
Davis returns but
sits out end of
Pelicans’ win
NEW ORLEANS: Anthony Davis returned
from a three-week absence to score 32 points
before his New Orleans Pelicans teammates
took over in the fourth quarter of a 122-117
victory over the visiting Minnesota
Timberwolves on Friday night. Davis, who
was booed during his pregame introduction
and whenever he touched the ball during his
first appearance since asking for a trade and
recovering from a finger injury, made 11 of 15
field-goal attempts and 10 of 11 free-throw
attempts. He also grabbed nine rebounds. The
All-Star forward sat out the final 15-plus min-
utes of a close game, but there was no indica-
tion of a health issue as he stayed on the
bench. Jrue Holiday had 27 points, rookie
Kenrich Williams added 19 and Tim Frazier
and Julius Randle had 12 each for New
Orleans. Karl-Anthony Towns had 32 points
for the Timberwolves. Jeff Teague, who came
off the bench in his return from an eight-game
absence caused by a foot injury, scored 12.

76ERS 117, NUGGETS 110
JJ Redick scored 34 points to lift new-look

Philadelphia past visiting Denver. The Sixers

won in their first game since making a block-
buster deal with the Los Angeles Clippers
before the Thursday trade deadline. Jimmy
Butler added 22 points, and newly acquired
Tobias Harris had 14. Joel Embiid had 15
points and 12 rebounds for his league-leading
45th double-double of the season. The Sixers
snapped a two-game skid on a night when
they retired Moses Malone’s No. 2 jersey.
Nikola Jokic led the Nuggets with 27 points,
10 assists and 10 rebounds for his 11th triple-
double of the season. Jamal Murray added 23
points, but Denver dropped its third in a row.

BUCKS 122, MAVERICKS 107
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 29 points

and grabbed 17 rebounds to lead visiting
Milwaukee over Dallas. The Bucks’ Khris
Middleton did not play, nor did Nikola
Mirotic, who was acquired from New Orleans
at the trade deadline. Mirotic, who still must
pass a physical, missed his last seven games
with the Pelicans because of a calf strain.
Milwaukee didn’t need either Middleton or
Mirotic in winning its sixth consecutive game,
as the Bucks shot 54.3 percent from the field.
Rookie Luka Doncic led the Mavericks with
20 points.

WARRIORS 117, SUNS 107
Stephen Curry saved 10 of his 20 points

for a fourth-quarter rally that enabled Golden
State to overtake Phoenix for its 11th consec-
utive win. Phoenix lost its 13th straight despite

leading by as many as 17 points in the first
quarter and 94-88 after a hoop by Kelly
Oubre Jr. with 8:35 left in the game. The
Warriors won for the 14th time in their past 15
games despite losing Draymond Green at the
start of the fourth period after he drew his
second technical foul. Klay Thompson led
Golden State with 25 points, and Kevin
Durant added 21. Oubre (25 points, 12
rebounds) and Deandre Ayton (23 points, 12
rebounds) paced the Suns.

WIZARDS 119, CAVALIERS 106
Bobby Portis scored 30 points in his debut

with Washington, which beat visiting
Cleveland to end a three-game losing streak.
Obtained along with Jabari Parker in a trade
with the Chicago Bulls for Otto Porter Jr. ear-
lier this week, Portis made 12 of 18 field-goal
attempts. Bradley Beal had 25 points and 13
assists for Washington. Parker had seven
points, 11 rebounds, nine assists and three
steals in 23 minutes. Collin Sexton scored 27
points and Jordan Clarkson added 24 for the
Cavaliers, who have lost three straight and 21
of 24. Forward Kevin Love returned after
missing 50 games because of a left foot
injury. He started the game and played six
minutes in his first action since Oct. 24, scor-
ing four points.

PISTONS 120, KNICKS 103
Andre Drummond collected 29 points

and 20 rebounds, and Blake Griffin had 26
points as host Detroit handed New York its
15th consecutive loss. Drummond overcame
early foul trouble to shoot 12-for-15 from
the field while Griffin recorded the same
numbers from the free-throw line for the
Pistons, who scored a season-high 41 points
in the first quarter. Detroit won for the
fourth time in five games and produced its
sixth straight victory versus New York.
Dennis Smith Jr. scored 19 of his career-high
31 points in the first half for the NBA-worst
Knicks, who have dropped 23 of their past
24 games overall. Smith shot 9-for-15 from
the field and added a team-high eight
assists.

BULLS 125, NETS 106
Lauri Markkanen collected 31 points and

18 rebounds for his 10th double-double of
the season and fifth in six games as visiting
Chicago led most of the way in beating
Brooklyn. Markkanen’s third straight 30-
point showing helped the Bulls snap a six-
game losing streak to the Nets and also win
for the third time in 19 games since Dec. 30.
Otto Porter Jr. helped the Bulls stretch the
floor by contributing 18 points and hitting
four 3-pointers in his team debut after being
acquired from Washington on Wednesday.
D’Angelo Russell scored 23 points for the
Nets, who lost for the fourth time in five
games. — Reuters

By Ahmad Jabr

KUWAIT: On a day that saw Eastern Conference pow-
erhouses retool ahead of the NBA Trade Deadline,
arguably the biggest story on Thursday was the New
Orleans Pelicans deciding to keep their embattled
Center Anthony Davis and wait until the summer to pos-
sibly deal their disgruntled superstar.

The Los Angeles Lakers, whose last offer to the
Pelicans would have seen young prospects including
Brandon Ingram, Lonzo Ball and Kyle Kuzma in addi-
tion to multiple draft picks move to New Orleans, cited
the latter’s ‘outrageous’ demands for pulling out of
trade talks. Meanwhile, the Pelicans could have become
more tempted to wait for potentially better deals in the
summer, especially with the Boston Celtics reportedly
willing to include anyone on their roster in trade talks.
The Celtics, who could not trade for Davis due to an
NBA rule that bans teams from having two players on
contracts extended under the so-called ‘Rose Rule’
(they already have Kyrie Irving signed to such deal),
hope they can pair Davis with Irving who is going to be
a free agent in the summer. In the meantime, the
Pelicans are almost certainly going to demand that
Jason Tatum be included in any trade for Davis, and the
Celtics have reportedly showed willingness to discuss a
trade involving their top young prospect and multiple
first round picks.

Part of the reason the Celtics are waiting for the
summer to retool is perhaps realizing that, barring any
surprises, they likely face the toughest road to the finals
this year compared to their peers at the top echelon of
the Eastern Conference, especially after other top
teams in the East - the Milwaukee Bucks, Toronto
Raptors and the Philadelphia 76ers - have all executed
major deals before the trade deadline to boost their
rosters (the Indiana Pacers made a minor move as well
by adding the bought-out Wesley Matthews to some-
what fill the void left by Victor Oladipo’s injury). The
Bucks have acquired Power Forward Nikola Mirotic
from the Pelicans in a three-team trade that saw their
estranged backup Center Thon Maker sent to the
Detroit Pistons. By incorporating Mirotic into their

starting lineup, the Bucks adds another three-point
shooting specialist to create more spacing and open
the lanes even more for Giannis Antetokounmpo to
punish their opponents’ defense.

In the meantime, Toronto traded for the Memphis
Grizzlies’ long-time Center Marc Gasol, adding a brand-
new dimension to their already highly-efficient offense.
The Raptors look forward to utilize the 12-year veter-
an’s vast offensive arsenal, including his top-notch post
moves, great playmaking abilities, and decent three-
point shooting, and hope that adding a former NBA
Defensive Player of the Year will come in handy espe-
cially in the playoffs. But by giving away three players in
the trade (in addition to two others in separate deals),
the Raptors are left with a thin bench that they likely are
going to fill through the buyout market.

And in perhaps the most impactful move among
Eastern Conference teams in terms of its immediate
effect, the 76ers improved their already stacked-up
starting lineup by adding Los Angeles Clippers’ leading
scorer Tobias Harris. Furthermore, Philadelphia opted to
end the Markelle Fultz experience by trading the 2017
number 1 overall pick to the Orlando Magic for depth
(Jonathan Simmons) and future assets (a protected 2019
first-round pick and a 2019 second-round pick). The
trade also gives Fultz the chance to revive his injury
marred career by starting over with a team that desper-
ately needs Point Guard help.

While most major moves were executed by Eastern
sides, a few big deals were made by Western
Conference teams as well. In one of the biggest moves
this year, the Dallas Mavericks acquired Kristaps
Porzingis in a trade with the New York Knicks. Dallas
will have to wait until next season to have Porzingis in
their lineup as he recovers from a torn ACL, but the
prospect of his pairing with rookie phenom Luka
Doncic leaves Mavs fans with a lot of reason to be opti-
mistic for the future.

The Clippers, despite trading away their highest
achieving player this year, have probably came out bet-
ter after their trade with the 76ers. Not only did they
acquire future assets including Miami Heat’s highly-
valuable unprotected 2021 first round pick, but they also

freed up enough cap space to pursue two maximum-
contract players this summer, when players such as
Golden State’s Kevin Durant, Toronto’s Kawhi Leonard
and Philadelphia’s Jimmy Butler are slated to be unre-
stricted free agents. The Knicks are another team to
watch for in the summer, as they also can offer maxi-
mum deals to two players and are heavily expected to
make a hard push to sign Durant and Irving in specific.

Some teams made minor moves to prepare for their
playoff campaigns, including the Houston Rockets which
traded for Sacramento Kings’ three-point shooter Iman
Shumpert, and the Portland Trail Blazers who also went
for another sharpshooter in the Cleveland Cavaliers’

Rodney Hood. The Utah Jazz failed in their bid to
acquire Memphis’ Mike Conley, who did not find any of
the offers made and centered around Ricky Rubio and
Derrick Favors enticing enough to part ways with their
star Point Guard. The Lakers, who ended the trade
deadline in controversial fashion by dealing promising
Center Ivica Zubac to the Clippers, have been linked to
free agent forward Carmelo Anthony for some time, and
are widely expected to sign the former Rocket as they
make a playoff push. Among the other top names in the
buyout market which are expected to join playoff candi-
dates in the coming weeks are Enes Kanter, Markieff
Morris, Zach Randolph, and Marcin Gortat.
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Beckham to be honoured 

LOS ANGELES: Former England
captain David Beckham will become
the first Major League Soccer player
honoured with a statue, which will be
unveiled outside LA Galaxy’s stadium
prior to their season opener on March
2, the team said on Friday. In 2007, the
former Manchester United and Real
Madrid midfielder became the first big
European name to join the MLS,
where he won back-to-back champi-
onships in 2011 and 2012 during his six
years and 98 appearances with the
Galaxy. Beckham’s MLS stint helped
give the American league credibility
and paved the way for other top
European players to make the leap in
subsequent years. The 43-year-old is
currently the owner of expansion side
Inter Miami CF, which is set to join the
MLS in 2020.

No rift with Vardy: Puel

LONDON: Leicester City manager
Claude Puel has dismissed talk of a rift
with Jamie Vardy, saying he had no
problem with the striker’s angry reac-
tion following last week’s 1-0 Premier
League defeat by Manchester United.
Television cameras captured Vardy
appearing upset as Puel spoke to
United midfielder and fellow
Frenchman Paul Pogba, but the manag-
er said his striker was merely showing
his frustration after the narrow defeat.
“I have a good relationship with Jamie.
We know Jamie after a loss he is angry,
it’s normal for a player,” Puel told a
news conference ahead of Sunday’s
league trip to Tottenham Hotspur. “If I
thought one of my players was disre-
spectful to me or the club there would
be a sanction. But that is not the case
with Jamie.”

Folau signs four-year deal 

MELBOURNE: Australia outside
back Israel Folau has extended his
Wallabies contract until 2022, ending
speculation of a switch back to rugby
league. The 29-year-old’s deal will also
keep him at Super Rugby club New
South Wales Waratahs for four years,
Rugby Australia said yesterday. “I’m
really grateful to Rugby Australia and
the Waratahs for all they have done for
me,” Folau said in a statement issued
by the governing body. “When I made
the switch to rugby five years ago, I
could never have dreamed that it
would have gone this well. “The World
Cup is a big target of mine this year
and I believe this Wallabies group can
go a long way if we keep on improving.

Biggest story of NBA trade deadline
was a trade that never happened

East powerhouses add key pieces ahead of the playoffs

NEW ORLEANS: In this file photo taken on January 7, 2019 Anthony Davis #23 of the New Orleans Pelicans drives the
ball around Marc Gasol #33 of the Memphis Grizzlies at Smoothie King Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. Marc
Gasol and Markelle Fultz were reported to be on the move on February 7, 2019 as the NBA’s trade deadline expired
with no deal for New Orleans Pelicans star Anthony Davis. — AFP

NEW ORLEANS: Taj Gibson #67 of the Minnesota Timberwolves shoots the ball against the New
Orleans Pelicans on Friday at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. — AFP

BRIEFS

Hazard relishing 
partnership 
with Higuain
LONDON: Chelsea playmaker Eden Hazard is convinced
that he can form a great partnership with the club’s new
striker Gonzalo Higuain after playing two matches togeth-
er. Chelsea signed Higuain on loan from Juventus last
month and the Argentina striker scored twice in last week’s
5-0 thumping of the Premier League’s bottom club
Huddersfield Town.

Hazard, who also scored two goals in that game at

Stamford Bridge, said he was already enjoying playing
alongside the former Real Madrid and Napoli striker. “I’ve
only played two games with Higuain and I know we can do
something great together, not only with him but also with
the other strikers, the other winger,” Hazard told The Times
ahead of Sunday’s league meeting with Manchester City.

“Chelsea is not about Higuain and Hazard, it is about 25
players. But Higuain is a fantastic striker.” Victory over
Huddersfield followed league defeats by Arsenal and
Bournemouth where midfielder Jorginho was man-marked
to nullify the Italy international’s influence.

“If one guy is marking him all the time, we need to adapt
also. Jorginho is always trying to be free to take the ball to
create something. He’s a fantastic player,” Hazard said.
Manager Maurizio Sarri has also faced questions about his
insistence on playing N’Golo Kante on the right side of

midfield instead of in his natural holding role, but Hazard
believes the Frenchman has to adapt.

“N’Golo’s a clever guy, one of the best in his position,
maybe the best in the world. N’Golo now plays six months
in the different position. He needs to adapt,” Hazard said.
“When we win, everyone will say, ‘yes, he plays in his (best)
position, and if we lose everyone will say, ‘no, he needs to
go a bit behind’. Depends only on the result.”

Hazard said Chelsea still need time to adapt to Sarri’s
possession-based style of play, which contrasts to the
counter-attacking football of previous managers Antonio
Conte and Jose Mourinho. “Sometimes we keep possession,
and I understand the fans want us to go forward (more
directly), but it is part of the football,” Hazard said.

“We are still learning about his concept. We are doing
well. I like this kind of football.” — Reuters

NBA results/standings

                            Eastern Conference
                            W          L            PCT       GB
Milwaukee            41           13            0.759      -
Toronto                 40          16            0.714       2
Indiana                  36          19            0.655      5.5
Boston                   35          20           0.636      6.5
Philadelphia          35          20           0.636      6.5
Brooklyn               29           28           0.509      13.5
Charlotte               26           28           0.481       15
Miami                    25           28           0.472      15.5
Detroit                  25           29           0.463      16
Washington          23           32            0.418       18.5
Orlando                 23           32            0.418       18.5
Atlanta                  18           36           0.333       23
Chicago                13           42           0.236      28.5
Cleveland              11            44           0.200      30.5
New York             10           44           0.185       31

                            Western Conference
                            W          L            PCT       GB
Golden State        39          15            0.722       -
Denver                  37          18            0.673      2.5
Oklahoma City     35          19            0.648      4
Portland                33           21            0.611       6
Houston                 32           22            0.593      7
Utah                      31           24           0.564      8.5
San Antonio          32           25           0.561       8.5
LA Clippers          30          26           0.536      10
Sacramento          29           26           0.527      10.5
LA Lakers             28           27           0.509      11.5
Dallas                    25           29           0.463      14
Minnesota             25           30           0.455      14.5
New Orleans        25           31            0.446      15
Memphis               22           34           0.393      18
Phoenix                 11            46           0.193       29.5

New Orleans 122, Minnesota 117; Dallas 107, Milwaukee 122; Brooklyn 106, Chicago 125; Sacramento 102,
Miami 96; Phoenix 107, Golden State 117; Detroit 120, New York 103; Philadelphia 117, Denver 110; Washington
119, Cleveland 106.


