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BEIRUT: Lebanese riot police fire teargas canisters during clashes with anti-government demonstrators
in the capital on Saturday. —AFP

Libya closes Egypt 
embassy citing 
‘security’ reasons 
CAIRO: Libya’s embassy in Egypt was closed indefi-
nitely from yesterday, the mission said on its
Facebook page citing security concerns. “The
embassy of Libya in Cairo... suspended its work due
to security reasons starting yesterday and until fur-
ther notice,” a statement said without giving further
details. It however flatly denied in a separate state-
ment reports suggesting that some embassy staff had
broken ranks with the UN-recognized Government of
National Accord based in Tripoli. 

The GNA’s foreign ministry confirmed that the
embassy had been closed indefinitely, in a statement
on Facebook. It said the work at the mission was
suspended in order to protect staff after a series of

recent “violations” targeting the embassy, including
attempts by some to “blackmail” employees in order
to obtain money. The foreign ministry gave no fur-
ther details but said “work is underway with the
Egyptian authorities to put an end to these viola-
tions and secure the embassy as required”. The
embassy would resume its operations when it is
secured, it added.

The Libyan embassy in neighboring Egypt has
long been at the center of a power struggle between
the country’s rival administrations in the east and the
west. Libya has been mired in chaos since a NATO-
backed uprising that toppled and killed dictator
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011. The UN-recognized gov-
ernment is contested by a parallel administration in
the east, backed by military strongman Khalifa
Haftar who in April launched an assault to seize
Tripoli. On Thursday, Haftar announced a “decisive
battle” to wrest the capital from the GNA. GNA
Interior Minister Fathi Bashagha responded saying
his government was ready “to push back any mad
attempt by the Haftar putsch leader”. —AFP

GENEVA: As the number of people forcibly displaced
from their homes continues to climb worldwide, a
global summit in Geneva this week will aim to drum
up fresh and concrete support for refugees. The
Global Refugee Forum will officially open tomorrow,
exactly a year after the UN General Assembly adopt-
ed a framework aimed at creating a more predictable
and equitable approach to providing assistance to
refugees and host communities.

The meeting will be the first of its kind, pooling
together heads of state, government ministers but also
business leaders, humanitarians and refugees them-
selves to offer ideas and pledges for more efficient
assistance. “We are at the end of a decade that has
been more than tumultuous in terms of levels of dis-
placement,” UN Deputy High Commissioner for
Refugees Kelly Clements told AFP in an interview. “We
see the need for states, for international organizations,
for the private sector (to help explore) how the interna-
tional community can better help to respond,” she said.

At the end of 2018, nearly 71 million people were
living in forced displacement due to war, violence and

persecution, including nearly 26 million people who
had fled across borders as refugees. And the UNHCR
expects those numbers could rise further when the
2019 statistics calculated. “Unfortunately the trend-
line is not positive,” Clements said, pointing to “the
lack of political solutions we see among member
states, the complications and the complexity of con-
flict today and the stalemate in political discussions.” 

“The outlook is not bright,” she acknowledged,
saying this meant broad and concerted support from
the international community for refugees and host
communities was increasingly vital. The so-called
Global Compact for Refugees agreed last December
called for a ministerial-level summit to be held every
four years to evaluate and promote progress.

Spotlight on Erdogan 
Clements insisted the first such forum would take

a dramatically new approach to the age-old issue,
with a wide range of pledges expected for concrete
actions to help refugees and their hosts in the areas
of education, employment, and energy, among oth-

ers. In addition to financial aid donations, some
countries are expected to announce policy changes
making it easier for refugees to work, while compa-
nies may promise technical support to help refugees
get connected.

French power company EDF is expected to
announce assistance for electrifying a refugee camp
in Bangladesh housing some one million Rohingya
refugees from Myanmar. The Geneva meeting, which
is expected to draw some 3,000 participants, will
open with statements by UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres and High Commissioner for
Refugees Filippo Grandi, followed by a number of
high-profile speakers.

Much attention is likely to be paid to an address
by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, whose
country is the world’s largest refugee host, with more
than three million mainly Syrian refugees on its soil.
Clements said Erdogan’s presence would be a good
reminder of the importance of providing not just sup-
port to refugees but also to generous host countries.
Erdogan is expected to renew demands for more

international support.
Observers are also wary he might reiterate his

threat to allow millions of Syrian refugees to go to
Europe if the international community does not do
more. “This is not the place for that,” a European
diplomat who asked not to be named told AFP.
Erdogan might also use the platform to discuss his
desire to repatriate a number of Syrian refugees to a
“safe zone” in northern Syria, a move humanitarian
groups such as Amnesty International say amounts to
sending them back to a war zone.

There should also be much focus during the meet-
ing on the desperate need for resettlement spots in
third countries for vulnerable people already living as
refugees. Clements stressed that refugee resettlement
is today only offered to a tiny fraction of those who
need it. “We have estimated for 2020 that there are
1.44 million people in the world, refugees, who are in
need of resettlement as a form of international pro-
tection. But the number of slots available are in the
tens of thousands,” she said. “There is a tremendous
need to step forward with regards to this.” —AFP

Desperate need for resettlement spots in third countries

As displacement soars, global meet 
to seek new paths to help refugees

Lebanon interior 
minister orders probe 
after protest violence 
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s Interior Minister Raya El-
Hassan yesterday ordered the country’s security
forces to open a “rapid and transparent” enquiry,
after dozens of people in Beirut were wounded in
clashes the night before. Security forces in the
capital used tear gas and rubber bullets to dis-
perse demonstrators, who had gathered Saturday
evening to demand an independent technocrat
government ahead of talks due to begin today to
appoint a new premier.

Hassan demanded the identification of those
responsible for the most violent episode since the
largely peaceful anti-government protests began on
Oct 17. She warned against “infiltrators” seeking to
use protests to provoke “confrontations”. Amnesty
International’s Diala Haidar decried the “excessive
use of force” in response to “overwhelmingly peace-
ful protest”. “The intention was clearly to prevent
protesters gathering,” she said, denouncing the
presence of masked men in civilian clothes joining
security forces in “violently attacking protesters”.

Yesterday, French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le
Drian said Lebanese leaders should push to resolve
the crisis paralyzing the country. “Political authori-
ties should get moving because the country is in a
dramatic situation,” he told French public radio.

Lebanon’s government stepped down on Oct 29,
but bitterly divided political parties have subse-
quently failed to agree on a new premier.

Saturday’s clashes erupted at the entrance to
the street leading to parliament, as security forces
beat protesters who tried to breach metal police
barr icades. Lebanese civi l  defense took 36
injured to hospital and treated 54 people at the
scene, the organization said on Twitter. The
Lebanese Red Cross transported 15 injured to
hospital and treated 37 people on site, an official
with the organization told AFP. 

Both protesters and security forces were injured,
the organization said, with some affected by tear
gas and others struck by hurled stones. Lebanese
security forces said on Twitter about 20 from its
ranks were hospitalized, while others were injured
and treated on the spot. An AFP photographer saw
men in plainclothes bludgeoning protesters, while
anti-riot police fired rubber bullets at protesters
throwing stones. The clashes lasted several hours
until the first hours of yesterday.

Protesters chanted against parliament speaker
Nabih Berri and resigned premier Saad Hariri.
Protests calling for the complete overhaul of a
political class deemed inept and corrupt have
been general ly peaceful , but c lashes have
increased in recent weeks. The protesters have
demanded a government made up solely of
experts not affiliated to the country’s traditional
political parties, but analysts have warned this
could be a tall order. The process of forming a
government will take place as Lebanon faces a
deepening economic crisis.  —AFP

Boko Haram 
kill 19 Nigeria 
herders in 
clashes 
KANO: Boko Haram militants
gunned down 19 cattle herders
Saturday in northeast Nigeria,
civilian militia sources and resi-
dents told AFP yesterday. Ethnic
Fulani herders, besieged by a
spate of armed attacks targeting
their catt le, pursued Boko
Haram, sparking a fierce gun-
fight outside Fuhe village, near
Ngala close to the border with
Cameroon. “The insurgents
killed 19 of the herdsmen in the
fight,” anti-jihadist militia leader
Umar Kachalla told AFP.

Bodies of the slain herders
were brought to the police by
militiamen, Kachalla said.  The
herders had earlier repelled an
attack by Boko Haram fighters
who invaded the village to steal

livestock, killing one of the mili-
tants, Mada said. The herders
then decided to pursue the mili-
tants and fight them “once and for
all”, Mada said, but were over-
whelmed. “The herdsmen were
subdued by the better armed
Boko Haram gunmen,” he said.

Jihadists then returned to
Fuhe village and burnt homes
and food supplies while herds
fled, according to Ngala resi-
dent Abubakar Yusuf, who saw
the dead bodies at the police
stat ion. Boko Haram has
increasingly targeted farmers,
herders and loggers, accusing
them of spying and passing
information to the military and
the local militia fighting them.
They have also been raiding
herding communities, seizing
cattle - a valuable commodity
in the region - to fund their
operations.

Boko Haram and rival Islamic
State West Africa Province
(ISWAP) are known to operate
in areas around Ngala and the
neighbouring town of Gamboru.
ISWAP has focused on target-

ing military installations and
troops since 2018 while Boko
Haram faction is notorious for
indiscriminate attacks on civil-
ians. However, ISWAP has been
blamed for a recent increase in
attacks on civilians.

In August 2014 Boko Haram
seized Ngala and Gamboru, a
trading hub, but Nigerian troops
retook both towns in September
2015 with the help of the
Chadian military. Despite the
recapture of the area, jihadist
fighters continue to launch spo-
radic attacks, ambushing troops
and vehicles, as well as attack-
ing and abducting farmers. In
November last year Boko Haram
abducted around 50 loggers at
Bulakesa vi l lage outside
Gamboru . The  decade- long
c o n f l i c t  h a s  k i l l e d  3 5 , 0 0 0
people and displaced around
two million from their homes.
The violence has spread to
neighboring Niger, Chad and
C a m e r o o n ,  p r o m p t i n g  t h e
formation of a regional mili-
t a r y  c o a l i t i o n  t o  f i g h t  t h e
militants.  —AFP


