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NEW YORK: A white man who killed a black man with a
sword in the hopes of starting a race war was sentenced
to life in prison without parole Wednesday in New York,
multiple media accounts said. James Jackson, 30, a former
US Army specialist, apologized for the slaying, before the
State Supreme Court Justice Laura A Ward sentenced him
to the maximum allowed under the law, the New York
Times reported.

Last month, Jackson plead guilty to first-degree murder
in furtherance of an act of terrorism, in the March 2017
death of Timothy Caughman, 66. He turned himself in at a
police station after police circulated surveillance video of
the killing. Jackson, of Baltimore, told detectives that the
traveled to New York City because it is the US media cap-
ital and he believed that the killing would start a race war.

“The racial World War starts today,” Jackson wrote in
a manifesto that included a swastika, the Times reported.
“This political terrorist attack is a formal declaration of a
global total war on the Negro races,” he wrote. Neither an
attorney for Jackson nor state prosecutors were available
for comment early Thursday. In January, Cyrus Vance, New
York’s district attorney, said in a statement, “If you come
here to kill New Yorkers in the name of white nationalism,
you will be investigated, prosecuted, and incapacitated like
the terrorist that you are.” Jackson served as an Army spe-
cialist until 2012 and was deployed in Afghanistan for
nearly a year beginning in December 2010. He was
awarded several medals for his conduct.— Reuters
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ROME: Pope Francis condemned unfair access
to food around the world as “perverse” yester-
day, saying it threatened disaster for humanity
if not remedied. “Few have too much and many
have little,” said the 81-year-old Argentine
pontiff, who is one of the world’s most re-
spected voices on issues of poverty and social
justice. The Roman Catholic Church’s leader
made his comments during a visit to the Rome-
based UN Food and Agriculture Organization
for a session of the governing council of its sis-
ter agency, the International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development.

“Many do not have food and are adrift while
the few are drowning in the superfluous,” said
the pope, who has often backed UN targets to
tackle hunger and climate change. “This per-
verse tendency of inequality is disastrous for the
future of humanity.” In words echoing the com-
plaints of grassroots protest movements around
the world, Francis lamented that the rate of ex-

treme poverty reduction was slowing “while the
concentration of riches in the hands of few is in-
creasing”. In the pope’s home continent Latin
America, the number of people in extreme
poverty increased in 2017 to the highest in al-
most a decade despite improvements in social
spending policies, another UN agency said last
month.

“They live precarious situations: the air is
flawed, the natural resources are depleted, the
rivers polluted, the soil is acidified,” Francis said
of the world’s most disadvantaged. “They do not
have enough water for themselves or their crops,
their sanitary infrastructures are very deficient,
their housing scarce and defective.” Francis, who
also met with indigenous representatives, said it
was “paradoxical” that many of the more than
820 million people suffering hunger and malnu-
trition live in rural areas where most food is pro-
duced. The global exodus from rural to urban
areas was worrying, he added. —
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ROME: Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Jose Graziano da Silva (right)
addresses the Governing Council of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), a
Rome-based United Nations agency, as Pope Francis (left) listens son yesterday in Rome. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The US House voted overwhelmingly Wednes-
day to end American involvement in Saudi Arabia’s war effort in
neighboring Yemen, dealing a rebuke to President Donald Trump
and his alliance with Riyadh. The chamber voted 248 to 177 to
approve historic legislation that would direct the president within
30 days to “remove United States armed forces from hostilities
in or affecting the Republic of Yemen,” where a years-old conflict
has killed thousands of civilians. 

Eighteen Republicans joined all voting Democrats in support-
ing the measure, a striking curtailment of presidential war powers.
The vote puts pressure on the Senate to act. The Senate easily
passed a similar measure late last year condemning the adminis-
tration’s defense of the Saudi kingdom, but it died as the last Con-
gress ended with the then Republican-controlled House not
bringing it to a vote. Today the House is under Democratic con-
trol, and the measure moved swiftly on the floor.

“With my resolution passing the House, we are closer than
ever to ending our complicity in this humanitarian catastrophe,”
House Democrat Ro Khanna, who has spent years opposing US
military interventions, said on Twitter. And with Senator Bernie
Sanders helping lead the way on the legislation in the Senate,
Khanna said, “a War Powers Resolution will pass through both
chambers of Congress for the first time in history.” Sanders, who
is weighing a 2020 presidential run, applauded the House move.
“The Senate must quickly pass this resolution and finally reassert
Congress’ constitutional authority over war,” he said.

The resolution is a reminder that Congress was given the legal
ability to compel the removal of US military forces, absent a for-
mal declaration of war. Should the Senate pass the resolution, it
could force Trump to issue the first veto of his tenure. Bipartisan
anger has simmered in Congress since the murder last October
of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi by commandos from Riyadh.
The White House’s apparent embrace of Saudi Arabia and its
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman has caused lawmakers on

both sides of the political aisle to push back. Republicans notably
have also registered their dissatisfaction over other foreign policy
controversies, including the president’s plan to withdraw troops
from Syria and Afghanistan.—AFP 
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