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The issue of corruption is not a new story or a
solo incident of someone who uses his
authority to seize state lands or public funds.

In a press conference held by Kuwait Transparency
Society announcing the results of the global
Corruption Perceptions Index 2018 issued by
Transparency International, it showed Kuwait
ranked 78th in the world, 8th in the Arab world and
fifth in the Gulf region on the index.  

Of course, corruption is an offense to the coun-
try and people, and devastating if not combatted. I
heard on the radio about an anti-corruption strate-
gy launched by the Kuwaiti government. The strat-
egy is for a period of five years from 2019 to 2024
and is based on four main axes and objectives,
including 13 priorities distributed over 47 initiatives
for achieving better rates in sustainable develop-
ment indicators and combatting corruption.

I think the plan is a step in the right direction,
but I wonder how this strategy will be implement-
ed and who is the party that will arrest these cor-
rupt people or agencies, regardless of their social
status and positions and insist on bringing them to
justice without interventions and wasta? What will
be the role of the media on this issue, especially
social media? I guess people may rush to voice
opinions through social media either to support or
reject the measures.  

The chairman of the Kuwait Transparency
Society said that the reasons for Kuwait’s progress
in the Corruption Perceptions Index are many, such
as the conflict of interest law and the Cabinet deci-
sion to form a committee of 16 bodies to review the
indicators and prepare the necessary measures to
amend the country’s ranking in the global
Corruption Perceptions Index.

The comparative analysis of data on democracy
in the world reveals a correlation between corrup-
tion and the level of democracy, as the index
showed the weakest rate for authoritarian regimes,
which registered only around 30 points in the
Corruption Perceptions Index.

The Corruption Perceptions Index is related to
the extent of corruption in the public sector,
specifically corruption by officials, public servants
and politicians. But some aspects are not measured
by the index, like perceptions of citizens or their
experiences with corruption.

I believe that people’s views on the subject of
corruption are essential. It is natural that every
country in the world wants to be the first in the
fight against corruption, so it is necessary to place
specific measurements to take into account the
experiences of the public and their opinions, and
incorporate the changes they notice to be part of
the final assessment of each country.

The executive director of Transparency
International said the international community
should make greater efforts to strengthen democ-
racy and protect the rights of citizens, especially
when corruption seeps into democratic systems
and ultimately weakens them. I believe that the
relationship between democracy and corruption
must be studied carefully, because the two must
work together to achieve real success.

Transparency International called on all govern-
ments to make real progress in fighting corruption
and promoting democracy around the world,
bridge the gap between the enactment of legisla-
tion on corruption, its implementation on the
ground and its provisions, which will enhance
political participation and control public opinion
on government spending. I believe that true suc-
cess in combating corruption does not come
through good speeches and wishes, but practical
application as an indicator of success.  

Anti-corruption
strategy
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local spotlight

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: MP Khalaf Dumaitheer recently donated the sum
of $10,000 plus a monthly salary to the family of Lebanese
man George Zreik, who killed himself outside his children’s
private school in Lebanon. Notably, Zreik self-immolated in
protest over depriving his daughter the right to get a score
sheet because he had not paid the school fees. He died in
hospital with over 90 percent burns on his body. 

Replacement plan
The Ministry of Education (MoE) administrative affairs

sector urged assistant undersecretaries to prepare and
hand over lists of expat teachers, social workers and office
porters to be included in the replacement plans so that
proper measures could be taken at least three months pri-
or to terminating their contracts. Notably, the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) had urged MoE in November to termi-
nate the contracts of 1,186 expat teachers and administra-
tive staff members to replace them with Kuwaitis. 

Vacant positions
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and Minister of

State for Municipal Affairs Fahd Al-Shula expressed plans
to fill vacant assistant undersecretaries’ positions with

ministry staff members, noting that the ministry of awqaf is
full of qualified and skilled staff members capable of
achieving its vision. Shula added that during his meeting

with the ministry’s supreme planning committee, he asked
to adjust the charters of official missions and conferences
abroad in a way that guarantees staff rights and prevent
profiteering and favoritism. “Missions will be restricted to
Kuwaiti employees only,” he underlined.  

Extra credit 
In a proactive measure to handle the state budget

accounts and related parlia-
mentary agreements, the gov-
ernment referred two bills to
open an extra credit for the oil
and health ministries in the fis-
cal year 2018-2019, which
allows them to withdraw KD
1,219,000,000 from the state’s
general reserves to settle up
the two accounts. Head of the
parliamentary budgets and
final statements committee MP
Adnan Abdulsamad said the
committee would consult the
State Audit Bureau on this

extra credit prior to discussing the government’s proposal.
Abdulsamad added that with the extra sum, the sum
declared by the finance minister as the new budget would
increase by KD 1,219,000,000. 

Sustainable development
Secretary General of the Supreme Council for

Planning and Development Khaled Mahdi urged over 20
government bodies to submit the information they have
concerning executing sustainable development goals to

prepare Kuwait’s first report and submit it to the UN in
July. Speaking while presiding the sustainable develop-
ment committee’s meeting which included representa-
tives from various government bodies, NGOs, the private
sector and state auditing bodies, Mahdi hailed a number
of government bodies that have already submitted their
data, including the defense, justice and electricity and
water ministries, in addition to the National Guard,
Central Bank, Kuwait University, the Public Authority for
Manpower, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate and the
Kuwait Credit Bank. 

List of disabilities
Head of the kinetic disability assessment committee at

the Public Authority for the Disabled Dr Salem Ali Al-
Kandari said the authority is fully committed to interna-
tional standards on assessing a disability by specialized
doctors who thoroughly examine the patient and their
medical reports and tests in addition to their case history.
Responding to an inquiry about disabled persons, specifi-
cally on requests to list spinal-related problems among
the list of disabilities, Kandari added that some disc pains
are curable except for those which have an impact on the
spinal cord and nerves, as some of those may lead to
paralysis and affect the patient’s daily routine. 

MP donates $10,000 for family of
Lebanese self-immolation victim

Kuwait prepares first sustainable development report

Education
Ministry

urged to hire
more Kuwaitis MP Khalaf Dumaitheer

Four candidates
apply on 3rd day
of nomination
KUWAIT: A total of four candidates have
submitted their applications in the third
day for nomination to run for the upcoming
parliamentary by-elections slated for
March 16. Elections affairs department
received applications of four candidates,
two for the second constituency and two
for the third constituency, the Interior
Ministry said in a statement yesterday. The
number of candidates who have so far sub-

mitted their requests stands at 16, including
one woman. During an inspecting tour to
the department’s headquarters, Interior
Ministry’s Undersecretary Lieutenant
General Essam Al-Naham stressed the
ministry’s keenness on employing all
potentials to render the balloting process a
real success. 

Candidates continue submitting their
bids until February 16, the ministry said. On
February 4, the government assigned the
Interior Ministry to prepare for organizing
by-elections for 2nd and 3rd constituencies
on March 16 after the Court of Cassation
slammed prison sentences on two MPs.
The two seats became vacant after the
Court of Cassation sentenced two MPs,
during a session on July 8, 2018, for three
and a half years behind bars. — KUNA

Police storm Amghara
garages used to repair
‘reckless drivers’ cars
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ahmadi and Jahra traffic department carried out
a surprise inspection campaign in Amghara after discover-
ing an industrial land allocated to repair sports cars was
used by violators for reckless behavior. Residency viola-
tors who were repairing the cars illegally were arrested.
The area was raided and 18 vehicles were found, some
with Gulf plates, others forged and some without plates. A
mechanic who was found without any ID was arrested.

Ceiling collapse
The kitchen ceiling of an apartment in Salmiya col-

lapsed, prompting Salmiya fire station to respond. They
found the cause of the accident was a cooking gas leak
that led to an explosion but no fire. Firemen took out the
stove and gas cylinder and secured the place. Separately,
firemen from the Sulaibkhat and Farwaniya fire station
fought a blaze in an Andalus house. The fire, which had
started on the second floor, was put out without injuries.

Gamblers arrested
Ahmadi detectives, in cooperation with Fintas police,

sent out patrols to check for persons seen in a video circu-
lated on social media gambling and drinking in Mahboula.
Police arrested three persons in an area surrounded by
trees and plants. Ahmadi detectives also arrested 14
Asians, including several who appeared in the video clip.
The gambling dealer and liquor seller were also arrested.

Road closed
The traffic department will temporarily close Fahd Al-

Malik Road (208) today in both directions due to an activ-
ity by the education ministry from 7:30 am until the activi-
ty is over. The education ministry in Mubarak Al-Kabeer
education zone will make 4,000 students carry a Kuwaiti
flag 2,019 m long, a Guinness world record.

Audit bureau
reviews 2017-18
accounts
KUWAIT: After reviewing state body
accounts and records for the 2017-18 fiscal
year, the State Audit Bureau (SAB) advised
increasing support for internal oversight
bodies, encouraging accountability and
corporate governance and issuing dead-
lines for development projects. This came
as SAB discussed its findings with minis-
ters during a meeting chaired by Deputy

Prime Minister and State Minister for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh, according
to a SAB statement. 

The talks also grouped the minister of
finance, minister of commerce and indus-
try, minister of oil and minister of elec-
tricity and water and state minister for
economic affairs. The results were based
on the standards of the Vienna-based
International Organization of Supreme
Audit Institutions (INTOSAI), a non-
governmental organization which pro-
vides governments with auditing advice
and know-how. Kuwait Transparency
Society’s report into the reasons behind
Kuwait’s two-spot leap on the annually-
published Corruption Perceptions Index
was also raised. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard celebrated the graduation of beginners that
included security, administrative and practical training on shooting and fighting,
in addition to physical fitness exercises.

KUWAIT: Sports cars found in a garage busted for offering to repair reckless drivers’ vehicles.

This photo released by the Interior Ministry shows sus-
pects arrested on charges of gambling. The collapsed kitchen ceiling of an apartment in Salmiya. Heavy damage left by a fire in an Andalus house.


