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STOCKHOLM: Sweden said yesterday it had
replaced its ambassador to China after her “in-
correct” handling of unauthorized meetings in-
tended to help free dissident bookseller Gui
Minhai. The Hong Kong-based, Swedish pub-
lisher of books critical of China’s communist
leaders was abducted in Thailand in 2015 and
later appeared in custody in mainland China.

His daughter Angela Gui said this week she
had met ambassador Anna Lindstedt and two
businessmen in Stockholm in January, where
she was advised to keep quiet about her fa-
ther’s case while negotiations were proceeding.
Sweden’s Foreign Ministry said that was not an
official meeting, and Lindstedt had now re-
turned to Sweden with an interim envoy sent
to Beijing during an inquiry. “Neither the For-
eign Ministry nor the Foreign Minister were in-
formed until after the event,” ministry
spokesman Rasmus Eljanskog said in an
emailed statement.

“As a consequence of the incorrect manner
in which the said meetings were handled, we
are now conducting an internal investigation.”
Gui, 54, became a Swedish citizen after study-
ing there in the 1980s. After the abduction, he
was released in October 2017, but his where-
abouts were unclear until January last year
when his daughter said he was seized by Chi-
nese agents on a Beijing-bound train in the
presence of Swedish diplomats. China later
confirmed it had detained him again. In her
blog, Angela Gui said Lindstedt invited her to

Stockholm to meet two businessmen who
could help secure her father’s release.

‘Outrageous scandal’
“The businessman said, ‘you care about

Anna (Lindstedt), right? If you keep talking to
the media it’ll damage her career. You don’t
want her to come to any harm, do you?’”, she
said in the post on blog portal Medium. “In
order for this to happen (negotiations), I was
told I needed to be quiet. I wasn’t to tell anyone
about this, or say anything publicly about the
case,” she added. “I’m not going to be quiet in
exchange for ... an arbitrary promise that my
father ‘might’ be released. Threats, verbal
abuse, bribes, or flattery won’t change that.”

China’s Foreign Ministry declined comment,
with spokeswoman Hua Chunying saying she
knew nothing about Gui’s latest situation. On
its website, China’s embassy in Stockholm said
it had not authorized anyone to “engage” with
Gui’s daughter. “The Chinese side handles the
Gui Minhai case in accordance with law and
legal procedure,” it said. Gui’s original abduc-
tion - along with four others in the Hong Kong
book trade - fed worries about interference
from Beijing despite guarantees of wide-rang-
ing freedoms for the former British colony
which returned to Chinese rule in 1997.

The four others have since returned to Hong
Kong. The United States and European Union
have urged Gui’s release. Sweden said it was
continuing to seek Gui’s freedom, as Lindstedt

faced scathing criticism for what the leader of
Sweden’s Left Party called an “outrageous
scandal”. “A Swedish ambassador has done
the bidding of a dictatorship and tried to si-
lence the daughter of a Swedish political pris-

oner in China,” Jonas Sjostedt told local TV. “I
don’t think we have seen a worse scandal in
Swedish foreign administration for decades.”
Lindstedt could not immediately be reached
for comment. — Reuters
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BEIJING: A paramilitary police officer stands guard outside the Swedish embassy in Beijing
yesterday. — AFP 

A year after US 
school massacre, 
gun control 
remains elusive
MIAMI: On Valentine’s Day of last year, a 19-
year-old armed with a military-style assault
rifle walked into his old high school in Parkland,
Florida and slaughtered 17 people. That spasm
in America’s epidemic of gun violence gave new
impetus to the debate on controlling firearms,
prompting marches across the country and a
fresh round of hand-wringing in cable news
studios. Many of the Marjory Stoneman Dou-
glas High School survivors such as David Hogg
and Emma Gonzalez remain national figures a
year on-a testament to their tenacity in keeping
the atrocity in the headlines-yet concrete re-
form has remained limited and local.

Meanwhile America risks becoming inured
to the carnage: four months before Parkland a
gunman killed 58 people at a festival in Las
Vegas while, 16 months earlier, a massacre at a
gay night club in Orlando left 49 dead. Nearly
1,200 children lost their lives to gun violence in
the year since Parkland, according to a report
from McClatchy newspapers and The Trace, a

non-profit that chronicles firearms issues. More
than 200 teen journalists banded together to
profile the young victims for the report.

And with 37 mass shootings-those with at
least four victims, not including the assailant-
recorded already in the US this year, it is tempt-
ing to conclude that almost nothing has
changed. The inertia on gun control endures
despite the best efforts of the Parkland stu-
dents, who rejected the usual outpourings of
sympathy offered by politicians and launched a
nationwide movement seeking tougher regula-
tion on sales. “So many shootings have hap-
pened and you get ‘thoughts and prayers’ and
then nothing happens,” said Ryan Servaites,
who survived the shooting. “It’s an absolute
shame that our government has done absolutely
nothing about it. So you know, we’re fed up,”
Servaites, 16 said.

‘Our childhood ended’
A month after the shooting, the student ac-

tivists brought together hundreds of thousands
of demonstrators in Washington, under the
“March for Our Lives” banner. The teenagers
toured 26 states, visiting schools and talking
with lawmakers. They published a book, took
part in an HBO documentary and, most impor-
tantly, caused state laws to be changed.

“In just 11 minutes, our childhood ended,”
Hogg and Gonzalez wrote in November in The
Washington Post. Florida is governed by Re-
publicans and posed a major challenge for the

student activists. But they successfully pushed
for passage of state laws opposed by the pow-
erful US gun lobby, the National Rifle Associa-
tion. Among other changes, a “red flag” law was
passed allowing judges to order the seizure of
guns from people deemed to be mentally un-
stable and the minimum age for purchasing a
gun was raised to 21.

The sale and possession of devices known
as bump stocks, which allow semi-automatic
weapons to fire as fast as illegal machineguns,
and which were used to such deadly effect in
Las Vegas, were also banned. In December,
President Donald Trump barred them at the na-
tional level. After Parkland, 26 states and US
capital Washington approved 67 laws related
to gun control, according to the Giffords Law
Center to Prevent Gun Violence. In a report last
December, the center said the movement for
gun safety in America “experienced a tectonic
shift in 2018.”

Big plans for 2019 
Yet significant nationwide reform to slash

gun deaths has largely eluded the activists, who
have vowed to entrench their campaign in 2019.
On Friday last week lawmakers from both par-
ties presented Congress with a bill that would
require universal background checks prior to
gun purchases. Under current laws, licensed
dealers must carry out background checks on
would-be buyers, but loopholes allow people
to avoid such checks if they buy from a private

seller, at gun shows or over the internet. De-
fenders of the Second Amendment to the US
Constitution, which establishes the right to bear
arms, will fight the bill.

The NRA said such a law would not dis-
suade criminals, who will always find some way
to acquire a firearm. “These bills attack law-
abiding gun owners by placing further burdens
on gun ownership and use,” its website states.
Tom Palmer, a gun rights supporting political
scientist and vice president of free-market think
tank Atlas Network, told the Miami Herald the
two sides in the gun debate could not be more
polarized. “The gun control people see their
opponents as people who don’t care about
human life, and the gun rights people see their
opponents as people who don’t care about
human freedom,” Palmer said.

Also worth noting: in a closely contested
race for Florida’s governorship in last Novem-
ber’s mid-term elections, NRA-endorsed Re-
publican Rick DeSantis beat Democrat Andrew
Gillum, who backed stricter gun controls. Un-
deterred, a group of Parkland survivors
launched a petition on Monday which, if it gar-
ners the almost 800,000 signatures needed,
will trigger a referendum on banning military-
style assault rifles in Florida. Meanwhile Nikolas
Cruz, the defendant in the Parkland shooting,
awaits his day in court. Prosecutors have said
they will seek the death penalty on 17 counts of
pre-meditated murder and 17 counts of at-
tempted murder. — AFP 


