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KUWAIT: A number of lawmakers intend
to file a proposal in January to grant citi-
zenship to 4,000 bedoons (stateless) in
2020, parliamentary sources said, noting
that several lawmakers are currently
preparing separate proposals to be consec-
utively filed for the same purpose - to start
with at least 2,000 bedoons and exclude
other non-Kuwaitis, even children of
Kuwaiti women. 

The sources added that all the propos-
als would be referred to the parliamentary
defense and interior committee to be dis-
cussed with the government and merged
into one proposal to be submitted to the
parliament and passed by May. “The gov-
ernment may insist on its previous
demand and request nationalizing a maxi-
mum of 4,000 including bedoons and oth-
ers, and also insist on rejecting the term ‘at
least 4,000,’” the sources explained, not-
ing that a number of lawmakers are cur-
rently preparing to deal with the govern-
ment’s repeated rejection and suggest
nationalizing at least 2,000 bedoons for the
time being, excluding all other non-
Kuwaitis. The sources also pointed out that
the parliamentary bloc believes that the
government should take the issue more
seriously to resolve the issue of bedoons -
whose population in Kuwait exceeds
150,000 people - instead of granting citi-
zenship to Kuwaiti women’s children or
others for services and then brag about
granting citizenship to 4,000 people. 

Meanwhile, the sources said the govern-
ment will soon approve a proposal to estab-
lish a special authority presided by the inte-
rior minister to investigate citizenship-relat-
ed matters, including forgery. Furthermore,
the source said that once established, the
new authority will start investigating claims
that 300,000 Kuwaitis have other nationali-
ties and that they managed to get Kuwaiti
citizenship either by forgery or submitting
false identification data. “The authority will

also investigate the validity of granting citi-
zenship to non-Kuwaiti women married to
citizens despite the fact that they have no
Kuwaiti children or have not been married
for the minimum period specified by the
law,” the sources elaborated. 

Human trafficking
Minister of Justice and Minister of

Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and chairman of
the national anti-trafficking committee Fahd
Al-Afasi said that in its fourth meeting, the
committee reviewed various efforts to fight

exploitation and human trafficking, as well
as steps to be taken in such cases. Afasi
added that the six-point policy, which fully
respects related international regulations
and standards, starts with identifying
potential victims, investigations, litigation,
providing victims with aid and protection
and enabling them to return to their home
countries. Further, Afasi said the committee
has designed its logo and named one of its
members - minister plenipotentiary and

assistant foreign minister for human rights
Talal Khaled Al-Mutairi as its official
spokesperson. 

MoE vacancies
The Ministry of Education (MoE) has

decided to start interviewing candidates
to appoint educational affairs managers in
the three educational stages in various
educational zones next week. The ministry
also intends to announce all vacancies in
central administrations and educational
areas soon, as Minister Saud Al-Harbi

insists on filling all leading positions
according to regulations. In another educa-
tional concern, educational sources said
MoE has completed linking its electronic
systems with those of Arabic private
schools, so that the certificates issued by
those schools can only be issued through
MoE’s unified system. 

The sources added that foreign private
schools were excluded due to their differ-
ent timings, grading system and the lan-
guage used. However, MoE’s IT department
gave those school access to the system so

that they can input their students’ data,
excluding their academic results, to build a
unified database of all students in Kuwait,
the sources concluded. 

Bridge open
The Public Authority for Roads and

Transport (PART) will open the Sabah Al-
Salem area bridge at the intersection of the
area’s road number 5 with Al-Ghouss Street
today. The 570-m-long bridge with three
lanes on each side is part of construction

works of contract number HT/264 to con-
struct, execute and maintain Al-Ghouss
Street from Sabah Al-Salem to the Seventh
Ring Road. 

Subsidized fodder
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry

(MoCI) announced seizing 740 sacks of
subsidized animal fodder offered for illegal
sale, adding the three people caught selling
the fodder were arrested and referred to
relevant authorities. 
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KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs Dr
Ghadeer Aseeri said yesterday that
grilling is a right guaranteed by the con-
stitution to all National Assembly MPs.
Minister Aseeri confirmed her commit-
ment to the articles of the Kuwaiti
Constitution and by-laws of the National
Assembly. “I am committed to the arti-
cles of the constitution and the internal
regulations of the National Assembly
and to the oath I performed before His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, parliament
and Kuwaiti people,” Aseeri said in a
statement after the weekly cabinet
meeting. Aseeri stressed she will com-
plete work and reform process in the
Ministry of Social Affairs and its govern-
ment agencies. MP Dr Adel Al-Damkhi
on Sunday submitted to Acting National
Assembly Speaker Essa Al-Kandari a
motion to grill Minister of Social Affairs

Dr Aseeri of a single topic, charging Dr
Aseeri with disrupting cooperation
among authorities and dishonoring her
oath. The motion is set to be included in
agenda of the parliamentary session on
January 7, 2020. — KUNA
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AMMAN: The Palestine Committee in
the Jordanian Parl iament praised
Kuwait ’s stances towards the
Palestinian cause, as committee mem-
bers expressed thanks and apprecia-
tion for Kuwait efforts in this regard.
This came during a recent meeting
between Kuwait ’s Ambassador to
Jordan and its non-resident
Ambassador to Palestine Aziz Al-
Daihani with members of the Palestine
Committee in the Jordanian Parliament.
Chairman of Palestine Committee of the
Jordanian Parliament Yahya Al-Saud
said during the meeting members of
the committee praised Kuwait efforts
especially during its non-permanent
membership in the Security Council,
which lasted for two years. Saud also
expressed hope that the Arab countries
would follow Kuwait steps by launch-
ing a diplomatic mission in Palestine,
which wil l  strengthen stand of
Palestinian people.

In the meantime, Ambassador Daihani
expressed in a statement after the meet-
ing his pride in Kuwait’s stances in inter-
national and regional forums regarding

the Palestinian issue. Kuwait has a his-
torical role towards the Palestinian case
in international and regional forums, as
he stressed positions of Kuwait and
Jordan towards the Palestinian issue and
affirming the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people, he said. Ambassador
Daihani also expressed pride of Kuwait’s
stances regarding the Palestinian issue
during its two years non-permanent
membership in the Security Council.

Meanwhile, Kuwait coordinated
with the Palestinians on the draft reso-
lution on securing international pro-
tection for the Palestinian people in
coordination with the Palestinian dele-
gation, which put forward the idea of
protecting the Palestinians from the
Israeli occupation forces. His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, issued at the end of
last October an Amiri decree appoint-
ing Daihani, a non-resident ambassa-
dor of  Kuwait  to Palest ine. On
December 22, Daihani presented his
credentials to Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas as the first ambassa-
dor of Kuwait to Palestine. — KUNA
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Impounded vehicles 
released during holiday
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The interior ministry’s
relations and security information
department announced the lifting of
the block to pay fines to release
impounded vehicles continues in the
Capital governorate during the New

Year break from 8 am to 2 pm, and
from 2 pm to 6 pm. The traffic
department said that starting from
Dec 29, impounded vehicles were
being released until Sunday, Jan 5
after paying all fines at the viola-
tions departments to process the
vehicles’ release.


