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RIYADH: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Saudi Foreign Minister Ibrahim Abdulaziz Al-Assaf. —KUNA

AMMAN: Kuwaiti Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s visit to Jordan,
due tomorrow at the invitation of Prime Minister Omar
Razzaz, reaffirmed deep-rooted multi-faceted relations.
The visit coincides with the joint committee meeting,
which would be co-chaired by the foreign ministers and
is expected to result in a number of economic, trade
and investment agreements. His Highness the Prime
Minister is also expected to inaugurate Kuwait
Embassy’s new building in Amman.

Relations between Kuwait and Jordan, established in
1961, have progressed in many domains and the two
countries are committed to 57 cooperation agreements
covering many areas. The two countries have been
coordinating positions over many regional issues,
including the Palestinian question where Kuwait and
Jordan are staunch supporters of the Palestinian right
of freedom and to establish their independent state on
the June 4, 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its cap-
ital. Kuwait and Jordan rejected, at the Arab Summit in
Saudi Arabia and the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation’s Summit in Istanbul, Turkey, the US deci-
sion to move its embassy from Tel Aviv to occupied
Jerusalem. Kuwait, through its 2018-19 non-permanent
membership in UN Security Council (UNSC) as a rep-
resentative of the Arab Group, was a solid supporter of
the Palestinian cause.

Kuwait believes in the vital role of Jordan in achiev-
ing peace and stability in the Middle East, and support-
ed Amman’s protection of Jerusalem. Kuwait’s parlia-
ment played a leading role in supporting the Palestinian
cause. Kuwait parliament speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
and president of Jordan’s House of Nobles Faisal Al-
Fayez affirmed, during a meeting in Kuwait last month,
the importance of coordination to address challenges
facing the region.

Trade relations
As for trade ties, Kuwait-Jordan trade exchange reg-

istered $270 million in November, 2018, according to
ministry of industry and trade. Jordan imports plastic,
non-organic chemical materials, steel, copper, fuel and
oil. Kuwait imports livestock, vegetables, nuts, eggs,
dairy products and some house appliances. The two
countries signed many cooperation agreements, includ-
ing air services in 1975, prevention of dual taxation on
income of corporates and airlines in 1985, economic
and trade and technical deal in 1986, encouraging and
protecting investment in 2001, land transport in 2002
and establishment of a joint committee in 2002. Kuwait
and Jordan also signed tourism agreement in 2007, sea
transport deal in 2009, the development of industrial
exports and organization of exhibitions agreement in
2010 and a protocol to attract foreign direct investment
in 2011, among many others. The number of Kuwaitis
registered at Amman Chamber of Commerce is 82.
They are investing $330 million in information technol-
ogy and communications, services and consultations,
construction and banking.

Top investor
Kuwait is the top Arab and foreign investor in

Jordan with $18 billion, distributed on tourism, indus-
try, banks, telecommunication, real estate and trans-
port. Among Kuwaiti investments in Jordan is Al-
Abdali Mall of Kuwait Projects Company, KIPCO,
Jordan-Kuwait Bank and Noor company. Kuwait is
also investing $1.418 billion in Amman’s stock market,
the third largest foreign investor, while Kuwaitis own
126 real estates in 2017, the fourth largest amongst
non-Jordanians.

Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED) contributed to 26 economic and social devel-
opment projects with a value of $580 million between
1962-2017. KFAED is also responsible for the dis-
bursement of $1.250 billion, which is Kuwait’s share in
financing strategic and development project, part of a
GCC financial package to Jordan, in sectors of agricul-
ture, energy, minerals, roads, education, health, water
and transport.

Kuwait built LNG Port that will address energy cri-
sis, establish wind power farm in Ma’an as well as other
infrastructure projects in different governorates that
contributed to creation of thousands of jobs. Kuwait
also offered a billion dollars for Jordan, part of $2.5 bil-
lion economic package by Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), in forms of donations and loans.
Kuwait deposited $500 million at Jordan Central Bank
and the rest was in forms of loans for five years. Total
Kuwaiti deposits at Jordan’s Central Bank is $1.3 billion.

Refugees’ crisis
The Syrian crisis forced millions of people to flee to

neighboring countries, including Jordan which is host-
ing around 1.3 million Syrian refugees. Kuwait rushed
to help the Syrians and KFAED offered $58 million
grants in 2014-16 to support the Jordanian govern-
ment’s response plan. Kuwait government and private
institutions offered relentless support for the Syrian
refugees, either directly or via the government of
Amman. Kuwait built two villages named after His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah in Zaatari refugee camp, each houses more
than 80,000 Syrian refugees. A village consists of
1,000 housing units, a mosque, two schools and a
medical center.

On the other hand, Kuwait and Jordan enjoy good
military cooperation. The two countries renewed military
cooperation agreement during a meeting of the joint
higher committee last March. Military cooperation began
in 1974 when Kuwait opened an attache in Jordan,
paving way for the training of more than 8,000 Kuwaiti
servicemen in Jordanian institutions up to date. Hundreds
of Kuwaitis register at Jordanian educational institutions,
while over 4,200 men and women study at Jordanian
universities. Kuwait Health Office in Amman is also fol-
lowing up cases of Kuwaiti patients in the country.

In the meantime, the head of  the brotherly
Kuwaiti-Jordanian commission in the Jordanian par-

liament MP Haitham Al-Zyadeen arrived in Kuwait
yesterday. The ranking legislator, accompanied by a
delegation, has just begun a four-day official visit to
the country. ‘Al-Dustoor’ news network said the

Jordanian delegation was welcomed at the airport by
the head of the mission of honor MP Al-Humaidi Al-
Subaiee, and the deputy Jordanian ambassador to
Kuwait Fadi Al-Abadi.  —KUNA

Kuwaiti Prime Minister’s visit to
Jordan helps take ties to new heights
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah meets with King Abdullah II in this file photo. —KUNA

Kuwaiti Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah receives an invitation from Jordanian Prime
Minister Omar Razzaz to visit Jordan.

President of the Jordanian Senate Faisal Al-Fayzes seen during a tour at Kuwait’s National Assembly
during his recent visit to Kuwait.

Kuwait’s envoy
hands in credentials
to Saudi FM
RIYADH: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Saudi Arabia
Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah handed in last
Thursday his credentials to Saudi Foreign Minister
Ibrahim Abdulaziz Al-Assaf, said a statement yester-
day. The Ambassador met minister Assaf to hand in a
copy of his credentials in a meeting in Riyadh. He
conveyed greetings from Kuwait’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to Assaf,
added the statement. Sheikh Ali had arrived to
Riyadh on Tuesday to start as the appointed Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia.  —KUNA

Kuwait’s hosting of
‘Al-Fahd’ exhibit
reflects deep ties: Envoy
KUWAIT: Ambassador of the
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques to Kuwait Prince Sultan
bin Saad Al Saud said yesterday
that Kuwait’s hosting of the exhi-
bition ‘Al-Fahd.. Spirit of
Leadership’ as the first foreign
station for him reflects the deep-
rooted historical and close rela-
tions between the two brotherly
countries. Prince Sultan said in a
press statement that Kuwait’s
hosting of this exhibition, which
enjoys Kuwaiti praise at the high-
est level, indicates the strength of
fraternal ties between the two peoples under the leadership of the
two wise countries. He added that the exhibition, which will start on
Monday at the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center, will be a
Saudi-Kuwaiti cultural, historical and knowledge event that will
deepen both countries’ bilateral relations and their peoples. He
pointed out that the allocation of a special pavilion for Saudi-
Kuwaiti relations at the exhibition, which lasts until February 23rd,
will allow visitors to see pictures displayed for the first time of kings
of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait rulers. He said that the exhibition is
aimed at the current generation of Gulf and Arab youth to learn
about the biography of the kings and leaders, the circumstances
they have lived through and the achievements they have made. He
expressed his thanks and appreciation to the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and His Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman for their keenness to enhance the
spirit of cooperation with the brothers in Kuwait in all fields, in addi-
tion to supporting the King Fahd Foundation.  —KUNA

NBK, KRCS distribute
winter supplies to
families in need 
KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
and Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) distrib-
uted winter supplies for families in different areas
in Kuwait including electrical appliances and
necessity food items as part of its ‘Winter sup-
plies’ Campaign.

This campaign aims to offer a warm winter for
families facing hard weather conditions in Sulaibiya
and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. The campaign included dis-
tributing electrical appliances, food parcels, blan-
kets, heaters and other home supplies. 

Talal Al-Turki, NBK Public Relations Team
Leader, who led the NBK field team in Sulaibiya and
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh expressed his sincere apprecia-
tion to Kuwait Red Crescent Society for its active
and prompt response and efforts to be on call and
help families in need.

“We are pleased and proud to be a part of this
noble campaign that aims to ensure the provision of
much needed aid to the people, especially children
and the elderly, who have been displaced in shelters
with little infrastructure to protect them from cold
winter,” he added.

“NBK strives to support the community and vari-
ous private and public humanitarian missions and aid
in meeting their needs and achieving their humani-
tarian and social goals,” Turki noted. “This aid is part
of our corporate social responsibility (CSR) pro-

gram, which seeks to support initiatives that make a
profound impact on the lives of communities around
Kuwait. We thank the Kuwait Red Crescent Society
for their noble efforts, and the continued aide they
provide to people in need,” he stressed.

NBK is the strategic partner of Kuwait Red
Crescent Society. NBK  also took part in other
humanitarian and social initiatives lead by KRCS in
Kuwait during Ramadan in addition to a huge cam-
paign targeting education for children in need. 
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