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Justice for victims of sexual violence in conflict inseparable part of permanent peace

Morocco recalls envoy to Saudi 

RABAT: Morocco has recalled its ambassador to
Saudi Arabia for consultations, media said on Friday.
Ambassador Mustapha Mansouri confirmed the recall
to pro-establishment news website Le360. He added
that Morocco and Saudi Arabia are bound by strong
and longstanding ties that are currently undergoing a
“transient crisis”. The recall is due to the airing by
Saudi TV channel Al Arabiya of a documentary that
diverged from the Moroccan position on the Western
Sahara issue, Mansouri told Le360.  — Reuters

$3.1bn to help Saudi companies 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s King Salman has approved
a scheme to reimburse some of the companies who
struggled to pay steadily increasing fees for expatri-
ate work permits in 2017 and 2018 and waive the fee
hikes for some who weren’t able to pay, the labour
minister said. The government is allocating 11.5 billion
riyals ($3.1 billion) for reimbursements under the
decision, according to the royal decree. Only compa-
nies that had a higher or equal number of Saudi
employees versus expats will be eligible for the reim-
bursement or waiver of fees, according to the decree.
Companies with a lower number of Saudis compared
to expats will benefit from the initiative only after
they hire more locals, it said. — Reuters 

NEW YORK: Deputy of Kuwait’s Permanent
Delegate to the UN Counselor Bader Al-
Munayyekh urged world communities to
boost UN peacekeeping operations, including
women’s empowerment in post-conflict situa-
tions. It is important to back peacekeeping
missions in war-torn countries, particularly
with holding sexual assault perpetrators
accountable and bringing them to justice,
Munayyekh said during a UNSC session
Friday night.

Wartime sexual violence is one of the most
hideous crimes against humanity, especially
since it targets women and children and leads
them to a lifetime health, mental, and physical
disorder, he noted. The cumulative effects of
such violence could expand to generations,
rule out any chance of achieving reconcilia-
tion and peace, and destabilize societies in
the short and long-terms, said Munayyekh.

Terrorist organizations such as the so-

called Islamic State (IS) and Boko Haram have
used sexual violence to terrorize people and
finance their criminal operations, he added.
Sexual assault has also been used to target
ethnic and religious minorities and displace
them from their original homelands, such as
the case of the minority Muslim community in
Myanmar, said Munayyekh.

The international community and UNSC
should bear their responsibilities and do their
best to stop these intentional and systematic
crimes and violations against humanity, and
bring their perpetrators to justice, he
stressed. So far, UNSC has succeeded in lay-
ing solid standards to thwart sexual assaults
in conflict situations, but it has not imple-
mented them fully yet, said Munayyekh.

He recalled UNSC resolution 1820 (2008),
which affirmed the council’s intention, when
establishing and renewing state-specific
sanction regimes, to consider imposing “tar-

geted and graduated” measures against war-
ring factions who committed rape and other
forms of violence against women and girls.
Therefore, it is important to boost coopera-
tion with the UN Secretary-General’s Special
Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict
in order to determine perpetrators of criminal
sexual assaults and include their names in
regimes’ sanction lists, he added.

The state has a primary responsibility to
protect its citizens from sexual violence in
conflict, Munayyekh said, adding the interna-
tional community and UN bodies must coop-
erate toward building states’ potentials,
boosting their security and judicial systems,
and revive their civil societies. State societies
also have the responsibility to denounce all
forms of violence against women and chil-
dren, preserve their full rights, build their
abilities toward protecting themselves
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NEW YORK: Deputy of Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the UN Counselor Bader
Al-Munayyekh addresses the UNSC session. —  KUNA 

(From left) Dr Fawzia Al-Kandari, Dr Moaz Alanbaei, Dr Telal Mudawi and Dr
Darar Al-Khudair at the Cardiac Cath laboratory.

KUWAIT: Just a few days before one of the
world’s largest health and medical confer-
ences - Arab Health - took place, Kuwait
scored an important medical milestone with
the first cardiac ablation treatment done in
the private sector. Cardiac ablation is a com-
plex cardiac procedure used to treat abnor-
mal electrical activity in the heart. 

Given the complex nature of the treat-
ment, cardiac ablation is usually done by
only a handful of trained cardiologists in
Kuwait’s public sector hospitals. But thanks
to a collaboration between Kuwait’s Central
Circle medical company and Johnson &

Johnson Middle East, the cutting-edge treat-
ment is now available in the private health-
care sector in Kuwait. 

A team of leading doctors including elec-
trophysiologist Dr Fawzia Alkandari per-
formed the groundbreaking and complex pro-
cedure at Hadi Hospital. The event is a major
leap in the right direction in acknowledging
the importance of such treatments, which
shouldn’t be held from patients in need. The
cardiac ablation was covered by insurance.
Johnson & Johnson is a top manufacturer of
the ablation technology. They have partnered
with Central Circle in Kuwait to bring this

innovative treatment to the private sector.
“A vital treatment such as ablation therapy

should be made accessible to all those who
need it,” stated Dr Ziad Al-Alyan, Central
Circle CEO. Dr Al-Alyan thanked the great
Johnson & Johnson team and the team at Hadi
Hospital for making the groundbreaking
treatment become a reality. Cardiac arrhyth-
mia is relatively common in Kuwait due to the
high prevalence of heart disease in the region.
Having the private sector contribute in the
treatment availability reduces wait times for
patients and results in better outcomes for
public health in general.

Chest x-ray showing a permanent pacemaker.

Central Circle and J&J make medical history in Kuwait 

QUEBEC CITY: A 29-year-old who shot
dead six worshipers at a Quebec City
mosque in the worst anti-Muslim attack in
the West got life in prison Friday.
Alexandre Bissonnette will have to wait
40 years - longer than usual - before he
can apply for parole. In his decision,
Judge Francois Huot rejected a prosecu-
tion request for a 150-year sentence,
which would have been the longest ever in
Canada, saying “subjecting a murder to a
sentence that exceeds his life expectancy”
would be a cruel and unusual punishment
under Canadian law.
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Quebec mosque shooter
gets life, no parole for 40 yrs 

Alexandre Bissonnette

DUBAI: Public debt has rapidly increased
in many Arab countries since the 2008
global financial crisis, due to persistently
high budget deficits, the International
Monetary Fund warned yesterday.
“Unfortunately, the region has yet to fully
recover from the global financial crisis and
other big economic dislocations over the

past decade,” IMF Managing Director
Christine Lagarde said. “Among oil
importers, (economic) growth has picked
up, but it is still below pre-crisis levels,”
she told the Arab Fiscal Forum in Dubai.

Lagarde said public debt among Arab
oil importing nations had increased from
64 percent to 85 percent of Gross
Domestic Product in the decade since
2008. Nearly half of these countries now
have public debt of over 90 percent of
GDP, she said. Public debt among oil
exporters - including the six-nation Gulf
Cooperation Council - rose from 13 per-
cent of GDP to 33 percent
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NEW YORK: The stunning extortion claims made by
Amazon and Washington Post owner Jeff Bezos against
the Trump-friendly National Enquirer tabloid have spot-
lighted a fierce behind-the-scenes media feud, taking
place in an ever more toxic US political climate. The sto-
ry recounted by Bezos - the world’s richest man - touch-
es on political intrigue, sexual indiscretion, the murder of
a Saudi journalist and bitter charges of media bias.

The supermarket tabloid last month reported Bezos
had an extramarital affair with a former news anchor,
publishing a trove of private text messages. The report
appeared days after Bezos and his wife Mackenzie
announced their divorce. 

That prompted Bezos to launch an investigation into
the Enquirer, and how it was able to obtain such inti-
mate material.

In a post on the online platform Medium, Bezos said
Enquirer publisher American Media Inc (AMI), led by
David Pecker, a friend of President Donald Trump, was
now threatening to publish intimate photos of him, if he
did not call off the probe. “Rather than capitulate to
extortion and blackmail, I’ve decided to publish exactly 
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KUWAIT: Automated jockeys are placed on camels before the 19th International Camel Race at the Kuwait
Camel Racing Club yesterday. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat


