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Manila strongly condemns killing  
of maid, summons Kuwaiti envoy

Continuing incidents of violence and abuse of Filipino domestic workers slammed
By Ben Garcia 
 
KUWAIT: The Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA) yesterday summoned the Kuwaiti ambassador in 
Manila to strongly condemn the killing of another Filipina 
domestic worker in Kuwait. On Sunday, police received a 
report from Sabah Hospital concerning the arrival of a 
deceased Filipina housemaid with bruises on various 
parts of her body. The maid, identified as Jeanalyn 
Villavende, had arrived in Kuwait on May 5, 2019. 

The DFA said continuing incidents of violence and 
abuse of Filipino domestic workers in Kuwait violates the 
spirit of the agreement signed in May 2018 that seeks to 
promote and protect their welfare. The DFA summoned 
the Kuwaiti ambassador to express the government’s out-
rage over the lack of protection of domestic workers at 
the hands of their employers, press for complete trans-
parency in the investigation of the case and call for the 
swift prosecution of the perpetrators to the fullest extent 
of the law.  

The Philippine Embassy in Kuwait still hasn’t issued 
any official statement on the death of Villavende, but an 
embassy official told Kuwait Times on the condition of 
anonymity that the mission is in close contact with 

Kuwaiti authorities to ensure justice will be served. The 
official added only charge de affairs Noordin Lomondot 
can talk about this issue. “The moment we get all the facts 
and information, the charge de affairs will talk to the 
media,” the source said. 

The maid’s sponsor, who had taken her to hospital, 
admitted during interrogations on Sunday that his wife 
had beaten Villavende until she fainted, adding he was 
shocked when he realized at the hospital that she had 
died. The sponsor was detained and his wife was sum-
moned. She admitted to beating the maid but said she 
had not intended to kill her. 

Detectives and forensic experts rushed to the sponsor’s 
house in Sulaibikhat to examine the crime scene, where 
they found traces of blood that had been cleaned and evi-
dence that Villavende had been brutally beaten. A case 
was filed and further investigations are still in progress. 

Increasing incidents of abuse against Filipino 
domestic helpers, resulting in the death of some, 
prompted the Philippine government in 2018 to impose 
a deployment ban, sparking a diplomatic row between 
the two countries and the expulsion of the Philippine 
ambassador. The ban was lifted after a labor pact was 
signed in May last year.  

By B Izzak 
 

KUWAIT: A National Assembly panel said yesterday it will 
continue to investigate the death of a citizen with special 
needs at a police station even after the public prosecution 
said the man was not tortured or mistreated during his deten-
tion. The public prosecution said in its report that Ahmad Al-
Dhafiri died after overdosing on pills that led to a complete 
failure of his main organs and eventually resulted in his death. 
The prosecution said it examined cameras at the police sta-
tion that proved that the man was not tortured or mistreated, 
and the cause of the death is by overdosing on pills. 

But MP Mohammad Al-Dallal, a member of a three-mem-
ber committee formed by the Assembly to investigate the 
case, said the committee will continue its investigations. 
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Photo of Jeanalyn Villavende from her 
Facebook page.  

Prosecution says 
custodial death not 
caused by torture

BAGHDAD: US air strikes against a pro-Iran group in 
Iraq killed at least 25 fighters, a paramilitary umbrella 
said yesterday, triggering anger in a country caught up 
in mounting tensions between Tehran and Washington. 
Sunday night’s attacks saw US planes hit several bases 
belonging to the Hezbollah brigades, one of the most 
radical factions of Hashed al-Shaabi, a Tehran-backed 
Iraqi paramilitary coalition. The strikes “killed 25 and 
wounded 51, including commanders and fighters, and 
the toll could yet rise,” said the Hashed, which holds 
major sway in Iraq. Victims were still being pulled from 
the rubble of bases near Al-Qaim, an Iraqi district bor-
dering Syria, yesterday, it said. 

Late yesterday, Iraq’s government threatened to 
“review” its relations with the United States. “American 
forces acted on their political priorities, not those of the 

Iraqis,” the government, acting in a caretaker capacity 
following the resignation of prime minister Adel Abdel 
Mahdi, said in a statement. The protection of Iraq, its 
military bases and forces in the country “is the sole 
responsibility of the Iraqi security forces,” it added. 
Such strikes “violate the sovereignty of Iraq” and “con-
travene the rules of engagement of the (US-led interna-
tional) coalition” present in Iraq to fight jihadists, it 
added. 

Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi 
said the US had “shown its firm support for terrorism 
and its neglect for the independence and sovereignty of 
countries” by carrying out the attacks. Washington, 
itself a key ally of Baghdad, must accept the conse-
quences of its “illegal act”, he added. 

US Defense Secretary Mark Esper described the 
attacks - which hit three locations in Iraq and two in 
neighboring Syria - as “successful”, and did not rule 
out further military action against Iran-backed militias. 
The strikes were in retaliation for a series of rocket 
attacks since late October against US interests in Iraq, 
including a barrage of more than 30 fired on Friday at 
an Iraqi base in Kirkuk, where a US civilian contractor 
was killed. 
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NAJAF: Iraqis wave Iraqi and Hashed Al-Shaabi flags yesterday during a demonstration to denounce the previous 
night’s attacks by US planes on several bases. — AFP 

MUMBAI: Police in Delhi used facial recognition soft-
ware to screen crowds at a recent political rally - a first 
for India - raising concerns about privacy and mass 
surveillance amidst nationwide protests against a new 
citizenship law. The Automated Facial Recognition 
System (AFRS) software that the Delhi Police had 
installed to identify missing children, was used at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s rally on Dec 22, a police 

spokesman said yesterday, without giving further 
details. 

It was the first time the technology - which is 
increasingly deployed in airports, offices and cafes in 
India - was used to screen the crowd at a political rally, 
according to technology analysts. “The use of the sys-
tem for profiling and surveillance at public congrega-
tions is illegal and unconstitutional. It is an act of mass 
surveillance,” said Apar Gupta, executive director of 
digital advocacy group Internet Freedom Foundation. 

“From building an underlying database of people 
from public protests to running it on crowds of people 
attending rallies, this directly impairs the rights of ordi-
nary Indians from assembly, speech and political par-
ticipation,” he said. The Indian Express daily cited a 
Delhi Police spokesman as saying the police had used 
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