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and families, and secure their safety when testifying
in court against assault criminals, he added. Munayyekh
mentioned regional and non-regional organizations’
role in stopping sexual violence in conflict, lauding
Arab League’s recent efforts to stop all forms of vio-
lence against women, particularly sexual assault, and
provide all necessary resources to rehabilitate sexual
violence victims. Achieving justice for war and conflict
survivors is an inseparable part of attaining effective
accountability, which would prevent and stop hideous
crimes against humanity, he said, adding achieving jus-
tice for victims of sexual violence in conflict is also an

inseparable part of attaining a permanent peace.
The Kuwaiti diplomat stressed the importance of

bolstering close cooperation between the UN Action
Against Sexual Violence in Conflict and member-states
in order to empower survivors to obtain justice and
compensations, respect to their cultures, care for their
physical, mental and social health, and economic sup-
port to reach sustainable justice.

He also expressed his country’s support and
encouragement of the efforts exerted by a number of
international bodies specialized in monitoring most
dangerous crimes and violations around the world,
including sexual violence, and bringing their perpetra-
tors to justice.

Next year will mark the 20th anniversary of UNSC
resolution 1325, Munayyekh noted, hoping to con-
tribute with UN partners in the forthcoming period to
attain a quantum leap in empowering women effective-
ly to achieve peace and stability in the world, particu-
larly the Middle East region. — KUNA  
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But he also noted the killer’s “visceral hatred of Muslim
immigrants”. “You killed six of your compatriots whose
only crime was to be different than yourself,” Huot said in
court. “With your hatred and racism, you’ve ruined their
lives, yours and your parents’, and the crime you’ve done
deserves the greatest denunciation,” he said.

A university student at the time of the shooting,
Bissonnette appeared to have been seduced by
nationalist and supremacist ideologies into committing
this “unjustified and deadly” massacre that sought to
“undermine our fundamental societal values”, the
judge said. The attack at the Quebec Islamic Cultural
Centre in the quiet Sainte-Foy neighborhood of
Canada’s oldest city, he concluded, will go down in
Canadian history “written in blood” as one of this
country’s worst tragedies.

As the 246-page verdict was read over a six-hour
period, Bissonnette sat quietly in the packed courtroom,
gazing at his feet while his parents and several friends
and family of the victims wiped tears from their eyes.
Outside the courtroom, Aymen Derbali, who was left
quadriplegic in the shooting, said he was “very upset
and astonished” that Bissonnette did not get more time.
“I had hoped for justice for the victims, for the people
who died, and that the sentence reflected the serious-
ness of the crime,” he said.  “This was a very serious
attack in a place of worship.”

Surrounded by members who lamented having to

face Bissonnette at a parole hearing in the future and
relive the tragedy, mosque president Boufeldja
Benabdallah said: “We are completely stunned.” On Jan
29, 2017, Bissonnette burst into the Quebec City
mosque and unleashed a hail of bullets on the 40 men
and four children who were chatting among themselves
after evening prayers.

Security video footage showed a cold-blooded killer
strategically and methodically firing dozens of shots,
retreating to a safe area to reload his nine-millimeter
pistol at least four times, “like he was playing a video
game”, recounted one witness. Six men were killed and
five were seriously injured. The victims were all dual
nationals who emigrated to Canada over recent
decades: Two Algerians, two Guineans, a Moroccan and
a Tunisian. They were a scholar, a butcher, a daycare
operator, a food industry worker, a public servant and a
computer programmer - all connected by faith.

Introverted and educated, Bissonnette had been
described after his arrest as a white supremacist
opposed to Muslim immigration but not affiliated with
any group. At the start of his trial in 2017, he said he had
been suicidal, “swept away by fear and by horrible
despair”, and deeply regretted his “unforgivable”
actions. He also told the court he hoped for a “ray of
hope at the end of the long, dark tunnel in which I lost
myself on January 29”.

Survivors testified about those harrowing moments
under fire and their suffering since the shooting: One
leaving a trail of smeared blood on the floor while drag-
ging himself to a hiding spot, another still feeling pain
from bullet debris left in his leg after surgery. Many said
they are struggling with anxiety, including one man who
said he now plots a safe exit whenever he goes out to a
coffee shop or a store. — AFP 
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of GDP, accelerated by the crash in oil prices around
five years ago, Lagarde said. “The oil exporters have not
fully recovered from the dramatic oil price shock of
2014,” she said. “Modest growth continues, but the out-
look is highly uncertain.”

Lagarde said oil producing countries should look to

renewable energy in the coming decades, in line with the
Paris Agreement on climate change, which stipulates a
reduction in greenhouse emissions. The IMF last month
lowered its economic growth forecasts for Saudi Arabia -
the world’s top crude exporter - and the wider Middle
East and North Africa region due to a renewed fall in oil
prices, low output and geopolitical tensions.

Lagarde welcomed both spending and revenue
reforms, including the introduction of a value added-tax
(VAT) and excise duty by Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates. But she urged more reforms, anti-corrup-
tion measures and transparency. “The economic path
ahead for the region is challenging,” she added. — AFP 

IMF warns 
of high Arab...

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump, who
delights in confounding health experts with his junk
food cravings and disinclination to exercise, is “in very
good health”, his doctor declared Friday following an
annual medical checkup. “I am happy to announce the
president of the United States is in very good health
and I anticipate he will remain so for the duration of his
presidency, and beyond,” chief physician Sean Conley
said in a memorandum released by the White House.

The Marine One helicopter returned the 72-year-old
head of state to the White House from the Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center in the Washington
suburb of Bethesda after a full four hours of prodding,
poking and testing. Dressed in a long dark overcoat,
Trump gave a thumb’s up, but did not respond to
reporters’ questions about how he was feeling. It
remained unclear how many of the test results would
eventually be made public.

Last year, everything from the president’s cholesterol
levels (high) to weight (too high 108 kg) was released.
Trump’s then chief physician, Ronny Jackson - who has
since run into trouble over alleged ethical misconduct -
also held an unusually detailed press conference in
which he declared Trump to be in “excellent health”. On
the plus side, Trump doesn’t smoke and is a noted teeto-
taler. He says he’s never even had a beer. Less good: the
former real estate tycoon and reality TV performer

unashamedly embraces the couch potato life.
Not for Trump the basketball sessions that Barack

Obama sweated through in the White House, or the bike
rides of George W Bush. Trump loves the more sedate
game of golf, but rides a cart between holes and has said
that anything more strenuous is actually bad for your
health. “All my friends who work out all the time, they’re
going for knee replacements, hip replacements - they’re
a disaster,” Trump told The New York Times in 2015.

Aides said he now eats more fish than he used to but
still enjoys steaks, well done with ketchup on the side, and
fried potatoes prepared by the chefs at the White House
and at the Trump International Hotel in Washington. 

Trump also has long had a well-documented fond-
ness for fast food. Trump has admitted he has not hewn
closely to his diet plan. Nor has he been known to enter
the White House gym for a workout.

“The president received a diet and exercise plan last
year after his annual physical, but the president admits
he has not followed it religiously,” White House
spokesman Hogan Gidley said. Trump daily takes a 10
mg dose of the drug Crestor to lower cholesterol, 81 mg
of aspirin for cardiac health, and 1 mg of the drug
Propecia for prevention of male pattern hair loss.

Trump has described his chief exercise as walking
around the White House compound and standing up at
public events. The 45th president’s diet, reportedly
involving legendary amounts of Coke and red meat,
also seems to defy most doctors’ orders. In January,
Trump hosted the strapping athletes of America’s
champion college football team, the Clemson Tigers,
with a mountain of hamburgers and pizzas. According
to Jackson last year, Trump’s secret is genes.
“Incredibly good genes,” he said. “It’s just the way God
made him.” —  Agencies 
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what they sent me, despite the personal cost and
embarrassment they threaten,” Bezos wrote.

He maintained that the Enquirer demanded that he and
his security consultant Gavin de Becker, who is leading the
probe, publicly state they had “no knowledge or basis for
suggesting that AMI’s coverage was politically motivated
or influenced by political forces”. The revelations appear
to show the gossip tabloid trying to smear Bezos - whom
Trump has repeatedly attacked as the owner of The
Washington Post, a paper he claims is biased against him.

Bezos meanwhile hinted he may have been targeted by
pro-Trump forces in part because of the Post’s coverage
of the murder of its contributor Jamal Khashoggi, stran-
gled and dismembered by Saudi agents in the kingdom’s
Istanbul consulate in October. “The Post’s essential and
unrelenting coverage of the murder of its columnist Jamal
Khashoggi is undoubtedly unpopular in certain circles,” he
wrote. Pointing at connections between Pecker, AMI and
the government of Saudi Arabia, Bezos said he learned that
“Pecker is ‘apoplectic’ about our investigation,” and that
“the Saudi angle seems to hit a particularly sensitive
nerve”.

American Media said in an emailed statement that it
“believes fervently that it acted lawfully in the reporting of
the story of Mr Bezos” and made “good faith negotiations”
with the US billionaire but had decided nonetheless to
“promptly and thoroughly investigate the claims” by the
Amazon CEO. Bezos pointed out that Pecker recently
entered into an immunity deal with federal prosecutors on
his role in so-called “catch and kill” stories - in which
reports are quashed by paying off sources - about Trump
and his alleged mistresses.

But Pecker and his Enquirer colleagues could face fresh
criminal investigations based on the Bezos allegations,
according to former federal prosecutor Jacob Frenkel. The

allegations “easily could fall into possible violations of fed-
eral criminal statutes involving extortion or wire fraud,”
the attorney said. Bloomberg News reported that federal
prosecutors were already reviewing the matter, including
whether the tabloid breeched its immunity agreement.

Former federal prosecutor Renato Mariotti said howev-
er on Twitter he didn’t believe they would pursue the com-
pany. “Was AMI’s action slimy? Yes,” Mariotti posted. “Is
it consistent with some of the questionable practices that
AMI engaged in on behalf of Trump and others? Yes. But
is this the sort of case federal prosecutors would charge as
extortion? No.”

The case highlights a politically-tinged feud between
the Post owner and the supermarket tabloid, with Bezos
asserting that he would not be intimidated. Releasing the
email exchanges, he said, shows “the precise details of
their extortionate proposal: They will publish the personal
photos unless Gavin de Becker and I make the specific
false public statement to the press... And there’s an associ-
ated threat: They’ll keep the photos on hand and publish
them in the future if we ever deviate from that lie.”

“If in my position I can’t stand up to this kind of extor-
tion, how many people can?” Bezos wrote on Medium. The
bombshell from Bezos brought a tidal wave of reactions,
many praising his decision to face down Pecker and the
Enquirer. “Not everyone can stand up to bullies, thugs and
extortionists, but if you can, you should,” said rival tech
entrepreneur Pierre Omidyar, founder of eBay. Until
recently, Bezos had been seen as a bookish but determined
entrepreneur, running his businesses with ruthless deter-
mination but avoiding the limelight - steering clear of con-
fronting Trump after a series of attacks by the president. 

But the disclosures are likely to deepen the rift between
Bezos and Trump, who claims that the tech entrepreneur is
using the newspaper for his own purposes. Taking aim last
month at Bezos, Trump alluded to Enquirer reporting of
the billionaire’s relationship with the former news anchor
and entertainment reporter, Lauren Sanchez. “So sorry to
hear the news about Jeff Bozo being taken down by a
competitor whose reporting, I understand, is far more
accurate than the reporting in his lobbyist newspaper, the
Amazon Washington Post,” he tweeted. — AFP 
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BANGKOK: Thai Princess Ubolratana’s unprecedent-
ed attempt to become the country’s next prime minister
was abruptly nixed yesterday after her party agreed to
comply with a command from the king opposing the
plan. The party’s announcement effectively blocking
Ubolratana’s candidacy came after an extraordinary
rebuke by her brother King Maha Vajiralongkorn, and
removes a hurdle for the ruling junta to hold onto pow-
er after the March 24 vote - the first since a 2014 coup.

The Thai Raksa Chart party, affiliated with the pow-
erful Shinawatra political clan, had announced the
princess as their candidate Friday morning. The move
rattled the status quo and threatened the ambitions of
the generals who have controlled Thailand since they
toppled the administration of Yingluck Shinawatra
almost five years ago. But the Thai king torpedoed his
sister’s bid in a sharply worded statement the same day
that said bringing senior royal family members into pol-
itics was against tradition and “highly inappropriate”.

Thai Raksa Chart responded swiftly, cancelling a
campaign event yesterday and issuing a statement say-
ing it “complies with the royal command”. Thailand has
some of the most severe lese majeste laws in the world
and the king’s word is seldom challenged. Royalist Thais
and celebrities praised the intervention on social media
after the order, writing “long live the king”.

Others expressed unhappiness with groups such as
Thai Raksa Chart linked to Yingluck and her brother
Thaksin, who was ousted in a 2006 coup. An activist
who called himself Champ 1984 said he was “disap-
pointed” with the idea of a pro-democracy party enlist-
ing a royal family member and would now vote for a
different party.

Analysts say the events of the past day will help the
military to consolidate power and tilt the odds in favor
of junta chief Prayut Chan-O-Cha. Prayut is standing as
premier for the Phalang Pracharat party, a group
aligned with the regime. The military has “gained the
upper hand”, said professor Anusorn Unno from
Thammasat University, adding that it is poised to per-
form well in the vote.

Even before Thai Raksa Chart’s reversal, many
warned the palace statement had ended the princess’
chances. “The palace disapproval invalidates her candi-
dacy,” said Puangthong Pawakapan, professor of politi-
cal science at Chulalongkorn University. An Election
Commission official said it is reviewing all candidate
applications and will finish the process this week,
though few expect it to divert from the royal order.

Historian Chris Baker said that while he could not
predict what would happen next, the language in the
palace statement was strong and “very firm”. Thailand

is a constitutional monarchy and has not had a royal run
for frontline office since 1932. The 67-year-old princess
has yet to address the rebuke head on. She thanked
supporters yesterday on her widely followed Instagram
account, saying vaguely that she wanted Thailand to
“move forward”. The king did not criticize the princess
directly and seemed to focus blame on political party
members who brought her on board.

Both Yingluck and Thaksin live in self-exile to avoid
charges which they say are politically motivated.
Observers had said Thaksin and the party would not
have teamed up with the princess without royal
approval. But the bold play appears to have backfired
dramatically on Thaksin. “After last night the king’s
intervention had an effect of discrediting Thaksin,”
Anusorn said.

Ubolratana is the first-born of former king Bhumibol
Adulyadej. She gave up her royal titles when she mar-
ried an American in 1972, but they divorced and she
moved back to Thailand. Ubolratana is an unusually
public figure for a royal, having starred in movies and
maintaining an active social media footprint.  While she
said she was exercising her rights as a commoner to
stand for prime minister, the statement from the palace
said she is she is “still a member of the House of
Chakri”, referring to the name of the dynasty. — AFP 
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BANGKOK: An official of Raksa Chart party submits the
registration document of Thai Princess Ubolratana to
election commission officials in on Friday. — AFP 

CAIRO: Nearly six years after the African Union
shut it out in the cold, Egypt will take the organiza-
tion’s helm - and strengthening multilateral powers is
unlikely to be on the agenda. Cairo’s tenure “will
probably concentrate on security and peacekeep-
ing”, said Ashraf Swelam, who heads a think tank
linked to the country’s foreign ministry. Incoming AU
chair President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi will likely focus
less on “financial and administrative reform” than his
predecessor, Swelam added. 

Such reform was the cornerstone of outgoing AU
chairman Paul Kagame’s year in the role. The
Rwandan president has pushed for a continent-wide
import tax to fund the AU and reduce its depend-
ence on external donors, who still pay for more than
half the institution’s annual budget. An African diplo-
mat told AFP that Egypt - along with fellow heavy-
weights South Africa and Nigeria - does not want a
powerful AU. 

This diplomat, who has been tracking AU affairs
for over a decade, said Cairo has “never forgotten”
its suspension in 2013. The near year-long lock out
from the AU came after Egypt’s army deposed
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi, who in 2012 had
become the country’s first democratically elected

president. Sisi is due to take the helm at the AU’s
biannual heads of state assembly, which takes place
on Feb 10 and 11 at the AU’s gleaming headquarters
in Ethiopia’s capital Addis Ababa. 

As usual, the continent’s multiple security crises
will be high on the VIPs’ agenda. Rwanda’s ambitious
funding proposal will also likely be on the table. But
it has met resistance not only from Egypt, but other
member states, so may fail to pass. Reform of the AU
Commission is an even more sensitive topic. In Nov
2018, most states rejected a proposal to give the
head of the AU’s executive organ the power to name
deputies and commissioners.    

But the Egyptians are “fully engaged” in pushing
other AU reforms, according to an AU official. One
key initiative backed by Cairo is the Continental Free
Trade Area (CFTA), an initiative agreed by 44 of 55
member states in March 2018. The single market is a
flagship of the AU’s “Agenda 2063” program, con-
ceived as a strategic framework for socioeconomic
transformation. However, the trade pact has met
resistance from South Africa.

Sisi will therefore need to push hard for ratifica-
tion of this accord, if it is to come into effect. For
Elissa Jobson, head of Africa advocacy at the
International Crisis Group, Sisi can be expected to
“use the presidency to increase his country’s stand-
ing among other African states”. “This is not a
departure from previous administrations”, particular-
ly that of the outgoing chairman, she added. — AFP
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