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 He said the panel will invite the family of the 

deceased or their lawyer to listen to their account of 
the case and will also demand a copy of the investiga-
tion carried out by an independent committee set up by 
the interior minister. Dallal added that the committee 
will investigate the procedures adopted during the 
arrest, detention and interrogation of Dhafiri to see if 
they were in line with the Kuwaiti constitution and 
human rights. 

Opposition MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri yesterday sub-
mitted a draft law proposing amendments to the public 
funds protection law and the Assembly’s internal char-

ter. The amendments call for clearly stating in the 
Assembly’s internal charter the duties of the 
Assembly’s public funds protection committee and also 
amend the functions of the public funds protection law 
issued in 1993. 

It states that part of the duties of the committee is to 
study a report presented by the Audit Bureau to the 
Assembly about Kuwait’s public investments. The annu-
al report normally includes financial violations and 
comments and follows up the government’s implemen-
tation of the recommendations made by the bureau. 
The amendment requires all bodies that invest more 
than KD 100,000 in public funds inside or outside the 
country to submit a report within three months after 
the fiscal year ends to the concerned ministers, who in 
turn will send these reports to the Audit Bureau. 

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani sent a letter yesterday to 
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem call-
ing to send the case of a former lawmaker who admit-
ted receiving money from the government to the anti-
corruption authority for investigations.
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 the technology “based on credible intelligence 

inputs about possible disruptions”. 
“Delhi Police assures that best industry standard 

checks and balances against any potential misuse of 
data are in place. Racial or religious profiling is never a 
relevant parameter while building these datasets,” the 
spokesman was cited as saying. Worldwide, the rise of 
cloud computing and artificial intelligence technologies 
have popularized the use of facial recognition for a 
range of applications from tracking criminals to catch-
ing truant students. 

In India, facial recognition technology was installed 
in several airports this year, and the government plans 
to roll out a nationwide system, likely to be the world’s 
biggest, to stop criminals and find missing children. Use 
of the technology at the political rally comes amidst 

nationwide protests against a new citizenship law, in 
which at least 25 people have been killed. 

Pictures of police holding video cameras at some 
protests have sparked concerns that images of pro-
testers are being added to the facial recognition 
database. Indian authorities have said the technology 
is needed to bolster a severely under-policed coun-
try. But “its use has strayed from finding missing chil-
dren to being deployed in peaceful public gather-
ings” with a complete lack of any oversight or 
accountability, said Gupta. 

India’s Supreme Court, in a landmark ruling in 2017 
on the national biometric identity card program 
Aadhaar, said individual privacy is a fundamental 
right. Yet the ruling has not checked the rollout of 
facial recognition technology, Gupta said. Technology 
site Comparitech ranked Delhi among the world’s 
most surveilled cities in a report this year. The 
Personal Data Protection Bill, introduced in parlia-
ment this month, empowers the government to ask a 
company to provide anonymized personal data and 
other non-personal data, for delivering welfare serv-
ices and for policies. — Reuters 
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The office of Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, who is 

highly revered by Iraq’s Shiite majority, denounced the 
attacks. “The authorities must prevent Iraq being used 
as a place for the settling of accounts,” it said in refer-
ence to growing tensions between the United States 
and Iran. These tensions have soared since Washington 
pulled out of a multilateral nuclear agreement with 
Tehran last year and imposed crippling sanctions. Iraqi 
leaders fear their country could become a battleground 
between Tehran and Washington, in a context where 
they are also grappling with huge street protests 
against corruption and Iran’s political influence. 

The protest movement forced prime minister Abdel 
Mahdi to resign last month and it has rejected Iran’s 
favored successor - a position shared by President 
Barham Saleh. Yesterday, demonstrators in the Shiite-
dominated southern cities of Basra and Najaf torched 
US flags and chanted anti-American slogans, with simi-
lar scenes reported in Kirkuk north of Baghdad. US 
sources say pro-Iran armed factions now pose a 
greater threat than the Islamic State group, whose rise 

saw the US freshly deploy troops on Iraqi soil. 
But significant elements of the Iraqi political class 

view the 5,200 US troops in the country as a “threat”, 
with Sunday night’s strikes reviving calls for them to 
leave the country. Abdel Mahdi’s military spokesman 
decried “a violation of Iraqi sovereignty”, while the 
Hezbollah brigades are demanding the “withdrawal of 
the American enemy”. Lebanese Shiite movement 
Hezbollah - which is separate from the targeted faction 
- called the attacks a “flagrant violation of Iraq’s sover-
eignty and security” and noted that Hashed had been a 
key player in the battle against IS. 

Another powerful pro-Iran group, Assaib Ahl al-Haq 
- whose leaders were recently hit with US sanctions - 
also called for Americans to withdraw from Iraq. “The 
American military presence has become a burden for 
the Iraqi state and a source of threat against our forces. 
It is therefore imperative for all of us to do everything 
to expel them by all legitimate means,” it said. 

Parliament’s deputy speaker, part of influential Shiite 
cleric Moqtada Sadr’s bloc, called on the Iraqi state to 
“take all necessary measures” in the face of the US 
attacks. The Badr organisation, another key pro-Iran 
group, took a similar line. Several lawmakers have casti-
gated afresh an agreement permitting American sol-
diers to deploy in the country, arguing the strikes 
amount to a violation that renders the pact obsolete. 
Since Oct 28, at least 11 attacks have targeted Iraqi mil-
itary bases where US soldiers or diplomats are 
deployed. — AFP 

US air strikes  
in Iraq kill 25...

A photograph taken at sunset on Sunday shows Mont Saint-Michel in northwestern France. — AFP 

LONDON: Teenage climate change activist 
Greta Thunberg said yesterday that talking 
to US President Donald Trump at a United 
Nations summit on global warming would 
have been a waste of time since he would 
not have paid any attention. In an interview 
with BBC radio’s Today program, for which 
she was the guest editor yesterday, Greta 
also said she regarded personal attacks on 
her as funny and that she hoped to go back 
to having a normal life. 

A video of the 16-year-old Swedish 
campaigner giving Trump what media 
described as a “death stare” at a UN cli-
mate summit in New York in September 
went viral on social media. Trump has ques-
tioned climate science and is pulling the 
United States out of the 2015 Paris 
Agreement on global warming. Asked what 
she would have said to the president if they 
had spoken, Greta said: “Honestly, I don’t 
think I would have said anything because 
obviously he’s not listening to scientists and 
experts, so why would he listen to me? So I 

probably wouldn’t have said anything, I 
wouldn’t have wasted my time.” 

This month Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro called Greta “a brat”. Trump has 
said on Twitter she needs to work on her 
anger management problem. “Those attacks 
are just funny because they obviously don’t 
mean anything,” she said. “I guess of course 
it means something - they are terrified of 
young people bringing change which they 
don’t want - but that is just proof that we are 
actually doing something and that they see 

us as some kind of threat.” Greta came to 
world attention when she began a grassroots 
campaign aged 15 by skipping school every 
Friday to demonstrate outside the Swedish 
parliament. The protests have inspired mil-
lions of young people to take action against 
climate change. 

Greta, who was named Time Magazine’s 
Person of the Year for 2019, said becoming 
an activist had helped rescue her from the 
depression she had previously been suffer-
ing. She also spoke in yesterday’s BBC pro-
gram with veteran British broadcaster David 
Attenborough, telling him how his nature 
documentaries had inspired her. “You have 
aroused the world,” the 93-year-old 
Attenborough told Thunberg in reply, adding 
that she had achieved things “that many of us 
who have been working on the issue for 20 
years have failed to do”. 

Her father Svante Thunberg, also inter-
viewed for the BBC program, said she had 
dealt very well with “the fake news, all the 
things that people try to fabricate about her, 

the hate that that generates” while in the 
global media limelight. “Quite frankly, I don’t 
know how she does it, but she laughs most of 
the time. She finds it hilarious,” he said. 

The teenager rejoined activists outside 
the Swedish parliament this month after four 
months of overseas trips to attend climate 
conferences in New York and Madrid. “I 
hope I won’t have to sit outside the Swedish 
parliament for long. I hope I don’t have to be 
a climate activist anymore,” she said yester-
day, adding she was looking forward to 
returning to school in August. “I just want to 
be just as everyone else. I want to educate 
myself and be just like a normal teenager.”  

Meanwhile, Greta’s father Svante 
Thunberg thinks his daughter is happier 
being an activist but admitted in an interview 
he at first had reservations about her taking 
up the struggle. The 50-year-old actor-
turned-producer told the BBC he and 
Greta’s mother - opera singer Malena 
Ernman - originally objected to their daugh-
ter’s decision to become a climate activist. 

“Obviously we thought it was a bad idea, 
putting herself out there with all the hate on 
social media,” he said. 

Instantly recognizable with long braids 
and impish looks, Greta has become the face 
of youth concerns over climate change, 
inspiring millions and being invited to 
address the United Nations climate summit. 
Greta’s family realized just how much the 
existential threat of climate change weighed 
on her when she became depressed at age 
11. She stopped eating, started missing 
school and even stopped talking. 

Despite his initial apprehension Svante 
Thunberg - who has accompanied Greta on 
two sail trips over the Atlantic - also said he 
thought it was clear his daughter was much 
happier since taking up activism. “She changed 
and she could do things that she could never 
have done before,” he said. Diagnosed with 
Asperger’s syndrome, Greta used to be able to 
eat only in her own home and “didn’t speak to 
a single person”. She is now “an ordinary 
child”, her father added. — Agencies 

I wouldn’t have wasted my  
time on Trump, says Greta 

Thunberg’s father says activism makes her happy

Greta Thunberg

NEW DELHI: Dense fog and hazardous air pollution 
blanketed northern India and disrupted hundreds of 
flights yesterday, as harsh winter weather sent temper-
atures plunging to near-record lows. New Delhi and 
surrounding parts of the country are regularly shroud-
ed by haze that hits each winter due to build-up of 
vehicle fumes, industrial emissions and smoke from 
agricultural fires. 

But thick cloud cover caused by the current cold 
snap has reduced visibility even further, with authori-
ties blaming the weather for delaying more than 500 
flights at the capital’s airport. Six people were killed in 
the nearby city of Noida when their car veered off the 
road in the fog and crashed into a canal.  

India’s weather bureau said Delhi was on course to 
record its coldest December day since 1901, with a 
minimum temperature of 2.6 degrees Celsius early yes-
terday. In the northeastern state of Assam, zoo authori-
ties put heaters in enclosures to protect tigers from the 

bracing conditions.  “The animals are not used to this 
and we are taking special measures to keep the animals, 
particularly the old ones, warm,” Tejas Mariswamy of 
Assam zoo said. — AFP 

Hundreds of flights  
delayed as fog  
engulfs north India 

AMRITSAR: People do exercise amid dense fog at a 
garden yesterday. — AFP 


