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This picture shows thousands of lanterns lit inside the Olympic Stadium in Amsterdam during the fourth edition of the lantern campaign by Dutch KWF Fight against cancer on Sunday. — AFP  

Amistaken verdict or a legitimate cri-
tique? A French court will rule today
if the authoritative Michelin restaurant

guide must hand over its secret reasonings
for stripping a chef of his third Michelin star,
just a year after the coveted award was won.
Marc Veyrat launched the unprecedented
lawsuit after his Maison des Bois restaurant
in the French Alps lost the third star - the top
ranking - in January 2019.

It was a shock demotion after Veyrat’s
remarkable comeback, nine years after he
was forced to stop cooking because of a ski-
ing accident, and three years after his restau-
rant was destroyed in a fire. The showman
chef, known for his ubiquitous black
Savoyard hat as much as his “botanical” cre-
ations from local herbs and produce, claimed
“incompetent” inspectors were out to get
him - not least by claiming his use of English
Cheddar cheese in a souffle.

At a stormy meeting in March with the
guidebook’s new director Gwendal
Poullennec, named just a few months before
the 2019 listings, the chef was told a scallop’s
texture was “cottony” - Veyrat says it was in
fact a dish of local fish. “I have a lot of
respect for Michelin in France... but they

made a mistake in my case, and they need to
recognize it,” Veyrat told AFP recently.

After failing to be removed from the
guides for good, he wants to see Michelin
forced to reveal the proof that inspectors ate
at his restaurant and the written notes of
their tastings. Veyrat, 69, also wants a sym-
bolic one euro ($1.12) in damages for a
depression that followed the verdict. If
Veyrat wins the case, and forces Michelin to
hand over its judging notes, it could upend
the world of fine dining, potentially setting a
precedent for other disgruntled chefs. “I
really don’t need them,” Veyrat said, saying
business is up seven percent over the past
year. “Even between Christmas and New
Year’s Day, we’re fully booked. We’ve never
been this busy,” he added. “At this rate, I
wish they’d take away all my stars!”

‘Narcissistic diva’ 
Michelin’s lawyers have denounced the

lawsuit as an abuse of the legal system by a
“narcissistic diva” and are demanding
30,000 euros in damages and compensation.
“It’s a question of respecting the freedom of
criticism and opinion in our country,”
Michelin’s lawyer Richard Malka told AFP

last week. “This freedom cannot disappear
just because of the susceptibility of some
public figure or another who can legitimately
be criticized,” he said. At a November court
hearing, Malka argued that Michelin guides
are for clients, “and are not owned by chefs.”

If the judges rule in Veyrat’s favor, he said,
“which critic - food, literary, cinema or other
- will still dare to write without seeing his
hand tremble?” That claim was rejected by
Veyrat’s lawyer Emmanuel Ravanas, who said
the chef has long since grown accustomed to
being judged severely over his pricey cre-
ations. “We’re not here to forbid criticism, we
want to check that criteria exist and that they
have been applied correctly,” he told the
court. “You don’t have the right to write what
ever you want using the excuse of freedom
of expression,” he said.

The self-taught Veyrat has spent most of
his life cooking in his home village of
Manigod 1,600 m up the Alps near Annecy.
Just days before the November hearing,
Veyrat was named one of the 10 immortals of
haute cuisine by the rival French Gault &
Millau guide, alongside legends like Alain
Ducasse and Guy Savoy. — AFP 

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” stayed on a
strong glide path in North American theaters,
taking in an estimated $73.6 million for the

three-day weekend, industry watcher Exhibitor
Relations reported Sunday. The Disney film, marketed
as a grand finale of the nine-film “Skywalker Saga,”
has had mixed reviews and was down considerably
from last weekend’s lofty $177.4 million opening.

But it has compiled a strong domestic total of
$364.5 million. It again maintained a big lead over the
No. 2 film, Sony’s “Jumanji: The Next Level,” an action
sequel starring Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson and
Kevin Hart, which had $34.4 million in North American
ticket sales for the Friday-through-Sunday period. In
third for the second straight week was Disney’s
“Frozen II,” at $17 million. The animated musical film
has Broadway star Idina Menzel voicing Queen Elsa in
her latest adventures.

Louisa May Alcott’s classic novel “Little Women”

has been brought to the screen many times - no fewer
than seven, by Variety’s count-but the new version
from director Greta Gerwig has drawn strong reviews
and netted $16.2 million to place fourth in its debut
this weekend. The film stars Saoirse Ronan, Florence
Pugh, Timothee Chalamet, Emma Watson and Laura
Dern, in the story of the joys and struggles of four sis-
ters during the US Civil War.

In fifth was new Fox/Disney release “Spies in
Disguise,” at $13.4 million. The animated children’s film
features the voices of Will Smith and Tom Holland.
Rounding out the top 10 were:

•  “Knives Out” ($9.9 million)
•  “Uncut Gems” ($9.4 million)
•  “Bombshell” ($4.8 million)
•  “Cats” ($4.8 million)
•  “Richard Jewell” ($3 million) — AFP In this photo taken on Dec 18, 2019 British actors Daisy Ridley and John Boyega pose on the red carpet upon

arrival for the European film premiere of Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker in London. — AFP 

In this file photo taken on Feb 05, 2018, French chef Marc Veyrat holds a Michelin guide
after being awarded the maximum three Michelin stars, during the Michelin guide award
ceremony at La Seine Musicale in Boulogne-Billancourt near Paris. -— AFP 


