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New discoveries prove Failaka
Island inhabited in Abbasid period
Kuwaiti-Italian archaeological mission continues efforts to trace island’s history

KUWAIT: Members of the Kuwaiti-Italian archaeological mission. — KUNA
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti-Italian archaeological mission to
Failaka Island has uncovered several proofs, mainly at the
village of Al-Qurainiyah, referring that it was inhabited in
the early Abbasid Caliphate period. The team is continuing
its efforts in making new discoveries in the Island in a serious attempt to trace its history. The mission is exploring
for monuments and artifacts that could provide information about the life of the first people who settled in AlQurainiyah.
Head of the mission Andrea Di Miceli said in a statement to the press that digging
and searching operations in
the village had unveiled important evidence of the human
settlement of the island that
dates back to the early Islamic
history. This confirms that the
village was inhabited during
that period, he added, noting
that the archaeological discoveries in the village date back
to two different eras. He said
that the excavation journey
offered rich scientific evidence on populating the villages
and the living conditions as well as the activities of the
residents. He referred to the latest discoveries dating back
to the beginning of Abbasid Caliphate in the 7th and 8th
centuries AD.

Qurainiyah, he said. He added that the findings indicated
that Al-Qurainiyah was an active port.
The coastal village was the only link to outside world in
the early Islamic period. The mission could find oysters in
large quantities in a house, he made clear, saying that it
refers that people were searching for pearls. Bones of fish
and cattle were also found by the mission that give an evidence of the existence of cattle and animals at that time.
He also pointed to several discoveries in the village that
refer to tools used by people who were living there. He
spoke about evidence on
commercial activities of the
village’s residents in the late
Islamic era that reflects the
volume of trade at the time.
The mission also unearthed
porcelain brought from China
for domestic purposes, glass
bracelets from India for decoration as well as Indian pottery, ceramics from Amman
and others, he said. He
referred to the discovery of
two types of tobacco pipes as evidence of the existence
of smokers on the village in that period.

Part of excavation works in Failaka.

Findings indicate
presence of
active port

Ancient port
The discoveries included some houses built of bricks
and stones, and rooms, most of which overlook the courtyard, he revealed. These buildings involved multipurpose
warehouses and mud oven with traces of tar believed to
have been used in painting ships at that time, he said,
explaining that this means that there was a workshop for
repairing ships there. The place might have been the
ancient port of the village of Al-Qusour, 1.5 km from Al-

Foreign reports
Meanwhile, Hamed Al-Mutairi, an archeological official
at National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, said the
village was previously mentioned in some foreign archaeological reports that date back to the beginning of the
19th century. These reports claimed that the village was
deserted because of an epidemic, according to Mutairi.
The village was nearly deserted for unknown reasons and
it was re-inhabited at the end of 18th century until the
beginning of the 20th century, he confirmed. The archaeological excavations in Kuwait have begun since 1957,
before the country’s independence, when the Kuwaiti gov-

Zain showcases available
vacancies to COEP graduates

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Kuwait Science Club Talal Al-Kharafi and Kuwait University President Dr Hussein
Al-Ansari with Zain’s team at the company’s booth.
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, announced its platinum sponsorship of the
career conference organized by Kuwait University’s
College of Engineering and Petroleum’s (COEP)
Society of Petroleum and Engineering (SEP). The event
was held under the patronage and attendance of
Chairman of the Kuwait Science Club Talal Al-Kharafi
and the presence of Kuwait University President Dr
Hussein Al-Ansari.
Zain’s ongoing support to the various career fairs
held in public and private universities all year long is
part of the company’s keenness in offering job opportunities to young national talents, especially in the
telecommunications industry, which is considered one
of the most vital fields operating in the Kuwaiti private
sector.
Through Zain’s dedicated booth, the company’s
Human Resources Division showcased the available
full-time job vacancies, the company’s HR policy, Zain’s
working environment, the nature of work at the various
departments and divisions, as well as the available
vacancies for undergraduates to work in part-time

jobs as part of Zain’s Future University Network
(FUN) program.
During the event, Zain showcased its leading experience in the telecommunications industry, as well as the
company’s strategy for developing its own human
resources. Zain offers career incentives that assure the
highest levels of quality and productivity, in addition to
having a focused human resources development strategy for national talents.
Zain firmly believes in the importance of educational
development, as it is essential for individuals to then
go-on to be successful and contributing members of
society. Career fairs play a big role in exposing bright
and optimistic youth who are looking for job opportunities in the various industries within the local private
sector.
Zain is committed to playing an active role in the
investment of the Kuwaiti human capital. The company
seeks to provide young and eager Kuwaitis with suitable job opportunities that allow them to apply their
practical skills, achieve their potential, and fully develop
their capabilities.

Ongoing excavation works in Failaka.
ernment assigned a Danish mission to search for archaeological sites at Failaka Island (20 km from the coast of
Kuwait City), where there are several archaeological sites.
The Danish team worked in Bahrain in the 1950s and
made significant results in the discovery of the Dilmun civilization and the Stone Age there. The mission also worked
in Qatar and so the Kuwaiti government was encouraged
to ask it in 1957 for working inside Failaka. In 1958, the
actual excavation began in Kuwait and continued until
1963. During this period, the mission has accomplished
great works. The Danish team was able to bear the first
fruit to change the history in Kuwait by discovering many
monuments in Failaka, dating back to the Bronze Age and

some ruins dating back to the Stone Age. This refers that
Kuwait has been existing since more than 300 years.
In the beginning of the 1970s, the US mission came to
Kuwait and then the Italian mission in 1979. Both of them
relied on aerial photography to discover archaeological
sites and Kuwait has had first maps through aerial photography since that time. In 1983, The French team came
to Kuwait and uncovered a temple, which has been a key
archaeological monument on the Island. Issuing the
Antiquities Law in 1960, which is one of the first laws in
the Gulf region, the National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters was established. Since 2004, the council has been
concerned with cultural heritage in the country. — KUNA

