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GROS-ISLET: Mark Wood answered West Indian pace
with fearsome heat of his own as the fast bowler
claimed his first five-wicket innings haul in Tests and
put England in control on the second day of the third
and final Test in St Lucia on Sunday.

Playing his first match of the series, Wood tore
through the heart of the home side’s batting to finish
with five for 41 as the West Indies, replying to England’s
first innings total of 277, crashed from 57 without loss
in mid-afternoon to 154 all out an hour before the close
of play.  A day which saw 16 wickets tumble ended with
the tourists’ opening pair of Rory Burns and Keaton
Jennings safely navigating ten overs to be 19 without
loss at stumps, an overall lead of 142 runs going into
day three as they seek the consolation of victory fol-
lowing heavy defeats in the first two matches of the
series.  Wood’s raw speed unsettled the West Indies
middle-order batsmen after Moeen Ali ended another
half-century opening partnership by accounting for
stand-in captain Kraigg Brathwaite and partner John
Campbell off consecutive deliveries. Ali supported
Wood’s hostility at the other end with subtle variations
to finish with figures of four for 36. 

However it was the introduction of Wood, who came
on as the fourth bowler in the England armoury, which
had the greatest impact on an eventful day. 

He dismissed Shai Hope and Roston Chase off suc-
cessive deliveries, both taken at gully, in his opening
over and added the scalp of Shimron Hetmyer, caught
at the second attempt by England captain Joe Root at
first slip, off the final delivery of the afternoon session.
Darren Bravo perished shortly after the resumption to
another Root slip catch and the delighted fast bowler
returned after some resistance from Shane Dowrich
(38) to polish off the innings and complete the five-
wicket haul when he yorked last man Shannon Gabriel. 

At the start of the day England’s batsmen collapsed
to the West Indian fast bowlers yet again, this time
operating effectively with the second new ball, as the
visitors lost six wickets for 45 runs to be dismissed just
before lunch. 

Wicketless on the first day when an unbroken fifth-
wicket partnership of 124 between Jos Buttler and Ben
Stokes lifted the tourists to 231 for four, Kemar Roach
stole the spotlight in scything through the middle and
lower order to finish with figures of four for 48. He now
has 17 wickets in series.

It was Gabriel though who made the first strike of
the morning by bowling Jos Buttler on his overnight
score of 67 with just one run added to the total. 

That was the trigger for the slide and a reinvigorated

Roach quickly got involved by dismissing Stokes for the
innings topscore of 79 when the attacking left-hander
miscued an attempted pull and wicketkeeper Dowrich
sprinted 30 metres to backward square-leg in clinging
on to a superb diving catch.  Jonny Bairstow laboured
for 33 deliveries in managing just two runs before
Roach breached the right-hander’s defence while last
man James Anderson proved easy prey for the rampant
bowler, fending his second delivery into the waiting
hands of Keemo Paul at third slip.  — AFP

Wood’s first five-wicket innings
haul send West Indies reeling

LONDON: Afghan spin-bowling teenage sensation
Mujeeb Ur Rahman will play for English county
Middlesex in their T20 campaign next season, the club
announced yesterday. The 17-year-old-who has taken
54 international wickets in all formats since making his
debut aged 16 — will hope to make the same impact
his compatriot Rashid Khan did at Sussex last year.

Khan took 17 wickets at an average of 14.35 to play
a major role in Sussex reaching the knockout stages
for the first time since 2015 — although he was unable
to play in the latter rounds due to international duty.

Rahman has enjoyed a successful Big Bash cam-
paign with Brisbane Heat, picking up 12 wickets and
returning best figures of three for 16. “Middlesex
Cricket is today delighted to announce the signing of
Mujeeb Ur Rahman for this season’s Blast campaign,”
the county said in a statement.

“The 17-year-old spinner becomes head coach
Stuart Law’s first signing of the summer and will be
available for the entire Blast campaign. “He will join up
with the Middlesex squad in early July to prepare for
the tournament ahead.”

Law said Rahman, who played for Hampshire in the
competition last year, would add a unique style to the
bowling attack. “It is with great pleasure to say that
Mujeeb has agreed to play for Middlesex in the Blast,”
said Law.— AFP

Middlesex sign 
Afghan teen  
for T20 Blast

SAINT LUCIA: Mark Wood (L) of England celebrates the dismissal of Shai Hope (R) of West Indies during day 2 of
the 3rd and final Test between West Indies and England at Darren Sammy Cricket Ground, Gros Islet, Saint Lucia,
on Sunday. — AFP 

SCOREBOARD

England 1st Innings
R. Burns lbw b Paul 29
K. Jennings c Bravo b Paul 8
J. Denly lbw b Gabriel 20
J. Root c Dowrich b Joseph 15
J. Buttler b Gabriel 67
B. Stokes c Dowrich b Roach 79
J. Bairstow b Roach 2
M. Ali c Bravo b Joseph 13
M. Wood c Joseph b Roach 6
S. Broad not out 0
J. Anderson c Paul b Roach 0
Extras (b5, lb11, nb6, w16) 38
Total (101.5 overs, all out) 277
Fall of wickets: 1-30 (Jennings), 2-69 (Burns), 3-69 (Denly), 4-107 (Root),
5-232 (Buttler), 6-256 (Stokes), 7-270 (Bairstow), 8-275 (Ali), 9-277
(Wood), 10-277 (Anderson)
Bowling: K. Roach 25.5-11-48-4 (1w), S. Gabriel 24-6-49-2 (2w), A.
Joseph 17-2-61-2 (1nb, 3w), K. Paul 21-7-58-2 (5nb, 2w), R. Chase 10-0-
40-0, K. Brathwaite 4-0-5-0.
West Indies 1st Innings
K. Brathwaite c Anderson b Ali 12
J. Campbell lbw b Ali 41
S. Hope c Burns b Wood 1
D. Bravo c Root b Wood 6
R. Chase c Burns b Wood 0
S. Hetmyer c Root b Wood 8
S. Dowrich lbw b Broad 38
K. Paul stpd Bairstow b Ali 9
K. Roach not out 16
A. Joseph c Broad b Ali 2
S. Gabriel b Wood 4
Extras (lb4, nb3, w10) 17
Total (47.2 overs, all out) 154
Fall of wickets: 1-57 (Brathwaite), 2-57 (Campbell), 3-59 (Hope), 4-59
(Chase), 5-74 (Hetmyer), 6-79 (Bravo), 7-104 (Paul), 8-145 (Dowrich), 9-
148 (Joseph), 10-154 (Gabriel)
Bowling: J. Anderson 9-3-31-0 (1nb), S. Broad 15-4-42-1 (1w), M. Ali 15-
4-36-4, M. Wood 8.2-2-41-5 (2nb, 1w).
England 2nd Innings
R. Burns not out 10
K. Jennings not out 8
Extras (nb1) 1
Total (10 overs, 0 wkt) 19
To bat: J. Denly, J. Root, J. Buttler, B. Stokes, J. Bairstow, M. Ali, M. Wood,
S. Broad, J. Anderson
Bowling: K. Roach 4-3-4-0 (1nb), S. Gabriel 3-0-9-0, K. Paul 3-1-6-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on the second day of the third and final Test
between the West Indies and England at the Darren Sammy
Stadium in St Lucia yesterday:

England in control on second day of final Test 

PARIS: Romania reached the Fed Cup semi-finals for
the first time on Sunday with a 3-2 win over defending
champions Czech Republic as Irina-Camelia Begu and
Monica Niculescu stunned Wimbledon and French
Open winners Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina
Siniakova in a marathon doubles decider.

Begu and Niculescu triumphed 6-7 (2/7), 6-4, 6-4 in
a thrilling rubber in Ostrava which lasted just seven
minutes short of three hours. Krejcikova and Siniakova,
the world’s leading pair, trailed a break early in the final
set before hitting back to 4-4.

But the Romanian pair broke straight back for 5-4
before Begu, ranked at 35 in doubles, served out the
tie. The result ended the 10-time champions Czechs’
hopes of making the Fed Cup semi-finals for an 11th
successive year and represented their first home
defeat in a decade.

Earlier, Simona Halep won the battle of the former
world number ones with an epic 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 triumph
over Karolina Pliskova, the Czechs’ highest-ranked
player in the absence of world number three Petra
Kvitova. “I am happy to have won against such a
tough opponent,” said Halep after winning her second
singles of the weekend. “It was my best and biggest
win in the Fed Cup.”

Siniakova, who won both her singles rubbers in the
2018 final triumph over the United States, pulled the
Czechs level by seeing off Mihaela Buzarnescu 6-4, 6-2.
French Open champion Halep had said that winning a
first Fed Cup for Romania was now the top priority on
her “bucket list” having finally broken her Grand Slam
drought in Paris last year.

Romania will now travel to France in April’s semi-
finals while the other last-four clash sees Belarus up
against Australia. In Liege, Caroline Garcia crowned
her comeback from a two-year Fed Cup exile by lead-
ing France past Belgium and into a fourth semi-final in
five years.

French number one Garcia brushed aside Belgium’s
top player Elise Mertens 6-2, 6-3 to follow her opening

day three-set win over Alison Van Uytvanck. Her win
gave two-time champions France an unassailable 3-0
lead in the tie before Belgium grabbed a consolation
point in the dead doubles rubber.

“Two years is not that long in a tennis career,” said
Garcia who opted out of the Fed Cup in 2017 follow-
ing an ugly public spat with her teammates. “But I
always said that I would come back and that it was
important to me.”

AUSSIES EDGE USA 
At Asheville, North Carolina, won in both singles and

doubles as Australia edged the 18-time champion
United States 3-2 in a tie that came down to the wire.
Barty notched up a 10th successive win in the tourna-

ment by seeing off Madison Keys 6-4, 6-1 to give
Australia a 2-1 lead.

Danielle Collins levelled the tie when the Australian
Open semi-finalist, making her Fed Cup debut, saw off
Daria Gavrilova 6-1, 3-6, 6-2. Barty then teamed with
Priscilla Hon to beat Collins and Nicole Melichar 6-4,
7-5 in the decisive doubles.

Belarus coasted into the semi-finals when world
number nine Aryna Sabalenka defeated Laura
Siegemund 6-1, 6-1 for an unassailable 3-0 lead over
Germany in Braunschweig. “I am so happy and our
team is so happy. It’s unbelievable to win,” said the 20-
year-old Sabalenka who dropped just five games in
four sets all weekend. The semi-finals take place on the
weekend of April 20-21. — AFP

Romania stun
champs Czech
in Fed cup

PERTH: Steve Smith and David Warner could be in line for an immediate
return to the Australian team when their bans expire midway through the
upcoming one-day international (ODI) series against Pakistan in the
United Arab Emirates. The five match Pakistan series will be held from
March 22-31, Pakistan’s Cricket Board said. Smith and Warner, who were
banned for their roles in last year’s Cape Town ball-tampering scandal, are
eligible for selection again on March 29, meaning they can be called up for
the fourth ODI against Pakistan.

Australia face Pakistan in the first ODI in Sharjah on March 22, with the
second match scheduled for two days later at the same venue. The teams
will then move to Abu Dhabi for the third match on March 27, with the
final two games in Dubai on March 29 and 31.

The confirmation of dates for the Pakistan series also gives Australian
players with lucrative Indian Premier League (IPL) contracts a measure of
clarity, as players called up for the series will not be immediately released
for the IPL The 2019 season of the IPL is scheduled to begin late March,
with Australian players selected for the Pakistan series expected to be
unavailable until April 2 at the earliest. — Reuters

Smith and Warner 
bans to end during 
Pakistan ODI series

OSTRAVA: Romanian Irina-Camelia Begu and Monica Niculescu (R) play during their doubles match against
Czech’s Barbara Krejcikova and Katerina siniakova in their first round Fed Cup tennis match between Czech
Republic and Romania on Sunday, in Ostrava.  — AFP

Steve Smith

Froome up against 
altitude on season 
debut in Colombia
MEDELLIN: Four-time Tour de France winner Chris
Froome will have his work cut out dealing with the alti-
tude when he tackles the Tour Colombia starting today,
his rivals and team-mate said. “Having Froome will be
interesting because, apart from the rivalry, we’ll see how
these riders go at altitude, how they feel, what they
think,” Colombian Nairo Quintana, who has twice fin-
ished runner-up to Froome at the Tour de France, told
sports daily Marca.

Altitude will be an important feature of July’s Tour with
seven climbs rising above 2,000-meters including the Col
de l’Iseran, the highest paved mountain in Europe at
2,770m. While Quintana raced in last week’s Tour of San
Juan in Argentina, where he finished eighth, 33-year-old
Froome will be competing in his first race this season.

But with four of the six stages taking place over
2,000m, Tour Colombia is going to be good preparation
for what the riders will face in France in five months time.
Froome’s 22-year-old Colombian team-mate Egan Bernal
won the inaugural Tour Colombia last year, but he says his
illustrious Team Sky leader won’t be taking a back seat in
the Andes.

“He wants to ride the Tour Colombia well. At the time
and during the race we’ll see who the leader is, if it’s him or
me,” said Bernal, 22. Another rival, Rigoberto Uran, a for-
mer Froome team-mate at Sky and runner-up to the Briton
at the 2017 Tour when riding for his current outfit
Education First Drapac, can’t see the Kenyan-born rider
winning in Colombia.—AFP


