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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Around two years ago, the ministry of
health announced on various official media a hot-
line (147) for child abuse cases. It said children in
danger can call for help 24/7 or seek advice if
they are abused, especially by family members.
But it seems this hotline was never activated.
About a month ago, in a TV awareness show, the
ministry of interior announced the same number
147 as the hotline to report cases of violations of
the child protection law on social media. 

When Kuwait Times tried to call this number, it
was not in service. It rings once and then discon-
nects. When the ministry of interior was asked
about this service, it noted the ministry of health is
the body in charge. Kuwait Times then contacted
the hotline of the ministry of health to clarify this
issue. The employee at the emergency call center
explained that the child abuse project including
the 147 hotline was stopped and postponed. 

“We expect to activate this line soon, hopefully
within two months. Currently, there are child pro-
tection centers in all public hospitals in Kuwait,
which only work in the morning. But in case of
emergency or serious danger, the case should
always be reported to the police,” the operator
told Kuwait Times.

Child protection
hotline ‘suspended’

Government to ‘push hard’ to pass
value added tax law before June

Lawmaker criticizes planning council for failure to hire more Kuwaitis
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The government’s bid to have the
value added tax (VAT) law passed by the
parliament will not be the only option to
resolve the state budget deficit and press
ahead with economic reform as recom-
mended by both the IMF and local eco-
nomic committees, said official sources. The
sources added that despite parliamentary
objections, the government will work hard
to have the VAT bill passed before June,
adding that lawmakers will demand clear
measures that would not affect citizens,
including strict price controls to avoid
unjustified price hikes such as those detect-
ed in Saudi Arabia and UAE. 

The sources added the government is
demanding another package of measures to
resolve deficit problems including lifting
subsidies on basic services and increasing
fuel prices once more, especially since they
are the cheapest in the GCC states.
“Increasing fuel prices might take effect in
one or two years,” stressed the sources,
excluding the possibility of increasing elec-

tricity prices for the time being. 

Recruiting expats
Chairman of the parliamentary budgets

and final statements committee MP Adnan
Abdulsamad said the committee discussed
the final statement of the Secretariat
General of Planning and Development for
2017-2018. Abdulsamad said the remarks
made by the State Audit Bureau showed
that the secretariat kept recruiting expats
with excuses of the unavailability of
Kuwaitis in the same field, while the Civil
Service Commission (CSC) announced that
it does not mind that government bodies
advertise their needs of experts after its
approval, thus opening the door to hiring
citizens in those positions.   

Hazard and pollution allowance
Kuwait Municipality plans to contact the

Civil Service Commission (CSC) demanding
the payment of hazard and pollution
allowance to staff members working in the
funerals department, said informed sources.
They said that the municipality explained

that those working outdoors in cemeteries
are subject to various weather conditions
including rain and floods in which they
could drown or get electrocuted. The
municipality also explained that these
workers are subject to injuries if they get
bitten or stung by snakes or scorpions. 

Premarital checkups 
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-

Sabah amended clause number 3 of law
number 31/2008 pertaining premarital
medical checkups. The amendments include
filing checkup applications directly at MoH
checkup centers instead of filing them at
the justice ministry, provided one or both
spouses are Kuwaitis. 

Facilitated pilgrimage 
The ministry of awqaf and Islamic affairs

announced extending the time for Kuwaiti
hajj convoys to apply for facilitated pilgrim-
age to Thursday, Feb 14. The ministry added
that convoys allocated for bedoons would
be declared later after Saudi authorities
approve the ministry’s request. 

Government Mall
Minister of Commerce and Industry and

Minister of State for Services Affairs
Khaled Al-Roudhan is scheduled to launch

the Government Mall building in Qurain on
Feb 18, said informed sources, noting that
the mall will include offices of all ministries
and government bodies to serve Mubarak
Al-Kabeer residents. 

KFAED offers
KD 25m to Iraq 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) yesterday signed a grant deal
worth KD 25 million ($85 million) with the
Reconstruction Fund for Areas Affected by Terroristic
Operations (REFAATO). The grant is part of a $100-
million pledge announced by Kuwait during an Iraq
donors conference in Washington, the KFAED said in a
statement. In January 2018, the KFAED signed an
urgent financing deal valued at KD 4.5 million ($15 mil-
lion) to support health projects in several Iraqi
provinces, according to the statement. It underlined the
significance of these projects to upgrading the level of
health services in affected areas as a prelude to a
home-return of refugees. The REFAATO would under-
take overseeing the execution of all these health proj-
ects in Iraq, it noted. — KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and KUNA

KUWAIT: Five candidates have submitted their applica-
tions on the fifth day of candidacy to run for the upcoming
parliamentary by-elections slated for March 16. Election
affairs department received applications of five candi-
dates, including a woman. They are running for two seats
in the second and the third constituencies, the Interior
Ministry said in a statement yesterday. Candidates can
submit their bids until February 16, the ministry said.

Meanwhile, Kuwait Municipality is on full alert with
regards to the by-elections in terms of issuing campaign
headquarter and ad licenses and removing any possible
violations. The municipality stressed that candidates
should themselves apply to the municipality’s cleaning and
road blockage department in their respective constituen-
cies to obtain licenses for their campaign headquarters.
The municipality added that once all conditions are met,
including providing parking spaces that are at least 500

meters away from other campaign headquarters and 200
meters from nearby houses, candidates should pay a KD
500 deposit. 

On February 4, the government assigned the Interior
Ministry to prepare for organizing by-elections for 2nd

and 3rd constituencies on March 16 after the Court of
Cassation slammed prison sentences on two MPs. The two
seats became vacant after the Court of Cassation sen-
tenced two MPs, during a session on July 8, 2018, for three
and a half years behind bars. — KUNA

Five candidates
apply on 5th day
of nomination

KUWAIT: Candidate Reem Al-Eidan shows her registra-
tion documents yesterday after applying to run for the
upcoming parliamentary by-elections slated for March
16. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Yousuf Al-Methn registers as a candidate for the
upcoming parliamentary by-elections.

KUWAIT: The information ministry’s acting
undersecretary Mohammad Al-Awash announced
that a team was formed to study all legislations
and media laws that organize information activities
in all fields, on the instruction of Information
Minister and State Minister for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri. Meanwhile, MPs laid down
general ideas for such amendments, stressing this
should result in more freedoms, Al-Jarida reported
yesterday. Awash said the team held its first meet-
ing yesterday in order to review all laws related to
e-media, audiovisual, in addition to print and pub-
lication. He said the ministry believes it is time to
review the laws to support national media, both
official and private, adding that the ministry is
keen on getting the expected results. In the mean-
time, MP Khalid Al-Shatti rejected any amend-
ment that leads to reducing media and public free-
doms, adding that ambitions are for more freedom
as stipulated by the constitution. Furthermore, MP
Ahmad Al-Fadhl said “we will have a close eye on
any limitations.” Moreover, MP Mohammad Al-
Dallal said amendments must be made towards
more freedoms and deal with drawbacks of the
previous laws.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Fire broke out in stables in Kabd on Sunday
evening. Kabd, Jleeb and backup fire stations respond-
ed, led by Col Salem Al-Shafi. The site of the fire con-
tained woodworks, combustible materials and paint.
The fire was brought under control without injuries.

Emergency landing
A citizen was sent to concerned authorities for forc-

ing a Kuwait Airways plane to land in Iran for two
hours, Al-Rai reported yesterday. An informed source
said the man was in an abnormal state, and behaved
strangely and started screaming and moving between
seats and did not heed the orders of cabin crew, so the
pilot made an emergency landing. Airport security
there controlled and handcuffed him to his seat. The
plane then took off and he was handed to airport police
on arrival.

Forged visa
Kuwait Airport passport control officers arrested a

Bangladeshi man who attempted to enter the country
on a forged visa. He said he paid someone in the coun-
try to obtain the visa, Al-Rai reported. The suspect was
sent to concerned authorities.

Trucks’ theft
Two Syrians who bought stolen trucks sold by driv-

ers without the knowledge of the owners were arrested.
The duo used to dismantle the vehicles and sell their
parts, reported Al-Rai. Detectives learned the two had
an enclosure where they removed the parts, then
crushed the metal and sold it as steel scrap. Detectives
stormed the place and found cash and cutting tools.
The two were arrested and confessed to committing
seven thefts. Detectives are collecting information
about missing trucks to learn if the two are involved in
their disappearance.

MPs push for
more freedoms
in media laws

Three fire
teams battle
stables’ blaze

KUWAIT: Firefighters battle a blaze reported in Kabd on
Sunday evening.

KUWAIT: The cabinet’s weekly meeting focused on
recommendations by the economic committee con-
cerning the partnership between the public and pri-
vate sectors over distribution of shares of First
North Azzour on citizens in an initial public offer-
ing. He indicated that there would be further delib-
eration on the matter. The cabinet was also
informed by the economic committee on proposals
regarding allocation of appropriations to address
deficits of state administrations’ budgets, revealed
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh, adding that the draft
law mainly aimed at covering the budget deficit in
the Ministry of Justice. The draft law was approved
and sent to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah who will then refer it to
the National Assembly for deliberation.

Minister Saleh said that the cabinet was briefed

on the public services committee’s proposals on
speeding up the process of public and private sec-
tors’ joint ventures. The cabinet was informed on
the findings of the committee tasked with address-
ing damage caused by heavy rains, which hit
Kuwait late last year. Minister of Public Works and
Minister of State for Housing Affairs Dr Jenan
Ramadan briefed the cabinet on the committee’s
findings, said Minister Al-Saleh who indicated that
the ministers voiced their approval of the commit-
tee’s efforts to hold accountable people who were
involved in construction of infrastructure which
failed to cope with heavy rainfall and floods.

Saleh said following the meeting that Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
briefed the cabinet on the results of his latest visit
to the US. In his address to the meeting, Sheikh

Sabah Al-Khaled indicated that his encounters with
American officials focused on means to enhance
relations on all possible spheres in addition to
issues of mutual interest as well as latest regional
and international developments, said Saleh. He
added that Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also informed
the cabinet on the results of the fifth session of
Arab-European ministerial meeting held in Brussels,
Belgium. According to the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister,
the Brussels meeting touched on efforts to bolster
Arab and European relations in addition to the
preparation for the first Arab-European summit to
be held in Egypt in February, stated minister Saleh.
The cabinet, meanwhile, condemned the recent ter-
ror attack north of Burkina Faso, which resulted in
several casualties, stated Saleh who affirmed that
the cabinet reflected Kuwait’s utter condemnation
of terrorism in all shapes and form. — KUNA

Cabinet discusses ‘North Azzour’ shares distribution 


