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TEHRAN: A suicide attack that killed 27 troops in
Iran’s restive southeast on Wednesday was claimed by
Jaish al-Adl, a Sunni Muslim extremist group that only
emerged seven years ago. Jaish al-Adl-Army of Jus-
tice in Arabic-is seen as the incarnation of Jundallah,
or Soldiers of God, which began a bloody rebellion
against the Islamic republic in 2000.

For a decade, Jundallah waged a deadly insurgency
on civilians and officials in the restive southeast. Jun-
dallah has been weakened since Iran executed its
leader Abdolmalek Rigi in 2010 after capturing him in
a dramatic operation. Rigi had been on a flight from
Dubai to Kyrgyzstan that year when Iranian fighter
jets intercepted the airliner he was travelling on and
forced it to land before arresting him. Like its prede-
cessor, Jaish al-Adl operates from bases in the south-
eastern province of Sistan-Baluchestan and
neighboring Pakistan, where it gets support from eth-
nic Baluch tribes.

Sistan-Baluchestan province is home to a large
community of minority Sunni Muslims who complain
of discrimination in Shiite-dominated Iran. Jaish al-
Adl was founded in 2012 by Salahuddin Farooqui, a
militant known for his opposition to Iran’s support for
President Bashar al-Assad in Syria’s civil war. Since
then it has claimed responsibility for dozens of deadly
bombings, ambushes and other attacks on Iranian se-
curity forces in the restive region, as well as abduc-
tions. Iran considers the organization-which it calls
Jaish al-Zolm (Army of Injustice in Arabic) -  a terror-
ist group supported by the United States and Israel
as well as regional rivals Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates.

Jaish al-Adl abducted 12 Iranian security personnel
in October near the border with Pakistan, five of
whom were later released and handed back to Iran by
Islamabad. In October 2013, 14 Iranian guards were
killed in an ambush near the border with Pakistan that
Jaish al-Adl said it carried out in response “to the
crimes of the Revolutionary Guards in Syria”. Iran in
retaliation said it executed 16 “rebels” and that its
forces later killed four Jaish al-Adl militants near the
frontier town of Mirjaveh. The following month, the
public prosecutor for the city of Zabol, which lies near
the Afghan border in Sistan-Baluchestan province,
was gunned down in an assassination claimed by Jaish
al-Adl. In February 2014, five Iranian soldiers were
abducted and taken across the border from Iran into
Pakistan, straining tensions between the two neigh-
boring countries. —AFP 
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Israel hails common front with 
Arabs on Iran in Warsaw talks

Netanyahu, Oman’s foreign minister meet one-on-one 
WARSAW: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu yesterday hailed as a breakthrough a
conference in Warsaw where he is standing side-
by-side with Arab powers to confront Iran, hop-
ing their common front can pave the way to
greater normalization of relations. The United
States initiated the two-day meeting in the Polish
capital as it seeks to squeeze Iran, but the talks
have drawn little interest from European powers
which are deeply suspicious of President Donald
Trump’s intentions. But Netanyahu voiced delight
after an opening dinner Wednesday night at War-
saw’s Royal Castle where he spoke in the same
room as top officials of Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and Bahrain-none of which recog-
nize the Jewish state.

“In a room of some 60 foreign ministers rep-
resentative of dozens of governments, an Israeli
prime minister and the foreign ministers of the
leading Arab countries stood together and spoke
with unusual force, clarity and unity against the
common threat of the Iranian regime,” Netanyahu
told reporters as he arrived for yesterday’s main
session at a football stadium. “I think this marks a
change and important understanding of what
threatens our future, what we need to do to se-
cure it, and the possibility that cooperation will
extend beyond security in every realm of life,” he
said. Netanyahu also met one-on-one with
Oman’s foreign minister, Yusuf bin Alawi bin Ab-
dullah, after paying a rare visit to the sultanate last
year. Israel only has diplomatic relations with two

Arab countries, neighboring Egypt and Jordan.
But Gulf Arab leaders-especially Saudi Arabia’s
powerful, US-allied crown prince, Mohammed bin
Salman-have increasingly put the Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict on the back burner as they instead
push to contain historic rival Iran.

Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law and ad-
viser, is taking part in the Warsaw conference
where he will speak behind closed doors on the
contours of a US peace proposal to be presented
after Israeli elections in April. The Palestinian gov-
ernment is not attending and has called the con-
ference an “American conspiracy”. It is refusing
US mediation after Trump in 2017 recognized bit-
terly contested Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

Low interest elsewhere
Most European countries sent low-level rep-

resentatives to Warsaw as they still support a deal
negotiated under former president Barack Obama
that constrained Iran’s nuclear program in return
for promises of sanctions relief. Trump called the
deal “terrible” and has slapped sweeping sanc-
tions back on Iran, seeking to curb the Shiite
power’s influence in regional hotspots Syria,
Yemen and Iraq. The European Union has defied
Trump by setting up a financial tool for European
firms to skirt US sanctions and keep doing busi-
ness in Iran, the Middle East’s second most pop-
ulous country.

Even host Poland-eager to please the United
States as it worries about a resurgent Russia-has

said that it backs the nuclear accord, with which
UN inspectors say Iran is complying. Russian
President Vladimir Putin has managed to divert
the spotlight by holding a simultaneous summit in
the resort of Sochi with Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani and their Turkish counterpart Recep

Tayyip Erdogan over the future of war-battered
Syria. Also casting a cloud over the Warsaw talks,
a suicide car bombing in southeastern Iran on
Wednesday killed 27 troops of the elite Revolu-
tionary Guards who were returning from patrol,
according to the force.—AFP 

Syria families flee IS holdout
to dust and desperation

WARSAW: Participants, including members of the Saudi delegation, arrive for a session at
the conference on Peace and Security in the Middle east in Warsaw yesterday. — AFP

NEAR BAGHOUZ: The cry echoed
across the chalk-dry Syrian plain:
“Water!” Within seconds, the truck car-
rying a few dozen bottles was emptied
by parched refugees who had spent the
night out in the open. At least 300
women and children, mostly Iraqi, had
slept amid the desert scrubs after es-
caping the Islamic State group’s final re-
doubt of Baghouz in eastern Syria. A
lucky few got tents, but the vast majority
were spread out on cheap blankets pro-
vided to them by the US-backed Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF), who also
handed out the few cases of bottled
water and some food. No humanitarian
organizations were present at the loca-
tion. “The kids were crying all night from
the cold,” said Fatima, an Iraqi woman
from Baghdad who fled Baghouz with
her four children, all under 15.

“This is the second night we sleep
outside. There was so much bombing in
Baghouz that it was safer for us to sleep
in the open,” she said. The displaced
families were waiting to be processed
by SDF members then transported by
cargo truck six hours north to the Al-Hol
displacement camp. “At least in a camp,

we’ll have a tent,” snapped Fatima. On
Wednesday afternoon, as the sun was at
its peak, the situation at the collection
point was reaching fever pitch. Children
with no shoes were plopped in the dirt,
sliding small pebbles and sand in their
mouths. One of them kept chewing on a
plastic spoon. 

Dirty nappies
The cracked earth all around them

was littered with empty bottles and
dirty nappies. An adolescent girl in a
headscarf approached a boy her age
who had been quick enough to grab a
styrofoam container of rice and green
peppers from the SDF truck. “Can you
share?” she asked timidly as he
scooped food into his mouth with his
soot-covered palms. He waved her
away and her thin face twisted into a
silent sob. Food, safe drinking water and
medication have been scarce for weeks
in Baghouz as the SDF closes in on the
final patch still held by IS.

Those who manage to flee say the ji-
hadists have used them as human
shields, hoarding food and blocking
them from leaving. —AFP


