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LONDON: Exeter Chiefs took revenge on arch-
rivals Saracens in their first meeting since the
salary-cap scandal broke with a 14-7 victory to
move top of the English Premiership despite a
late red card for Harry Williams as tempers
flared at Sandy Park.

Converted tries by Nic White and Jacques
Vermeulen scored in each half swept the Chiefs
to a victory against opponents who have been
docked 35 points and fined £5.4 million ($7 mil-
lion) for exceeding the league’s £7 million ceil-
ing for wages.

Exeter had more reason than any other
Premiership club to feel aggrieved after losing
the two most recent Premiership finals to Mark
McCall’s men, prompting their owner Tony Rowe
to call for them to be stripped of their titles and
threaten legal action.

For all the Chiefs’ anger, an ugly match failed
to ignite until the 77th minute when a ferocious
brawl broke out on the sideline.

It was sparked by White sitting on Duncan
Taylor and in a flash large numbers of players
locked horns, including the substituted Williams
who joined in from the Exeter dug out.

Once peace had been restored, referee
Wayne Barnes declared the tighthead prop’s
behaviour “not acceptable” and showed him a
straight red card. Williams even invited England
team-mate Mako Vunipola to continue the fight
in front of a record Sandy Park crowd of 13,593
before Barnes intervened to issue marching
orders to a player who was also sin-binned ear-
lier in the game.

Up until that point the grudge match had
lacked fireworks, the closet to a flashpoint being
a simultaneous dressing down delivered by
Barnes to both captains for protesting against
decisions he had made.

White went over after just five minutes to
hand Exeter the perfect start and Joe Simmonds
added the extras. The hosts second try was not
pretty but the swarm of forwards that battered
away from close range eventually made their
mark as Vermeulen forced his way over.

A dramatic final 10 minutes set pulses racing
as the rivals came to blows, but Saracens did not
get on the board until a last-gasp penalty try at
least salvaged a losing bonus point.

However, the English and European champi-
ons remain rooted to the foot of the table and
left with a fight just to guarantee survival.

At the other end of the table, Exeter edged
ahead of Northampton by a point at the top of
the standings. — AFP

Exeter edge 
fiesty Saracens 
in grudge match

Blackhawks stage late rally, 
jolt Blue Jackets in shootout

COLUMBUS: Dylan Strome and Erik Gustafsson each
scored in the third period as the visiting Chicago
Blackhawks rallied from a two-goal deficit on Sunday
to record a 3-2 shootout win over the Columbus Blue
Jackets, who have earned a point in 10 straight contests.
Chicago halved its deficit on a goal from Strome at 7:33
into the third period. The Blackhawks tied the game on
their fourth power-play chance of the game, courtesy
of Gustafsson’s blast with 2:02 left in regulation. Robin
Lehner made 31 saves while captain Jonathan Toews
and Patrick Kane scored in the shootout as Chicago
won for the fourth time in five games. Columbus
thought it had won in overtime, but defenseman Zach
Werenski’s shot that was initially called a goal as time
expired was washed out following review.

PANTHERS 6, CANADIENS 5
Jonathan Huberdeau scored two goals and added

two assists to lead host Florida over Montreal in
Sunrise, Fla. Panthers captain Aleksander Barkov post-
ed two goals and one assist. Panthers second-line
winger Noel Acciari added his eighth goal in his past
six games. Panthers defenseman Mike Matheson also
scored on a shot that was nearly deflected out front by
Huberdeau for what would’ve been the first hat trick of
his career. Montreal got goals from Tomas Tatar, Jeff
Petry, Max Domi, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Shea Weber.

FLYERS 2, DUCKS 1 (OT)
Kevin Hayes scored a goal with 67 seconds remain-

ing in overtime to lift visiting Philadelphia past
Anaheim. After scoreless second and third periods,
Hayes found himself on a breakaway with a shootout
fast approaching and was able to beat Ducks goal-
tender John Gibson for his 12th goal of the season off a
long pass from Jakub Voracek. Flyers goalie Brian
Elliott made 27 saves in the victory, while Gibson made
33 saves for the Ducks.

STARS 4, COYOTES 2
Roope Hintz’s late tiebreaking goal was one of four

Dallas tallies in the third period during a come-from-
behind victory over host Arizona in Glendale. A night
after an overtime shootout win at home over Colorado,
Dallas scored the game’s final four goals Sunday for its
second straight win. Jamie Benn had a goal and an
assist, Alexander Radulov scored his 11th of the season

and Mattias Janmark scored an empty-net goal for the
Stars. Arizona, once the Pacific Division leader, has lost
three straight games in regulation for the first time this
season. Conor Garland scored a goal and assisted on
another, and Taylor Hall scored his first goal at Gila
River Arena for his new team.

DEVILS 4, SENATORS 3 (OT)
Rookie Jack Hughes scored on a breakaway 54 sec-

onds into overtime as visiting New Jersey edged
Ottawa. Kyle Palmieri’s clearing pass hit Hughes in
stride near center ice. Hughes, the top pick in the 2019
NHL Draft, easily eluded the Senators’ Jean-Gabriel
Pageau and shuffled the puck before beating Craig
Anderson for his first career NHL overtime goal. Nico
Hischier, Nikita Gusev and Miles Wood also scored for
the Devils, who have collected points in five of their last
seven games (4-2-1). Goalie Mackenzie Blackwood
made 20 saves.

BLUES 4, JETS 1
Jaden Schwartz scored twice as host St. Louis beat

Winnipeg for its eighth consecutive victory. Ryan
O’Reilly and Robert Thomas also scored, and Jordan
Binnington made 25 saves for the Blues, who are 10-1-1
against the Central Division this season. Nicholas Shore
scored, and Connor Hellebuyck stopped 24 of 27 shots
for the Jets, who have lost six of their last eight games.

ISLANDERS 3, WILD 1
Ryan Pulock and Matt Martin scored the tying and

go-ahead goals in a span of 97 seconds early in the
third period to help visiting New York snap a three-
game losing streak with a win over Minnesota in St.
Paul. Tom Kuhnhackl added an insurance goal with 2:31
left for the Islanders, who were outscored 14-9 during
their skid. Goalie Semyon Varlamov made 25 saves as
New York won in regulation for the first time since a 3-
1 victory over the Florida Panthers on Dec 12. Ryan
Donato scored in the first period for the Wild, who saw
their two-game winning streak end. Goalie Devan
Dubnyk recorded 25 saves.

BRUINS 3, SABRES 2
Jake DeBrusk scored two power-play goals over an

18-second span in the third period, and Tuukka Rask
finished with 24 saves to lead Boston past visiting

Buffalo. David Pastrnak scored his league-leading 29th
goal and also had an assist for the Bruins, who
improved their NHL-best home record to 14-1-8.
Steven Kampfer added two assists as Boston swept a
post-Christmas home-and-home with the Sabres.
Rasmus Ristolainen had a goal and an assist, and Curtis
Lazar also scored a goal for Buffalo, which lost for the
fifth time in six games. Linus Ullmark had 19 saves.

LIGHTNING 2, RED WINGS 1
Brayden Point scored a power-play goal early in the

third period and Tampa Bay posted a narrow victory
over visiting Detroit. Ondrej Palat had the other goal for
the Lightning, who have won three straight. Curtis
McElhinney made 19 saves as Tampa Bay won the first

of four meetings with Detroit this season. Robby Fabbri
scored the only goal for the reeling Red Wings, who
have lost six straight. They also dropped a one-goal
decision to Florida on Saturday. Jonathan Bernier kept
Detroit in it until the final buzzer, stopping 37 shots.

CANUCKS 5, FLAMES 2
Tyler Myers and Tanner Pearson both scored twice

and added an assist to lead visiting Vancouver to a con-
vincing win over Calgary. The Canucks increased their
winning streak to five games. Goaltender Thatcher
Demko made 23 saves, while Jake Virtanen collected
one goal and one assist for the Canucks, who moved
ahead of the Flames and into third place in the Pacific
Division standings. — Reuters

Hughes scores in overtime to lift Devils past Senators

GLENDALE: Phil Kessel #81 of the Arizona Coyotes skates with the puck during the first period of the NHL game
against the Dallas Stars at Gila River Arena in Glendale, Arizona. — AFP

LONDON: Lewis Hamilton’s absence from Britain’s
New Year’s honours list has angered his Formula One
fans and triggered fresh debate about the sport’s status
and whether the six-times world champion is sufficient-
ly appreciated at home.

The Briton this year became the second most suc-
cessful F1 driver of all time, and is poised to overtake
Germany’s seven-times champion and Ferrari great
Michael Schumacher in the record books. The 34-year-
old Mercedes driver has come from an under-privi-
leged multi-racial background to become an all-time
great but team boss Toto Wolff has long felt the Briton
deserves greater recognition from his compatriots.

December will not have made the Austrian think any
differently. World Cup-winning cricketer Ben Stokes
was 2019 BBC Sports Personality of the Year, after Tour
de France winning cyclist Geraint Thomas in 2018, and

also won the Sports Journalists’ Association Awards.
Hamilton, who won the BBC award in 2014, was

European Sportsperson of the Year — beating tennis
number one Rafael Nadal and Austrian Alpine skier
Marcel Hirscher in a vote of 27 of the continent’s news
agencies.

England’s cricketers also led the sporting honours
list, with World Cup captain Eoin Morgan made CBE
and Stokes OBE — a higher award than the MBE
Hamilton received in 2008. Double Olympic judo gold
medallist Jade Jones, now OBE, also ranks higher than
Hamilton.

Those who question Formula One’s credentials as a
sport, given the role of the car in making the star, or its
carbon footprint, might have no problem with that.

Hamilton’s Monaco residency, and his tax arrange-
ments, also crop up frequently as likely negative factors
in social media debate about him. “I fear motorsport is
regarded as a privileged sport. It may even be consid-
ered an anti-social sport by many,” commented 1996
world champion Damon Hill, who has an OBE, on
Twitter. “That said, I think they are wrong and missing
the contribution @LewisHamilton and the sport has
made for GB Plc globally over many years.”

Most of the 10 teams are based in Britain, and the
country’s race at Silverstone is the best attended of any
on the calendar, but Formula One’s audience is mainly
on pay TV.

While Britain has produced more F1 champions than

any other country, only triple title holder Jackie Stewart
has been knighted — nearly 30 years after retirement.

Stirling Moss, the nation’s only other racing knight,
had to wait until he was 70.

Hamilton’s fans can point to a lack of consistency
with Wimbledon tennis champion Andy Murray,
Olympic athlete Mo Farah, Tour de France winner
Bradley Wiggins and cricketer Alastair Cook all knight-
ed while still active. Hamilton may be less concerned,
however. “I don’t really like to think too much about it,”
he said in November. “Just the fact that people have
mentioned it, it’s already an honour, but it’s not been
something that I’ve been chasing in my life.” — Reuters

Six world titles 
but domestic 
honours elusive 
for Hamilton
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NEW DELHI:  India will participate in the 2022 Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham reversing earlier plans to boycott the event over the absence
of shooting as a medal sport, the country’s Olympic association and the
Games organisers announced yesterday.

The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) had threatened to boycott the
Games after shooting — which supplied 16 of their 66 medals at the 2018
Gold Coast Games — was dropped from the Birmingham programme as it
is an optional sport for host cities.

India finished third in last year’s medals table but in the absence of
shooting, they could slip to anywhere between fifth and eighth place in
2022, according to IOA estimates. Commonwealth Games Federation
(CGF) president Louise Martin and chief executive David Grevemberg
met IOA officials in New Delhi last month and returned home convinced
India would not take such a drastic step.

The IOA, after its annual general meeting, not only confirmed India’s
Birmingham participation but also revealed plans to bid for the 2026 or
the 2030 edition of the Games. “The house together reviewed and decid-
ed on governance matters and other agendas, including the decision to
participate in the #Birmingham2022 #CommonwealthGames,” the IOA
tweeted.

“In the AGM, the house also decided on India’s bid to host the
2026/2030 #CommonwealthGames and reviewed the progress in India’s
offer to host the 2023 IOC Session,” it said in another tweet.

India hosted the Commonwealth Games in 2010. Martin welcomed the
development, which would be a big relief for the CGF. “The CGF and the
entire Commonwealth Sport Movement are delighted India has confirmed
their intent to participate at the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth
Games...” she said in a statement.

“Following a useful and constructive CGF visit to India in November,
we felt confident and reassured that the athletes and sports community of
India places huge value and importance on the Commonwealth Games.

“Finally, we are delighted that India have expressed an ambition to host
another Commonwealth Games in the future.”  — Reuters

MELBOURNE: Australia’s Nathan Lyon yester-
day shot down a suggestion from Shane Warne
that he take a rest for the Sydney Test against
New Zealand this week so leg-spinner Mitchell
Swepson can make his debut.

Tim Paine’s team have already won the
three-match series against the Black Caps after
crushing them by 247 runs in Melbourne on
Sunday, following their comprehensive win in
Perth. Cricket great Warne has championed
Swepson and over the weekend flagged the
idea of axing Lyon if selectors opt for one spin-
ner in Sydney.

“Just giving Mitchell Swepson a taste of it,
giving him a chance, I reckon it will pay divi-
dends in the long run,” Warne said. But Lyon,
who took four wickets on Sunday to wrap up
late New Zealand second innings resistance,
said there was no way he would be standing
aside. “Did Warnie ever want a rest and give
Stuart MacGill a go?” he asked, noting the lack
of opportunity given to Warne’s leg-spin rival
at the height of their careers.

“I won’t be resting. I haven’t met any
Australian cricketers that would like to be rest-
ed. “It’s that hard playing Test cricket, but it’s
that rewarding as well so every opportunity
you get to play cricket for Australia it means the
world to us.

“So I can’t imagine Mitch Starc, Pat
(Cummins) or Patto (James Pattinson) putting
his hand up to say I need a rest.” Queensland’s
Swepson has been added to Australia’s squad

for Sydney, where conditions often assist slow
bowlers, and was taking tips from Warne in
Melbourne.

There is a chance that Australia will play
two specialist spinners in the third Test, with
the call to be made after Paine and selectors
look at the pitch. Swepson, who has taken 12
wickets from six Sheffield Shield games at
26.58, was a member of Australia’s Test squad
for tours of India and Bangladesh in 2017 but
has yet to make his debut. Lyon said if both of
them played, he would be more than happy.
“Mitch has been bowling brill iantly for
Queensland,” he said. “He’s a great fella to
start off with, but he gives it a rip and that’s
what I really love to see.— AFP
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