double bass on his shoulder along a street of Havana. — AFP photos

Cuban filmmaker and producer Joseph Ros, works at his studio in Havana.

Police in northern California are conducting a probe fol-
lowing outrage over the fatal shooting of 21-year-old
rapper Willie McCoy, who was found sleeping in his car

outside a Taco Bell. According to the Vallejo Police Department,
the February 6 shooting took place after employees at the fast-
food outlet late that evening called to report a Mercedes
parked in the drive-thru line with a man slumped over in the
driver’s seat. In a statement, police said officers responded to
the call and as they approached the locked vehicle, they no-
ticed that the driver was unresponsive and had a gun on his
lap. They added that the car’s transmission was in drive.

As police assessed the situation and tried to prevent the ve-
hicle from moving forward, the statement said, things turned
deadly. “The driver... suddenly began to move,” the police re-
port said. “The officers told the driver to keep his hands visible,
however the driver quickly reached for the handgun on his lap.
“In fear for their own safety, the officers discharged their
weapons at the driver.” It was unclear how many bullets were
fired. McCoy was pronounced dead at the scene. His family has
challenged the police version of events, describing the shooting
as an “execution” and a clear case of racial profiling.

“There was no attempt to try to work out a peaceful solu-
tion,” Marc McCoy, Willie’s older brother, told the Guardian.
“The police’s job is to arrest people who are breaking the law-
not take the law into your own hands. You’re not judge, jury
and executioner ... We’re never going to get over this.” McCoy’s
shooting follows a string of similar incidents of alleged police
brutality in the US in recent years. And this is not the first time
the Vallejo Police Department has come under scrutiny follow-
ing complaints of excessive force. — AFP
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