
GENEVA: Kuwait National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem Friday called
for amending bylaw of Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) in a way that imposed penal-
ties on any member failing to comply with
this bylaw. He was speaking to reporters
after a preparatory meeting for the Fifth
World Conference of Speakers of
Parliament, which concluded yesterday. He
said they discussed a mechanism to enforce
IPU’s bylaw to bring about compliance by
member countries, including abidance by
UN resolutions “which were violated by
some countries.”

Kuwait therefore called on importance
of amending bylaw in a way penalties are
enforced on any member country failing
to abide by this bylaw, said Ghanem. The
preparatory meeting also discussed future
of democracies in the world and relations
between IPU and the UN, he said.
Ghanem and Amal Al-Qubaisi, speaker of
the UAE parliament, represented the Arab
group in the preparatory meetings. He
hoped the conference would have fruitful
outcome that would be in interest of the
Arab and Islamic affairs.

Meanwhile, Ghanem met with the United
Nations refugee agency’s protection chief
Volker Turk and the President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU), Gabriela Cuevas
Barron, in Geneva yesterday. The meeting,
which was held on the sidelines of
Ghanem’s participation in the first meeting

of the Preparatory Committee for the 5th
World Conference of Parliaments Speakers,
discussed a number of issues related to the
Commission work in the Middle East, and
how the IPU can play a bigger role by
shedding light on it. 

Furthermore, Ghanem held talks with his
Ugandan counterpart Rebecca Kadaga on
the sidelines of the first meeting of the
Preparatory Committee for the Fifth World
Conference of Speakers of Parliament. The

talks focused on the parliamentary cooper-
ation between Kuwait and Uganda and
coordination of stances of the Arab and
African groups of states on the agenda top-
ics of the committee meeting. Ghanem rep-
resents the Arab geopolitical group of
states at the meeting while Kadaga repre-
sents the African one. Separately, Ghanem
held a meeting with his Cypriot counterpart
Demetris Syllouris, as they discussed coor-

dination of stances on issues that would be
addressed at the international convention. 

In the meantime, Ghanem visited the
Permanent Mission of the State of Kuwait
to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva where
he was welcomed by Head of the Mission
Jamal Al-Ghunaim and other members of
the mission. He appreciated the great
efforts being made by the mission to affirm
Kuwait’s presence at, and effective contri-

bution to, the various activities of the
Geneva-based international organizations.

Later yesterday, Ghanem arrived in
Cairo to take part in a scheduled joint
meeting of the Arab Parliament and chairs
of the Arab parliaments, in response to an
invitation by the Arab Parliament
President Dr Meshaal Al-Salami. His dele-
gation includes MPs Ali Al-Deqbasi, Askar
Al-Enezi, Mohammad Al-Huwailah and
Khaled Al-Otaibi. They were welcomed
upon arrival by the State of Kuwait
Ambassador to Egypt Mohammad Al-

Dhuwaikh, the Kuwaiti Permanent Delegate
at the Arab League Ambassador Ahmad Al-
Bakr and a number of diplomats. The
speaker flew in from Geneva, where he was
seen off by Ghunaim and members of the
Kuwaiti mission. The third session of the
second legislative term of the Arab
Parliament is scheduled on February 10-12.

Salami had stated that getting countries
in the region on the same page could be

achieved through an ‘all-encompassing
vision’ that aims to keep collective security
intact. Solidarity among Arab nations is
needed to stave off any ‘foreign meddling’
that can be detrimental to their interests,
Salami said amid high-level talks bringing
together top lawmakers and officials from
around the region. He pinpointed the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict as the most ‘perennial
concern,’ in addition to other Arab countries
enmeshed in political and economic turmoil,
naming Lebanon as a case in point. On the

challenges facing the region, the Arab
world’s top lawmaker cited unemployment
as a lingering dilemma, besides other crucial
sectors such as healthcare and education.
He went on to say that a key objective in the
talks is to ensure that Arab nations remain a
cohesive unit in the face of these growing
challenges, particularly at this critical junc-
ture. Some of the Arab region’s most notable
and influential officials have turned up for
the meeting, making the talks all the more
significant. — KUNA

BRUSSELS: North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) has expressed its
appreciation for Kuwait’s active role in the
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) and for
boosting cooperation between the 29-mem-
ber Alliance and the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states. “I noted and expressed
appreciation for Kuwait’s positive and active
role in the ICI Partnership, in particular as the
generous host of the NATO ICI Regional
Center,” Alejandro Alvargonzalez, NATO
Assistant Secretary General for Political
Affairs and Security Policy, said yesterday. He
noted that the ICI Regional Center in Kuwait
“has been instrumental since its inception in
enhancing our practical and political cooper-
ation with all NATO’s partner countries in the
Arab Gulf.”

In similar fashion last Wednesday,
Alvargonzalez delivered a speech at the
luncheon of Arab Ambassadors based in
Brussels, hosted by Kuwait’s Ambassador to
NATO, the EU, Belgium and Luxembourg
Jasem Al-Budaiwi at his residence. “I shared
with the Arab Ambassadors present, NATO’s
partnerships in the MENA (Middle East
North Africa) region, under our

Mediterranean Dialogue (MD) and the
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative,” said the top
NATO official. “As we celebrate the 15th
anniversary of the ICI and 25th anniversary
of the MD, I noted that NATO’s partnerships
have allowed us to progressively enhance
our political dialogue and practical coopera-
tion, contributing to improve regional securi-
ty to the benefit of all countries involved,” he
said. Alvargonzalez added that his presenta-
tion to the Arab ambassadors highlighted the
importance of cooperative security for
NATO, which is one of its main three core
tasks along with collective defense and crisis
management.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Budaiwi said that
the luncheon came in line with the many
activities organized by the Kuwait embassy in
Brussels to bring the Arab world in closer
connection with the international organiza-
tions and European institutions based in the
Belgian capital. “Kuwait has a unique and his-
toric relationship with NATO,” he said point-
ing out the Kuwait was the first GCC country
to join the ICI. “We are the only country out-
side the Euro-Atlantic area to host the
regional NATO center. We are engaged with

NATO in many activities, such as workshops,
training courses that not only benefit Kuwait
but the ICI member countries,” he said.

Budaiwi noted that the Kuwaiti Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah last
November inaugurated Kuwait’s diplomatic
mission inside the NATO premises in
Brussels. “We are looking forward to boost
and enhance our relations in every aspect,”
stated Budaiwi and added that Kuwait this
year is planning to hold an important event to
mark the 15the anniversary of the ICI. The ICI
was launched at the summit meeting of
NATO leaders in Istanbul in 2004 to foster
practical security cooperation with Arab Gulf
countries. It currently includes Kuwait,
Bahrain, Qatar and the UAE.

In January 2017, NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg led the North Atlantic
Council, which included the NATO permanent
representatives, in celebrating the opening of
the NATO-ICI Regional Center in Kuwait.
During the inauguration ceremony, the NATO
Chief highlighted the Center’s potential in
strengthening the partnership between NATO
and the Arab Gulf countries, including in the
fight against terrorism. — KUNA
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BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s Ambassador to NATO, the EU, Belgium and Luxembourg Jasem Al-Budaiwi pose for a group photo with NATO Assistant
Secretary General for Political Affairs and Security Policy Alejandro Alvargonzalez and Arab ambassadors. — KUNA

GENEVA: Kuwait National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem speaks to
reporters after a preparatory meeting for
the Fifth World Conference of Speakers
of Parliament. — KUNA photos Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets with members of Kuwait’s mission to Geneva.

Kuwaiti Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem arrives in Cairo for an Arab parliamentary meet.

Parliament Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets with UN refugee
agency’s protection chief Volker Turk and the President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) Gabriela Cuevas Barron.

NATO lauds Kuwait’s positive role in enhancing
NATO-GCC relations

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Kuwait Martin Dvorak visit-
ed Kuwait Times recently and discussed matters of mutual concern with Editor-
in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

Kuwait Airways
staff covered
with health
insurance
KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways Corporation
(KAC) recently signed a contract with
Boubyan Takaful Insurance Company to
provide health and group insurance for
its employees for 2019. The signing cer-

emony was held at KAC headquarters,
and attended by KAC Board Chairman
Yousef Abdul Hameed Al-Jassem, KAC
CEO Kamel Al-Awadhi, Boubyan’s CEO
and administrative affairs manager
Waleed Al-Yaqout, Boubyan’s executive
manager Khalil Al-Shami and deputy
Boubyan’s CEO Abdullah Al-Towaijri.
Speaking on the occasion, Jassem
stressed KAC’s keenness of providing
the best services to its staff, and said
that the insurance contract was renewed
to provide employees and their families
with reasonably priced health services
in most private hospitals. 


