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Woods leads as US wins Presidents Cup
Matt Kuchar the hero, with his winning putt on 17th in the penultimate match 

MELBOURNE: US team captain Tiger Woods (top row, 2nd L) and his teammates pose with the Presidents Cup after their win over the International Team on the final day of the Presidents Cup golf tournament in Melbourne yesterday. —AFP

MELBOURNE: Tiger Woods’ United States produced a
stunning turnaround to deny the Internationals a first
Presidents Cup in 21 years yesterday, dominating the
singles on a tense final day that went to the wire at
Royal Melbourne.

Veteran Matt Kuchar was the hero, with his winning
putt on the 17th in the penultimate match enough to
ensure victory, sparking wild celebrations from play-
ing-captain Woods, who set the tone by getting the
first point on the board.

It was a crushing loss for Ernie Els’ young
Internationals who led for the first three days of the
biennial matchplay event. They went into Sunday’s 12
singles matches with a 10-8 lead but Patrick Reed and
Dustin Johnson were among those racing to big early
leads as the scoreboard became swathed in US red.

Webb Simpson beat South Korea’s An Byeong-hun
to guarantee the US a share of the Cup at 15-12 with

three matches still in play. Australian Cameron Smith
grabbed a point by beating Justin Thomas, ensuring a
nailbiting finale with Kuchar’s birdie to go one-up on 17
enough to secure at least half a point and ensure there
was no way back for Els’ team.

“I trusted all my 11 guys. I trusted them implicitly. I
told them from the very get go. They went out there
and got the points we needed. We fought,” said Woods.
“Even the points we lost, we were making them earn
every one of them, and this Cup wasn’t going to be giv-
en to us. We had to go earn it, and we did.”

No side before had rallied to win on the last day
after trailing for three days, further cementing the repu-
tation of Woods, who went undefeated in his three
matches. US President Donald Trump, an avid golf fan,
immediately paid tribute on social media.

“Congratulations to Tiger and the entire US Team on
a great comeback and tremendous WIN. True

Champions!” he tweeted. The playing-captain, in his
ninth Presidents Cup, took the responsibility of going
out first in the singles and won 3 and 2 against battling
Mexican Abraham Ancer.

In doing so he passed Phil Mickelson to become the
most successful Presidents Cup golfer in history with a
27-15-1 win-loss-tie record to his countryman’s 26-16-
13. “I could have made different choices in the singles
today. I can take it on my shoulders,” said Els. “The
questions will come that I made mistakes in the selec-
tion of where I put my players, but I followed a plan
100 percent, and it didn’t quite work out. But we came
damn close.”

At one stage the Americans were ahead in nine
matches, and world number five Dustin Johnson
ensured a second point, crushing Li Haotong 4 and 3. It
ended a difficult Presidents Cup for the first Chinese
player to take part — Li was overlooked for the open-

ing two days and never looked at ease.
Patrick Reed’s caddie was banned after shoving a fan

on Saturday as tensions boiled over following the con-
troversial American’s penalty for improving his lie in the
Bahamas last week.

The former Masters champion turned to his swing
coach to carry his bag and raced to six-up through
seven holes against Taiwan’s CT Pan in front of taunting
fans before closing out a 4 and 2 win. The US were on a
roll and Tony Finau came from four down after 10 holes
to snatch a half point on the final green against a
stunned Hideki Matsuyama of Japan.

South Korea’s Im Sung-jae was a bright spot. Only
21, the PGA Tour Rookie of the Year comfortably beat
US Open champion Gary Woodland 4 and 3. It was the
United States’ 11th victory in 13 editions of the event.
One was drawn with the lone International win coming
in 1998, also at Royal Melbourne. — AFP

LONDON: Kevin De Bruyne scored twice and teed up
Raheem Sterling for Manchester City’s other goal as
Arsenal crumbled to another humiliating 3-0 home
defeat yesterday.

Victory sees City close the gap on runaway leaders
Liverpool back to 14 points and edge to within four of
second-placed Leicester, who they host next weekend.

Arsenal, on the other hand, remain ninth on the back

of just one win in their last 12 games in all competitions.
That victory came at West Ham on Monday, but if there
was any hope a corner had been turned under caretak-
er boss Freddie Ljungberg for the Gunners, it was
quickly quashed by the brilliant De Bruyne.

Arsenal could have taken the lead even before the
Belgian opened the scoring after just 90 seconds.
Gabriel Martinelli retained his place ahead of
Alexandre Lacazette after scoring for the first time in
the Premier League on Monday and got the better of
Fernandinho and Nicolas Otamendi to muscle his way
in on goal before his shot was blocked by Ederson.

City broke straight up the other end and Gabriel
Jesus’s low cross picked out De Bruyne to stroke the
ball into the roof of the net.

Pep Guardiola’s men had been ruthlessly cut apart
on the counter-attack in losing to Manchester United

last weekend and were conscious not to make the same
mistake again as they allowed Arsenal possession for
large spells before breaking at speed.

The visitors doubled their lead just 15 minutes in
with De Bruyne this time the creator as he carried the
ball forward before squaring for Sterling to slot home
his 16th goal of the season.

De Bruyne showed his superior quality to any other
player on the pitch again five minutes before half-time
as this time he curled into the bottom corner on his
weaker left foot from outside the box.

And only a brilliant save from Bernd Leno denied the
City midfielder a first half hat-trick moments later as
the German’s fingertips turned another long-range De
Bruyne effort onto the post.

Arsenal’s preparation for the game had been dis-
turbed by the controversy surrounding Mesut Ozil’s

support for the Muslim minority Uighurs in Chinese
province Xinjiang. Chinese state broadcaster CCTV
pulled coverage of the match and Arsenal distanced
themselves from Ozil’s comments.

The German was still selected by Ljungberg, but
made little impact before being substituted on the hour
mark and his slow walk to the touchline with his side
trailing 3-0 drew the wrath of some disgruntled Arsenal
fans. Only Leno prevented the scoreline from becoming
even more embarrassing for Arsenal as he saved one-
on-one from Jesus and at his near post from Riyad
Mahrez.

However, with just one win in five games since
Ljungberg took temporary charge after the sacking of
Unai Emery, the appointment of a new manager cannot
come soon enough if they are to salvage anything from
a thoroughly disappointing season so far. — AFP
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