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TEHRAN: President Hassan Rouhani (center) walks in a crowd during a ceremony celebrating the 40th anniversary of Islamic Revolution in the capital Tehran’s Azadi (Freedom) square. —AFP

TEHRAN: Iran, which marked the 40th anniversary of
its Islamic revolution yesterday, is the world’s largest
Shiite Muslim country and a fierce rival of Sunni king-
pin Saudi Arabia. Here is some background.

From monarchy to revolution 
Successor to the ancient Persian Empire ruled by

monarchs called shahs, Iran installed military strongman
Reza Shah Pahlavi on the throne in 1925 after years of
upheaval. He was forced to abdicate in 1941 in favor of
his son Mohammad Reza. In the early 1950s the prime
minister, Mohammad Mossadegh, nationalized the key
oil sector which had been controlled by the British. But
in 1953 he was ousted in a coup orchestrated by
London and Washington.

In 1963, Shiite cleric Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
became the leader of opposition to the shah’s modern-
izing reforms. He was deported the following year. Anti-
government demonstrations and strikes erupted in

January 1978. In the face of the growing protests, the
shah left Iran in January 1979 for what turned out to be
permanent exile. Khomeini, who had led the uprising
from exile, made a triumphant return in February. The
shah’s government fell 10 days later and an Islamic
republic was proclaimed on April 1, Khomeini becoming
its first supreme leader.

Cleric rules supreme 
Iran’s constitution gives the final say on all issues of

state to the supreme leader, whose authority trumps
that of the elected president. The role was taken by
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, now 79, after Khomeini’s death
in 1989. An elected council of vetted clerics, the
Assembly of Experts, oversees the work of the supreme
leader and has the authority to dismiss him. Next in line
is the president, who names the government and is
elected for four years by universal suffrage. 

Moderate cleric Hassan Rouhani, now 70, became

president in 2013, winning a second term in 2017. He
replaced hardliner Mahmoud Ahmadinejad whose re-
election in 2009 sparked massive protests and a govern-
ment crackdown. Parliament’s powers are limited when
compared to other institutions. It is vetted by the
Guardian Council of clerics and jurists with the authority
to interpret the constitution. The Revolutionary Guards
branch of the armed forces is particularly influential and
is considered to be the country’s ideological army.

Rivalry with Saudi Arabia 
Shiite-majority Iran rivals Sunni kingpin Saudi Arabia

for influence in the Middle East, the two taking oppos-
ing sides in multiple regional conflicts. During the Syrian
civil war which broke out in 2011, Tehran has been the
main regional military and financial backer of President
Bashar al-Assad against Sunni rebels supported by
Riyadh. In Yemen, Iran supports Shiite rebels who con-
trol the capital Sanaa despite a major military interven-

tion launched by Saudi Arabia and its allies in 2015.

Nuclear deal and sanctions 
In 2015, Iran reached a landmark agreement with

major powers-after 12 years of negotiations-to accept
limits on its controversial nuclear program in exchange
for an easing of crippling sanctions. But last year,
President Donald Trump withdrew the United States
from the hard-won accord and reimposed sanctions. The
other parties have vowed to keep the accord alive. Iran is
a founding member of the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries and sits on the world’s fourth-
biggest oil reserves and second-largest gas reserves. But
it suffers from chronic unemployment and high inflation,
and Washington’s reimposition of sanctions last year sent
the rial tumbling. According to the International
Monetary Fund, GDP is expected to fall by 3.6 percent
in 2019, mostly due to lower oil sales as a result of US
sanctions. —AFP
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Iranians mark 40th anniversary of its Islamic revolution

Climate change seen 
as top threat, but US 
influence a growing worry 
BERLIN: Climate change is the top security concern in a poll con-
ducted by the Washington-based Pew Research Center, followed
by Islamist terrorism and cyber attacks while respondents in a
growing number of countries worried about the power and influ-
ence of the United States. In 13 of 26 countries, people listed cli-
mate change as the top global threat, with the Islamic State mili-
tant group topping the list in eight and cyber attacks in four, the
non-profit, non-partisan Pew Research Center said in its report.
Worries about climate change have increased sharply since 2013,
with double-digit percentage point increases seen in countries
including the United States, Mexico, France, Britain, South Africa
and Kenya, according to the poll of 27,612 people conducted
between May and August, 2018.

North Korea’s nuclear program and the global economy were
also significant concerns, while respondents in Poland named
Russian power and influence as the top threat. The largest shift in
sentiment centered on the United States, it said, with a median of 45
percent of people naming US power and influence as a threat in
2018, up from 25 percent in 2013, when Barack Obama was US
president. In 10 countries, including Germany, Japan and South
Korea, roughly half of respondents or more saw US power and
influence as a major threat to their nation, up from eight in 2017 and
three in 2013, the poll showed.

In Mexico, where those concerns have spiked since the election
of US President Donald Trump, the percentage jumped to 64 per-
cent, the poll showed. Trump has railed against illegal migration
and the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and is
pressing to build a wall between the two countries. In 2018, a
median of 61 percent of respondents across all countries repre-
sented viewed cyber attacks as a serious concern, up from 54 per-
cent in 2017. The number of countries that saw Islamic State as a
threat fell by double-digit percentage points in Israel, Spain, the
United States and Japan.  —Reuters

Scales of justice: 
Indonesia police 
probe snake 
interrogation
JAYAPURA: Indonesian authorities yesterday
launched an investigation after a police force
chief admitted an officer wrapped a live snake
around a terrified suspect in a bid to force a con-
fession. Shocking viral footage emerged online
showing an alleged pickpocket-handcuffed and
sitting on the floor barefoot-screaming hysteri-
cally as another officer shouts abuse at a police
station in restive Papua province. “How many
times have you stolen a mobile phone?” he yells
at the unidentified suspected thief, who appears
to be cowering in fear.

“Only two times,” the suspect says in
response. At one stage, the officer appears to try
to shove the snake into the man’s mouth, while
others are heard laughing in the background dur-
ing the undated video. “An officer is now being
questioned by Papua police internal affairs divi-
sion,” Papua police spokesman Ahmad Mustofa

Kamal said yesterday. He did not identify the offi-
cer or say if others present would be investigated.
Tonny Ananda Swadaya, the police chief in
Jayawijaya district, where the incident took place,
apologized in a statement Sunday.

But he added that the suspect was not in
physical danger from the serpent. “The snake was
tame and not poisonous or dangerous and the
incident was their own idea so they could get
admission of guilt as quick as possible,” Swadaya
said in a statement. “We will work more profes-
sionally in the future,” he added. Police did not
say what kind of snake was used. Indonesian
security forces have been repeatedly accused of
using excessive force and committing rights
abuses against Papua’s ethnic Melanesian popu-
lation including extrajudicial killings of activists
and peaceful protestors.

Human rights lawyer Veronica Koman said the
video confirmed what some jailed Papuan
activists have reported in the past. “They have
long known that snakes are being used by police
and the military (in interrogations),” she said. “So
they’re not surprised” by the video. Papua, one of
Indonesia’s poorest region, has seen several
spasms of violence over the past year, including in
December when at least 16 employees of a state-
owned company-who were building bridges in a
major infrastructure push for the impoverished
region-were killed by separatist rebels. —AFP 

LEUVEN: Youths hold placards and shout slogans during a ‘Youth
For Climate’ rally in Leuven, calling on authorities to take action on
climate and ecological issues. —AFP


