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Cyprus court 
finds British 
teen guilty of 
false rape claim
PARALIMNI, Cyprus: A court in Cyprus
yesterday found a British teenager guilty
of falsely claiming she was gang-raped
by a group of Israeli tourists in a case
that prompted allegations of police mis-
treatment. The 19-year-old was convict-
ed of “public mischief”, which carries a
sentence of up to one year in prison and
a fine of around 1,700 euros. Sentencing
was adjourned until January 7.

The defendant, who pleaded not
guilty, alleged that 12 Israelis raped her
on July 17 at a hotel in Ayia Napa. But
the Israelis, aged 15 to 18, were released
without charge the same month after the
woman was arrested on suspicion of
“making a false statement about an
imaginary crime”. “The statements you
have given were false,” the judge told the
woman at the Famagusta District Court
in Paralimni in southeast Cyprus in
remarks translated by an interpreter.

She appeared frustrated by the delay
to the sentencing, telling her lawyer: “He
already made his decision! I thought we
were asking for a fine.”

‘Many violations’ 
The defense said it would lodge an

appeal with the Supreme Court. “We
believe there have been many violations
in the procedure and the rights of fair
trial have been violated,” the woman’s
lawyer, Nicoletta Charalambidou, said.
Rights groups argued the teenager has
suffered humiliation and been mistreat-
ed by the police and media.

They have called for an investigation
into police handling of the case and crit-
icized the way rape cases and victims
are treated in Cyprus. More than a
dozen women from an association for
the protection of women attended court
wearing white scarves with an image of
lips sewn shut printed on them.

As the defendant was led from the
court with her face blindfolded to shield
her identity 20 protesters chanted: “We
are with you” and “We believe you”.
“The way the case of this young lady
was handled by the police and Cyprus
government was wrong,” said one of the
demonstrators, Maria Mappouridou.

Another protester, Helena Gonata,
said “everyone will find a reason not to
believe her. That’s the case with rape-no
one will believe you.”  “We’re trying to
encourage women to talk. Many women
are afraid to come forward.” The
woman’s lawyers had claimed she was
pressured into signing a retraction writ-
ten by a detective. But the judge said
during the trial that police had acted

properly at all times, with no pressure
exerted to change the woman’s mind
about her initial rape claim.

The defendant had said police were
“hostile and negative” and asked her
to sign a statement she had not seen.
British legal aid group Justice Abroad,
which is supporting the woman, said
the defence would take the case to the
European Court of Human Rights if

necessary.
“Despite the setback today, the

teenager who has spent over a month in
prison and six months where she has
been unable to leave Cyprus is deter-
mined for justice to be done in her case
as well as to help change the culture
towards victims of sexual offences in
Cyprus,” Justice Abroad’s Michael Polak
said in a statement. —AFP

Death toll in 
Somalia 
bombing 
climbs to 81
MOGADISHU:  The death toll from a
massive car bomb in the Somali capital
has risen to 81, a government spokesman
said yesterday, as rescue workers pur-
sued their search for the missing.

The bombing Saturday at a busy
intersection in Mogadishu was the coun-
try’s deadliest attack in two years. No
one has claimed responsibility, though
President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed
blamed Islamist group Al-Shabaab,
which has regularly carried out car
bombings and other attacks as part of its
decade-long bid to topple the interna-
tionally-backed government.

“The overall number of the dead
stands at 81 currently. Two more people
died from their injuries,” Ismail Muktar, a
spokesman for Somalia’s information

ministry, told AFP yesterday. One of the
new fatalities was among the injured
who had been evacuated to Turkey via a
Turkish military plane on Sunday,
Muktar said.  Muktar said the death toll
could climb further as rescue operations
entered a third day.  Around two dozen
people were listed as missing after the
attack, but 12 have been located-five of
them dead-and the rest remain unac-
counted for, he said.  

Some 125 people were injured in
Saturday’s blast, a caseload that has over-
whelmed health facilities in Mogadishu.
At least 16 of those killed were students
from the capital’s private Banadir
University, who had been travelling on a
bus when the car bomb detonated. 

The attack was the biggest to hit
Somalia since a truck exploded in 2017
near a fuel tanker in Mogadishu, creating
a fireball that killed over 500 people.
Al-Shabaab was blamed for that strike
too, though it never formally claimed
responsibility-as it often does not do
when there is a large amount of civilian
casualties. The United States military
said Sunday it had killed four “terrorists”
in three airstrikes targeting Al-Shabaab.
US Africa Command (AFRICOM) said

two militants were killed and two vehi-
cles destroyed in Qunyo Barrow, while
two more militants were killed in
Caliyoow Barrow. 

The US regularly carries out airstrikes

in Somalia, though the frequency of such
operations has risen sharply this year.  In
an April statement AFRICOM said it had
killed more than 800 people in 110 strikes
in Somalia since April 2017. —AFP

Sudan sentences 
to death 27 
agents for 
killing protester
OMDURMAN, Sudan: A Sudanese court yesterday
sentenced 27 intelligence agents to death for tor-
turing and killing a protester early this year, an AFP
correspondent said. It is the first time members of
the security forces have been condemned to death
in relation to the killing of protesters whose move-
ment toppled veteran autocrat Omar Al-Bashir.

The defendants were found guilty of torturing to
death Ahmed Al-Kheir Awadh at an intelligence
services facility and sentenced to be hanged, judge
Sadok Albdelrahman said. The teacher was beaten
and tortured to death after he was arrested in late
January by intelligence operatives in Kassala state
in eastern Sudan, the judge said. Dozens of protest-
ers from the capital’s teachers’ association gathered
in front of the court in Khartoum’s twin city of
Omdurman, carrying pictures of Awadh.

Defense lawyers have two weeks to lodge an
appeal against the death sentences. Sudanese first
took to the streets just over a year ago, to protest
against high bread prices, but the demonstrations
soon turned into demands for Bashir to step down.
The president was deposed in April by the military,
but huge protests continued, culminating in a com-
promise that saw a joint military-civilian transitional
council formed in August.

At least 177 people were killed in repression of
the months-long protests, according to rights
group Amnesty International, while a doctors’
committee close to the protest movement put the
toll at over 250. Many of those killed were the
victims of a June 3 massacre outside army head-
quarters in Khartoum, perpetrated by men in mili-
tary fatigues. —AFP  

ISTANBUL: Turkish police detained 94 people sus-
pected of ties to Islamic State in nationwide raids yes-
terday ahead of New Year celebrations, police and
state media said, two months after the group’s leader
Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi was killed.

Police have rounded up jihadist militants in late
December in the last two years, since New Year’s Day
in 2017 when a gunman ki l led 39 people in an
Istanbul nightclub in an attack claimed by the militant
group. Counter-terror police carried out the opera-
tions in the central provinces of Ankara, Kayseri and
Adana, and Batman in the southeast, state-owned
Anadolu news agency reported. Istanbul police said it
also made arrests.

At 5 am (0200 GMT) in Batman, some 400 police
officers detained 22 people in simultaneous raids on
various addresses, seizing weapons, ammunition and
documents, Anadolu said. It said 30 Iraqis, two Syrians
and one Moroccan were detained in Ankara. Nine Iraqi
citizens who had operated in Syria and Iraq were
detained in Kayseri, while four Syrian and two Iraqi cit-
izens were detained in Adana, it added.

Istanbul police said 20 Turks and four foreign
nationals were captured in separate raids aimed to pre-
vent potential attacks by the group ahead of New
Year’s. US President Donald Trump announced on Oct.
27 that Islamic State leader Baghdadi had been killed in
a raid by US special forces in northwest Syria, near the
Turkish border. Two days later, Turkish police detained
dozens of Islamic State suspects believed to have been
plotting attacks targeting celebrations of Turkey’s
Republic Day celebrations.

The government has said it will have repatriated
most of its Islamic State detainees to their home
countries by the end of the year. Ankara had accused
its European allies of being too slow to take back their

citizens who travelled to the Middle East to join
Islamic State.

Turkey’s NATO allies have been worried that its
October offensive into northeastern Syria against the
Kurdish YPG militia could lead to Islamic State sus-
pects and their families escaping from the prisons and
camps run by the YPG. 

Turkey’s main opposition party said yesterday it
opposes a bill to allow a troop deployment to Libya,
arguing such a move would exacerbate the country’s
conflict and cause it to spread across the region.

Last week, President Tayyip Erdogan said his gov-
ernment would seek parliamentary consent to deploy
troops to Libya after Fayez Al-Serraj’s Government of
National Accord (GNA) requested support. The GNA
is fending off an offensive by Khalifa Haftar’s forces in
the east of the North African country.

Speaking after talks with Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu on the bill, Unal Cevikoz, deputy chairman
for the Republican People’s Party (CHP), said his party
opposed such a move.

“We believe diplomacy should be prioritized, rather
than being a party to a proxy war. What is being done
is making preparations to worsen the current situa-
tion, and we conveyed to the minister that this is not
right,” Cevikoz said. “Sending troops there in this case
will expand the effects of the conflicts in the region
and cause them to spread... We view the bill negative-
ly,” he added.

The CHP has previously supported parliamentary
bills to send troops into northern Syria, where Turkey
has carried out three cross-border operations in three
years. However, it has said it did not approve of Turkish
military actions beyond its frontier. Cavusoglu subse-
quently met the opposition Iyi Party leader to discuss
the troop deployment bill. Erdogan has said the bill will

be presented to parliament in early January. Last
month, Turkey signed two separate accords with the
GNA, one on security and military cooperation and
another on maritime boundaries in the eastern
Mediterranean. Ankara has also sent military supplies
to the GNA despite a United Nations embargo,

according to a UN report seen by Reuters last month.
Haftar’s forces have received support from Russia,

Egypt, the United Arab Emirates and Jordan.
Erdogan has called Haftar i l legitimate and said
Ankara would continue to support the GNA in any
way it can. —Reuters
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ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) welcomes Moldovan President Igor Dodon at the
Presidential Complex in Ankara, Turkey yesterday. —AFP

PARALIMNI: A British teenager (center) accused of falsely claiming she was raped
by Israeli tourists, covers her face as she arrives for her trial at the Famagusta
District Court in Paralimni in eastern Cyprus, yesterday. The Briton who had alleged
12 Israeli tourists gang raped her on July 17, at a hotel in the eastern resort of Ayia
Napa, has been found guilty of lying by a Cypriot court in Paralimni, her sentencing
adjourned until January 7.  —AFP

MOGADISHU: Nurses help a wounded child, that was wounded in the December 28,
2019 car bomb explosion in Mogadishu, before being evacuated to Turkey for medical
treatment, at the Adan Adde international airport in Mogadishu on Sunday. —AFP

France, Egypt 
urge ‘restraint’ 
to avoid Libya 
escalation
PARIS:  France and Egypt called yesterday for the “greatest
restraint” by Libyan and international authorities to avoid

escalating the conflict in Libya, a statement from President
Emmanuel Macron’s office said.

Macron held talks late Sunday with his Egyptian coun-
terpart Abdel Fattah al-Sisi when both agreed that warring
Libyan powers need to negotiate a political solution under
UN auspices.

The statement comes after Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan expressed readiness this month to send
troops to Libya if requested by the country’s Government of
National Accord (GNA). The GNA is backed by the UN, but
the addition of Turkish troops could further inflame tensions
in a country torn by the devastating campaign of strongman
Khalifa Haftar and his self-styled Libyan National Army.

More than 140,000 Libyans have fled their homes since
April when Haftar’s forces launched an assault on Tripoli. 

UN-sponsored talks on the conflict are set for January in
Berlin to try to end the fighting, sparked by the NATO-
backed uprising that toppled dictator Muammar Gaddafi in
2011. Neighboring countries like Egypt have been on high
alert since then, not least against the potential for rival
regional powers to exploit the turmoil. Macron and Sisi also
criticized a recent deal between Turkey and Libya over mar-
itime boundaries in the eastern Mediterranean, calling it
“against the rules of maritime law”. Critics say the deal, part
of a security and military cooperation accord with the GNA,
would greatly extend Ankara’s territorial claims. —AFP Israel deducts 

more Palestinian 
money over 
prisoner pay
JERUSALEM: Israel said Sunday it would withhold mil-
lions more dollars worth of tax money it collects on
behalf of the Palestinian Authority, saying the amount
equals payment made to families of Palestinian attackers.

Palestinian official media denounced the move as a
“new theft,” but the Israeli defence ministry called it a
“freeze”. “The security cabinet voted in favor of
Defence Minister Naftali Bennett’s request to freeze
150 million shekels in taxes paid to the Palestinian
Authority (PA) (around $43 million),” the defense min-
istry said in a statement. Israel collects around $190
million a month in customs duties levied on goods des-
tined for Palestinian markets that transit through Israeli
ports, and then it transfers the money to the PA.

In February, Israel began withholding around $10
million a month, saying the amount corresponded to
that which the PA paid to families of Palestinians jailed
for attacks against Israelis. Sunday’s move will also
include the families of Palestinians killed during anti-
Israeli attacks. Israel says payments to those who have
carried out attacks against Israelis create financial
incentives to encourage further violence.—AFP


