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Teenager Greenwood rescues
Man Utd in Everton draw

MANCHESTER: Mason Greenwood came off the
bench to rescue Manchester United as the teenage
striker’s late equaliser secured a 1-1 draw against
Everton yesterday.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side fell behind to Victor
Lindelof ’s controversial first half own-goal after
United’s appeals for a foul on David de Gea were
ignored by VAR. But Greenwood, introduced in the
second half, underlined his vast potential with a clinical
strike 13 minutes from full-time.

The 18-year-old is the third youngest player to
score a Premier League goal at Old Trafford after for-
mer United forwards Federico Macheda and Danny
Welbeck. Bradford-born Greenwood, a product of
United’s youth academy, now has seven goals in his
breakthrough season after netting twice in his previous
appearance against Alkmaar in the Europa League on
Thursday. This was his second Premier League goal
after his strike against Sheffield United in November
and his rapid progress is a bright spot in a difficult
season for Solskjaer’s sixth placed team.

It was fitting that Greenwood scored in the 4,000th
senior match in succession in which at least one youth
graduate was represented in United’s first-team or
matchday squad, an extraordinary record stretching
back over nine decades.

After their impressive wins over Tottenham and
Manchester City in their last two league games,
United’s frustrating draw reaffirmed how much
improvement is still needed under Solskjaer despite
Greenwood’s ascent. For Duncan Ferguson, Everton’s
caretaker manager, this spirited performance built on
the momentum from last weekend’s win over Chelsea.

Hit by injuries and illness, Everton avoided losing for
the seventh time in their last eight away league match-

es. Another of United’s homegrown products should
have opened the scoring within 20 seconds when
Fred’s burst into the Everton area ended with Jesse
Lingard swivelling onto the loose ball and shooting
wide from 10 yards.

Daniel James’ blistering pace was on full display
when the winger raced clear for a low drive that
flashed wide of the far post, prompting an angry
exchange between Everton keeper Jordan Pickford
and team-mate Lucas Digne about who was to blame
for the break. Marcus Rashford tested Pickford with a
swerving free-kick, but United — at their best when
counter-attacking — were too often forced into slow
build-up play that was easy for Everton’s well-drilled
defence to stifle. United were losing their grip and it
was Everton who took the lead in bizarre fashion in the
36th minute.

When Leighton Baines sent over an inswinging cor-
ner, De Gea came and missed as he tried to punch
clear, with the ball bouncing off Lindelof into his own
net. United protested that Everton forward Dominic
Calvert-Lewin had fouled De Gea by putting an arm
across his face, but although the goal was reviewed by
VAR it was allowed to stand.

The farcical goal meant United had failed to keep a
clean-sheet in 12 consecutive top-flight matches for
the first time since 1971.

United pressed harder after half-time and Luke
Shaw drove forward from left-back for a stinging drive
that Pickford pushed away to James, who accidently
drove the rebound into Lingard’s face.

Everton were far more focused and combative than
under the sacked Marco Silva. But Solskjaer intro-
duced Greenwood with 25 minutes left and it proved
an inspired move. Greenwood immediately had an

effort saved by Pickford and, with United firmly on the
front foot, the teenage starlet equalised in the 77th
minute. Picked out by James, Greenwood steadied
himself on the edge of the area with a perfect first
touch before drilling his low left-foot shot through a

crowd of Everton defenders and past Pickford.
In a tense finale, Alex Iwobi almost won it for

Everton with a dipping shot that De Gea pushed away
before Ferguson hauled off substitute Moise Kean only
18 minutes after putting him on. —AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s English striker Marcus Rashford (2L) weaves between Everton’s Irish defender
Seamus Coleman (R), Everton’s English midfielder Tom Davies (2R) and Everton’s English defender Michael Keane
(L) during the English Premier League football match between Manchester United and Everton at Old Trafford in
Manchester, north west England, yesterday. — AFP

WOLVERHAMPTON: Jan Vertonghen’s stoppage
time header continued Tottenham’s turnaround under
Jose Mourinho as Spurs moved up to fifth with a 2-1
win at Wolves.

Mourinho’s men were largely outplayed at
Molineux, but were ruthless with their chances to
inflict Wolves’ first league defeat in 12 games. Adama
Traore’s spectacular strike had cancelled out Lucas
Moura’s early opener before Vertonghen stooped to
guide home Christan Eriksen’s corner.

“Three incredible points. We coped with their
spirit. At 1-1, Wolves are not a team satisfied with a
point. But we knew if we arrive in the last part of the
match we could score,” Mourinho said.

“Wolves are a fantastic team. This is a big victory.
It is very difficult to control against them. Traore and
Jota can kill you out of nothing, but we controlled
parts of the game.” Spurs can now move into the top
four before Christmas if they beat Chelsea at home
next weekend and Mourinho has his sights of qualify-
ing for next season’s Champions League.

“We went about a year without winning a Premier
League game away and we’ve managed two in a
short amount of time,” Mourinho added. “Now we
are not looking to the bottom of table, we’re looking
higher up. This game is a special game because the
opponent is a special opponent.”

That speaks volumes for the impact Mourinho has
made in less than a month in charge as Tottenham
trailed Chelsea and the top four by 12 points when he
was appointed.

Wolves drop to eighth as their longest unbeaten
run in the top flight since 1962 came to an end, but
there was little more Nuno Espirito Santo’s men
could have done to at least avoid defeat.

After an industrious start by Wolves, it was Spurs
who scored after eight minutes. Son Heung-min’s
drive was beaten away by Rui Patricio but the ball
was worked to Moura, who glided into the area
before rifling in high from an angle for his third goal
in seven games under Mourinho.

Wolves remained undaunted though and after
Paulo Gazzaniga gathered Traore’s low effort they
began to create openings. Diogo Jota was a menace
and it was from his work Raul Jimenez nearly levelled
after 26 minutes but his low effort flashed wide.

Soon after Jota was denied by the recovering
Davinson Sanchez after the defender’s initial mistake
allowed the forward through. Wolves continued to
dominate but should have been 2-0 down nine min-
utes before the break.

Referee Stuart Attwell played a good advantage
after Moura was fouled to allow Eric Dier forward. He
played a cute one-two with Dele Alli to leave the
midfielder with just Patricio to beat but his low strike
hit the post.

It would have been harsh on Wolves and they
continued to push after the break. Jota failed to turn
in Traore’s cross and Gazzaniga pushed away
Jimenez’s shot. Spurs’ defence had lived dangerously,
with Vertonghen in particular struggling against the
pace of Traore. Wolves finally got their reward on 67
minutes.

Traore had given the visitors problems all game
and he made them pay, collecting Jimenez’s pass and
unleashing a rocket which flew past Gazzaniga from
20 yards. Tottenham then never looked like restoring
their lead before the late drama.

Wolves remained the aggressors and Romain
Saiss’ glancing header four minutes later forced
Gazzaniga into a fine stop. But Spurs silenced the
hosts in the first minute of injury time when
Vertonghen nodded in Eriksen’s corner. —AFP

Tottenham up 
to fifth after late 
win at Wolves

Third youngest player to score a Premier League goal

MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo scored twice as Juventus
bounced back from their first defeat of the season to
beat Udinese 3-1 and move top of Serie A yesterday.
Ronaldo struck twice in the first half to make it five
goals in four games as champions Juve move one point
ahead of leaders Inter Milan ahead of their trip to off-
form Fiorentina later. Maurizio Sarri’s side had taken just
one point from their last two league games, falling 3-1 to
Lazio in Rome last weekend after a 2-2 draw against
Sassuolo the previous week. But Portuguese star
Ronaldo tapped in his first after nine minutes at the
Allianz Stadium, and burst through to finish off a
Gonzalo Higuain cross on 36 minutes.

Leonardo Bonucci sealed the three points just before
the break when he headed in from close range. Ignacio

Pussetto pulled a goal back for 17th-placed Udinese
four minutes into injury time with his close range effort
beating Gianluigi Buffon in the Juventus goal. Juventus
play their final Serie A game before the winter break at
Sampdoria on Wednesday, before a rematch against
Lazio in the Italian Super Cup in Saudi Arabia next
weekend. Atalanta fell 2-1 at Bologna just days after the
Champions League newcomers sealed their place in the
competition’s last 16 despite losing their first three
matches.

Rodrigo Palacio tapped in the first after 12 minutes
for Bologna off a rebound after a Riccardo Orsolini
effort came off the post. Andrea Poli nodded in the sec-
ond eight minutes after the break, before Ruslan
Malinovskyi connected with a Musa Barrow cross to
pull a goal back on the hour mark.

Atalanta failed to take advantage of their numerical
superiority late on, as Bologna played the last five min-
utes a man down after Brazilian defender Danilo was
sent off for two bookable offences. Gian Piero
Gasperini’s side are sixth on 28 points, one point off the
Champions League places, with European rivals
Cagliari, Lazio and Roma still to play this weekend.

AC Milan were held to a goalless draw against

Sassuolo at the San Siro as the former European giants
marked their 120th anniversary in tepid style. Theo
Hernandez had a goal ruled out after half an hour fol-
lowing a Franck Kessie handball in the buildup, with
Rafael Leao hitting the crossbar and the post.

Stefano Pioli’s side failed to make it three wins in a
row and sit 10th with Sassuolo four places and five
points below. Hellas Verona battled back from three
goals down with all three substitutes scoring in a 15-
minute second-half spell to hold Torino 3-3.

Torino had taken a comfortable lead at the Stadio
Bentegodi after Christian Ansaldi scored a brace with
Alex Berenguer also on target for the visitors. But the
hosts hit back with three goals after 69 minutes from
players who all came off the bench.

Giampaolo Pazzini converted a penalty on 69 minutes
after Gleison Bremer was deemed to have used his
elbow to block the ball. Pazzini was then involved in the
second with Valerio Verre smashing in off a rebound,
before Mariusz Stepinski added a third by pounching on
a defensive error from Ola Aina to finish off.

Torino are ninth, with Verona two points back in 12th,
in the hosts’ final match before the winter break. Torino
next play SPAL on Saturday.— AFP

Ronaldo double 
puts Juventus back 
top of Serie A

TAMPA BAY: Lars Eller and Garnet
Hathaway scored 45 seconds apart to
break a third-period tie in the Washington
Capitals’ win over the host Tampa Bay
Lightning, who lost Nikita Kucherov —
the NHL’s MVP and points leader last sea-
son - to injury in the middle of the second
period Saturday. Kucherov did not return
after he took a blast from John Carlson
directly on the laces at the top of his right
skate and fell to the ice. Washington
improved to an NHL-best 24-5-5 overall
and 15-2-1 on the road. T.J. Oshie and
Nicklas Backstrom each contributed a
goal and an assist, and Tom Wilson tallied
for the Capitals, who are also 15-3-2 since
the start of November. Backup goalie Ilya
Samsonov recorded 26 saves to move to
8-2-1. Brayden Point netted his 12th goal,
and Jan Rutta scored his first as a member
of the Lightning, who played their fourth
game in six days (2-2-0).

SHARKS 4, CANUCKS 2
Logan Couture and Evander Kane each

netted one goal and one assist, and goal-
tender Aaron Dell sparkled in net as San
Jose won for the first time in seven games
with a home-ice victory over Vancouver. It
was the first win for interim coach Bob
Boughner since he took over the bench
duties from the fired Pete DeBoer during
San Jose’s losing skid — four straight
defeats in regulation and a 0-5-1 slide.
Dell made 33 saves and was especially
strong in the first half-dozen minutes of
the third period, when he denied J.T.
Miller, Tanner Pearson and Brock Boeser
on chances caused by his team’s turnovers.

BRUINS 4, PANTHERS 2
David Pastrnak scored twice to extend

his league-leading tally to 28 and power
Boston past host Florida to break a five-
game losing streak (0-4-1), its longest skid
since March 2016. Backup goalie Jaroslav
Halak earned the win, making 31 saves and
improving his record to 8-3-3. Jake
DeBrusk and David Krejci also scored for
the Bruins, who built a 3-0 lead and hung
on for the win. Torey Krug and Brad

Marchand added two assists each. Panthers
star Aleksander Barkov left the game with
1:23 left in the third due to a possible leg
injury. Sergei Bobrovsky, who had allowed
just six goals in his past four games, took
the loss. He had 38 saves on 41 shots. Mark
Pysyk and Keith Yandle scored for Florida.

MAPLE LEAFS 4, OILERS 1
Alexander Kerfoot had a goal and an

assist as Toronto defeated host Edmonton.
Ilya Mikheyev, Frederik Gauthier and
Mitchell Marner also scored for the Maple
Leafs, who went 3-1-0 on a four-game trip
that included stops in St. Louis, Vancouver
and Calgary. Goaltender Frederik Andersen
made 36 saves for his 200th NHL victory.
Alex Chiasson scored the lone goal for the
Oilers, whose winless streak reached a sea-
son-high four games (0-3-1). Mikko
Koskinen stopped 28 of 31 shots.
Edmonton’s Connor McDavid, the league’s
leading scorer, was held pointless.

ISLANDERS 3, SABRES 2 (OT)
Anthony Beauvillier scored with 1:56 left

in overtime as host New York edged
Buffalo in Uniondale, NY. Beauvillier picked
up a loose puck at the Sabres’ blue line,
raced up the ice and shuffled the puck a
handful of times as he neared goaltender
Linus Ullmark before firing a shot into the
far corner of the net. Michael Dal Colle and
Jordan Eberle scored for the Islanders, who
have won three straight and four of five.
Goalie Semyon Varlamov made 33 saves.
Victor Olofsson scored in the second peri-
od for the Sabres, and Jack Eichel forced
overtime by tying the game late in the third,
extending his league-high active point
streak to 16 games.

BLUES 4, BLACKHAWKS 3
Justin Faulk scored the game-winning

goal as host St. Louis rallied from a 3-0
third-period deficit to defeat Chicago. Tyler
Bozak scored twice for the Blues in his
700th NHL game, and Jacob de la Rose
scored the game-tying goal in the third
period. Jordan Binnington made 19 saves in
his first career appearance against the
Blackhawks. Brandon Saad scored twice,
Jonathan Toews earned two assists and
Patrick Kane also scored for the
Blackhawks, who are winless (0-3-1) in
their last four games. Corey Crawford
stopped 34 of 38 shots.

WILD 4, FLYERS 1
Eric Staal scored two goals, and Alex

Stalock finished with 17 saves as Minnesota
extended its home point streak to 12 games
with a victory over Philadelphia in Saint
Paul, Minn. Zach Parise and Carson Soucy
also scored goals, and Jonas Brodin added
two assists for Minnesota, which improved
to 10-1-4 over its last 15 games. The Wild,
who began the season with just one win
and two points in their first seven games (1-
6-0), moved within two points of the Vegas
Golden Knights for the second wild-card
spot in the Western Conference. James van
Riemsdyk scored for Philadelphia, which
lost its second straight game and for the
third time in four games. Carter Hart
stopped 24 shots.

DEVILS 2, COYOTES 1
Kyle Palmieri scored the go-ahead goal

at 11:34 of the third period, and New Jersey
ended a seven-game losing streak with a
win over Pacific Division-leading Arizona in
Glendale, Ariz. Jesper Boqvist scored the
other New Jersey goal, Miles Wood and
Michael McLeod each had two assists, and
Mackenzie Blackwood stopped 31 shots for
the Devils, who got their first win since
Nov. 28. Blackwood improved to 9-9-4 in
net on the season. Alex Goligoski scored
the Coyotes’ only goal, and Vinnie
Hinostroza recorded his fourth assist in two
games. Darcy Kuemper had 31 saves on 33
shots.

STARS 4, PREDATORS 1
Blake Comeau scored a short-handed

goal, the first of four Dallas goals in the

second period, to breeze to a victory over
host Nashville. Roope Hintz scored his
team-leading 12th goal, and Andrew
Cogliano and defenseman Jamie Oleksiak
also tallied for the Stars, who continued to
fluster the Predators after eliminating them
in six games during their first-round playoff
series in the spring. Anton Khudobin fin-
ished with 37 saves to improve to 4-1-0 in
five appearances at home this season. The
Predators’ Pekka Rinne yielded four goals
on 22 shots in his first start against Dallas
since making 49 saves in an overtime loss in
Game 6 of the first-round series. Austin
Watson scored the Predators’ only goal.

HURRICANES 4, FLAMES 0
James Reimer made 32 saves for his

second shutout of the season, and Brock
McGinn and Dougie Hamilton scored sec-
ond-period goals, as visiting Carolina
cooled off streaking Calgary. Warren
Foegele added two short-handed goals
late in the third period for the Hurricanes,
who improved to 4-0-1 over their last five
games. Reimer wasn’t overly tested, but
solid nonetheless in recording the 23rd
shutout of his career. His other one this
season came at Detroit on Nov. 24.
Calgary, meanwhile, saw its season-high
seven-game winning streak and nine-
game run with at least a point end. It was
also the Flames’ first defeat in seven offi-
cial games under coach Geoff Ward, who
took over when Bill Peters resigned after
he admitted to using a racial slur toward a
former player.—Reuters

Capitals rout 
Lightning,
Kucherov hurt

SAN JOSE:  Tyler Myers #57 of the Vancouver Canucks skates between Mario Ferraro
#38, Tim Heed #72, and Joe Thornton #19 of the San Jose Sharks at SAP Center in
San Jose, California.  — AFP


