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Louis Domingue wins 10th straight 
start as Lightning beat Panthers

25

Blues’ Tarasenko gets hat trick, OT goal defeats Predators
FLORIDA: Backup goalie Louis Domingue won his 10th
straight start as the Tampa Bay Lightning defeated the
host Florida Panthers 5-2 on Sunday night in Sunrise,
Fla. Domingue (18-4-0), who made 25 saves, is 3-0
against the Panthers this season and hasn’t lost to any-
one since Nov. 27.

Tampa Bay got two goals and one assist from Nikita
Kucherov, who has 24 goals this season and leads the
NHL with 84 points. Tampa Bay also got goals from
Steven Stamkos (No. 29), Ryan Callahan (his sixth) and
Brayden Point (team-high No 32). Florida got goals
from Frank Vatrano, his 19th, and Denis Malgin, his sixth
this season and his first in exactly one month. Vatrano
leads the Panthers in even-strength goals with 17.

ISLANDERS 2, WILD 1
Devon Toews scored the decisive goal early in the

second period and host New York continued its remark-
able performance in the second game of back-to-back
sets by edging Minnesota. Anthony Beauvillier scored in
the first period for the Islanders, who have won three
straight and are 9-0-0 in the second game of back-to-
back sets this year. Goalie Thomas Greiss made 26 saves
for the Islanders. Mikael Granlund scored in the second
period for the Wild, who have lost five of six (1-3-2).
Goalie Devan Dubnyk recorded 32 saves.

BLACKHAWKS 5, RED WINGS 2
Dominik Kahun had two goals and an assist and host

Chicago extended its winning streak to seven games by
topping Detroit. Dylan Strome supplied a goal and two
assists for the Blackhawks, who have climbed to 23-24-
9 to reinvigorate their playoff hopes. Patrick Kane
stretched his point streak to 14 games with a third-
period goal and added an assist. Jonathan Toews also
had a goal and an assist. Cam Ward made 43 saves.
Christoffer Ehn and Gustav Nyquist scored for Detroit,
which has dropped three straight. Jonathan Bernier
made 31 saves.

BLUES 5, PREDATORS 4 (OT)
Vladimir Tarasenko recorded a hat trick, including

the game-winner 16 seconds into overtime, as visiting
St Louis won its sixth straight game and its second over
Nashville in 24 hours. Alex Pietrangelo and Tyler Bozak
also scored goals, and Ryan O’Reilly and Jay
Bouwmeester each had two assists for the Blues, who
broke a six-game losing streak in Nashville. Viktor
Arvidsson tallied a pair of goals, Roman Josi had a goal
and an assist, and Filip Forsberg scored for Nashville.
Ryan Ellis and Ryan Johansen each had two assists.
Blues goalie Jake Allen got the nod in net for the first
time since Jan. 17 and made 40 saves, while Juuse Saros
stopped 24 shots for the Predators.

JETS 3, SABRES 1
Blake Wheeler scored the go-ahead goal at 16:05 of

the third period as Winnipeg snapped a season-worst
three-game losing streak by beating host Buffalo.
Andrew Copp also scored and Mark Scheifele added
an empty-netter for the Jets, who salvaged the finale of
their three-game trip. Winnipeg had been outscored
13-6 during its skid, including a 5-2 defeat Saturday at
Ottawa. Wheeler and Scheifele each had a goal and an
assist and goaltender Connor Hellebuyck made 35
saves. Buffalo goalie Carter Hutton stopped 26 of 28
shots, and Jack Eichel scored the Sabres’ lone goal.

DEVILS 3, HURRICANES 2
Marcus Johansson scored two goals as New Jersey

snapped a three-game losing streak by defeating
Carolina in Newark, N.J., the Devils’ only victory as
they concluded a four-game homestand. Pavel Zacha
also scored for New Jersey, and Nico Hischier supplied
three assists. New Jersey goalie Keith Kinkaid made 33
saves. He had played in only one of the team’s previous
four games, but he improved his record to 15-16-6 this
season. Dougie Hamilton and Teuvo Teravainen scored
for the Hurricanes. Nino Niederreiter assisted on both

goals. Carolina goalie Petr Mrazek stopped 18 shots.

BRUINS 2, AVALANCHE 1 (OT)
Brad Marchand scored at 4:03 of overtime,

Jaroslav Halak had 35 saves and John Moore also
scored for host Boston, which edged Colorado.
Marchand got the winner when his shot went off the

skate of Colorado forward Matt Calvert and past
goaltender Semyon Varlamov. It was Marchand’s 21st
of the season. Boston is 4-0-3 in its last seven games.
Nathan MacKinnon scored and Varlamov had 34
saves for the Avalanche, who have lost seven in a row,
the last three in overtime. Colorado is 1-11 in games
decided after regulation. — Reuters

SAN FRANCISCO: Phil Mickelson was closing in
on a fifth Pebble Beach Pro-Am title when darkness
halted play in the final round of the weather-hit US
PGA Tour tournament. Mickelson will return to play
the last two holes today holding a three-shot lead
over playing partner Paul Casey.

Red-hot Mickelson and Casey had opposing
views on whether to continue as darkness fell,
Mickelson putting out for a par at the 16th and say-
ing he was ready to head to 17 as Casey opted to
call it a day with a three-foot putt for par in front of
him. “I can see fine,” Mickelson told a rules official
on the 16th green. But he said he understood
Casey’s perspective. “I get exactly where Paul’s
coming from,” Mickelson said. “It’s dark and we’re
going to have a good chance tomorrow to come
out on fresh greens. They got pretty rough this
afternoon so I totally get it.

“But I have pretty good vision, I can see fine and
I’m playing well so I wanted to continue, that’s all
there is to it. Casey said he didn’t see why they
should continue in the gathering darkness when
they wouldn’t be able to complete the round.

“From my angle it was are we going to get 18
done,” he said. “We weren’t going to get 18 done.”
The last two groups didn’t tee off until after two
weather delays, with rain postponing the start of
play for an hour and a hailstorm bringing another
two-hour hold-up.

Mickelson, gunning for a 44th US PGA Tour title,
was unfazed by the uncertainty. He started the day
three shots off Casey’s lead but roared to the top of
the leaderboard with six birdies that put him 18-
under for the tournament with two holes remaining.

He gained ground with birdies at the par-five
second and the fourth, then made back-to-back
birdies at the ninth and 10th-two of the toughest
holes on the course. He curled in a seven-footer for
birdie at 13 and drained a six-footer at 14.

Casey, meanwhile, struggled to get anything
going. A birdie at the second was followed by eight
straight pars before back-to-back bogeys at 11 and
12. A birdie from the fringe at 14 left him even for
the day and 15-under par for the tournament.

American Scott Stallings was in the clubhouse
on 15-under after a six-under par 66 with Jason
Day of Australian and South Korean Kim Si-woo
tied for fourth on 13-under. Casey called
Mickelson’s effort “a phenomenal round of golf”
but added: “It’s not over yet”. Mickelson, who could
join Mark O’Meara as the only five-time winners of
the tournament, is no stranger to the fickle
February weather on the Monterey Peninsula.

The last time the final round was played on
Monday was in 2000, when Tiger Woods rallied
from a five-shot deficit. In 2009, rain prevented a
planned Monday finish and Dustin Johnson was
declared the winner after 54 holes.

Mickelson’s first Pebble Beach title back in 1998
came when the weather was so bad that the final
round was actually played on a Monday in August-
six months after the tournament began. “That’s
probably a good omen,” Mickelson said. — AFP

Mickelson leads by 
three as Pebble 
Beach heads to 
close finish

NEW YORK: Nick Seeler #36 of the Minnesota Wild holds up Anders Lee #27 of the New York Islanders during the
third period at the Barclays Center on Sunday in the Brooklyn borough of New York City. — AFP

ARE: Italian Dominik Paris put himself in a strong posi-
tion for a shot at another medal at the World Ski
Championships after topping the downhill section of
the men’s alpine combined event yesterday.

Paris stormed to an impressive super-G victory last
week and again impressed on the Olympia course, tim-
ing 1min 07.27sec down the race track shortened to
1.8km due to wind up top. Although his last competitive
stand-alone slalom dates back to Kitzbuehel in 2013, in
which he failed to finish the first run, Paris did enough
to manage joint fourth in the last world combined in

2017 alongside Norway’s Aleksander Aamodt Kilde,
third in the downhill here at 0.38sec.

But the 29-year-old Paris faces a test of character,
having bombed out of the slalom in last month’s
Wengen combined and also at the 2018 Pyeongchang
Olympics. The Italian will also be up against it as the
slalom specialists show their spurs in the technical
event, scheduled for 1530 GMT.

Austrian Marco Schwarz, winner of the Wengen
combined last month, was just 1.25sec off Paris, and
defending world combined champion Luca Aerni of
Switzerland was also primed for attack, at 1.23sec.

France’s Alexis Pinturault, who claimed Olympic sil-
ver last year, left himself with it all to do in the slalom.
‘Pintu’ could only finish 24th in the downhill at 1.52sec,
just behind Victor Muffat-Jeandet, who won bronze in
Pyeongchang.

But Pinturault remained positive. “I’m a little off
Marco Schwarz and Victor, but my goal was to be in
contact,” he said. “Paris has given himself a little lead,

but everything remains possible.” Leading the French
charge in the downhill was instead Maxence Muzaton,
in ninth at 0.72sec.

American Ted Ligety, 2013 combined champion and
2006 Olympic gold medallist in the discipline, had a
shocker in the speed event, coming in 41st at 2.57sec, a
deficit even the most optimistic of skiers would say was
a bridge too far.

But also giving themselves a fighting chance for at
least a push for a podium spot were Italian 2014
Olympic bronze medallist Christof Innerhofer, Swiss
pair Carlo Janka and Mauro Caviezel, Austrian Romed
Baumann and Vincent Kriechmayr, the latter having
already won super-G silver and downhill bronze in Are.

In the absence of now-retired Aksel Lund Svindal
and the absent Kjetil Jansrud, the best placed
Norwegian apart from Kilde was Adrian Smiseth
Sejersted, in ninth at 0.67sec. Austria’s reigning Olympic
champion and 2015 world gold medallist Marcel
Hirscher is not competing in the combined. —AFP

Paris tops combined 
downhill, Pinturault 
with all to do
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KUWAIT: Kuwait grabbed silver and a bronze medal
on the first day of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 8th International Shooting Grand
Prix, being held at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Shooting
Complex, as shooters from Serbia had control of the
gold medals.

In the 50 meters pistol for men Hamad Al-Namshan
from Kuwait won silver with a score of 537 points while
Saad Al-Ajmi won silver 536, as the gold medal went to
world champion in 2019, 2012, 2014, 2015, 2016 and
2017 from Serbia Damir Mikec who scored 567 points.

The second place finisher during the 2016 World

Cup did not have any difficulty in winning the gold
medal of 10m air rifle by scoring 247.9 points leaving
the silver to Oman’s Hamad Al-Khateri who scored
242.8 and the bronze was taken by Egypt’s Mohammad
Hamdi with a score of 221.5. Serbia’s Andrea Arsovic
won the 10m air rifle by scoring 246 points, followed by
Kazakhstan’s Violetta Starostina while Bahrain’s Sara
Al-Dosari took the bronze with a score of 224.5.

President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting Federations
Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi appreciated the support of HH the
Amir for the Arab Shooting Federations, which helped
improve the game significantly.

Al-Otaibi also thanked member of the Arab
Federations who attended the general assembly, which

had very good results due to the cooperation between
all those present. Al-Otaibi conveyed greetings of
heads of delegations to HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his support and hosting
the Arab Federation premises here in Kuwait.

He said the general assembly approved the financial
and administrative reports for 2018 and discussed plans
for the coming period and championships agenda.

It was agreed Egypt will host a tournament in 2020,
while UAE will host a tournament in rifle, pistol and
shotgun, while Morocco will host in January 2020.

Secretary General of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations lauded the results of the ASF meeting and
the general assembly.

Kuwait grabs silver, bronze at Amir’s 8th
International Shooting Grand Prix


