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Post-box love for lonely 
Britons on Valentine’s Day
Big-hearted Britons have penned thousands of uplifting

messages to be delivered to single seniors on Valentine’s
Day in a project aimed at alleviating loneliness. The let-

ters and cards were written in recent weeks and left in ten
models of old-fashioned red post-boxes set up in locations
across London and several other cities. Red Letter Days, a gift
experience company which came up with the idea, will dis-
patch the messages to needy elderly recipients in selected care

homes during Thursday. “I said: ‘You are loved, you are appre-
ciated, you are cherished,’” Shivanee Pattni, a 26-year-old mar-
keting manager, told AFP after scribbling a note at a box in her
central London workplace on Tuesday. “I think it’s great,” she
added. “It’s nice that someone’s thinking of them.”

The scheme is being run with the help of shared-office
provider WeWork, which is hosting seven of the boxes in the
lobbies of some of its locations. The company, which has more
than 40,000 members in Britain, has been advertising the op-
portunity to workspace users through its app and in-house
mailing list. Ross Grieve, WeWork’s community director in
Britain, said the response from members had been “incredible”
since the boxes first went up two weeks ago, with several left
overflowing by the volume of responses.

The project also has the support of the Campaign to End
Loneliness, which estimates there are nine million lonely people
in Britain-four million of them older people. “We really wanted
to support this because it gets people thinking about the lonely
and isolated people that might be in their life,” said Daniel Pat-
tison from the campaign. At the bustling WeWork hub near
Holborn in central London, a steady trickle of wellwishers con-
tinued to stop by the red post-box this week to deposit mes-
sages. “It’s a very great initiative,” said Jamal Khan, 41, a tax
consultant. “People need to know that they’re loved... to ap-
preciate that they’re not alone.” — AFP

Love in the time of climate change -
the Valentine’s traditions under threat

As lovers around the world celebrate Valentine’s Day  on 14th of February, few will be thinking of the environment. Yet they may soon have to - from rising seas
that could engulf the world’s honeymoon island resorts to changing weather patterns hitting the vineyards of France’s Champagne region, climate change
poses a threat to many romantic traditions. Here are four that are in jeopardy.

1. Honeymoon Islands

Sandy golden beaches are a popular
escape for honeymooning couples,
but romantic destinations such as
Bali and the Maldives are under
threat from rising seas. Ocean warm-
ing is also causing coral bleaching
and scientists say pollution and over-
fishing could contribute to the loss of
as much as 90 percent of global reefs
by 2050. Plastic pollution is also af-
fecting many island nations, with Van-
uatu and the Seychelles introducing
locally managed marine reserves or
banning plastic bags and straws.

2. City of Love

Paris is the quintessential city of love.
But in recent years the famous
cityscape has been regularly shrouded
in smog, prompting authorities to peri-
odically ban traffic on the Champs Ely-
sees. Almost 85 percent of the about
10 million people living in the greater
Paris region were exposed to levels of
pollution higher than national objectives
in 2017, according to Airparif, a govern-
ment monitoring body. Air pollution is
responsible for 48,000 deaths a year
across France, making it the nation’s
third biggest killer after smoking and al-
cohol consumption, according to a
2016 study by the French National
Public Health agency.

4 . Venice

The floating Italian city famed for its ro-
mantic gondola rides and historic St
Mark’s Square is at risk from floods and
storms exacerbated by climate change,
say experts. Italy is building flood bar-
riers to protect the fragile city, one of
several UNESCO World Heritage sites
in the Mediterranean region that are
threatened by coastal erosion and
flooding as oceans creep higher. The
UN panel of climate scientists has pro-
jected that human emissions of green-
house gases could cause sea levels to
rise globally by as much as 59 cm (2
feet) by 2100. — Reuters

3. Chocolate

As supermarket shelves groan under
the weight of fancily wrapped boxes of
chocolate ahead of Feb 14, it is hard to
imagine the world could ever run out.
Cocoa thrives in warmer weather but
requires rainfall and shade to grow, and
producers say deforestation and a
changing climate are threatening world
supplies. Mondelez International, the
US confectionary company behind the
Milka and Cadbury brands, has warned
that cocoa-producing regions could be-
come unsuitable for the crop in the next
30 years if urgent steps are not taken.
That includes Ivory Coast and Ghana,
which currently produce 60 percent of
world cocoa output.


