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Kuwait could again allow labor
agencies to rehire domestic helpers

Six Kuwaiti charities authorized to collect donations for refugees
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Public Authority for Manpower officials are
expected to meet with their counterparts from the
union of domestic labor agencies later this month to
discuss the possibility of cancelling an earlier decision
preventing local domestic labor agencies from rehir-
ing domestic helpers with different employers than
their original recruiters. The meeting is expected to
happen after the formation of the new Cabinet and
naming the minister to be responsible for the authori-
ty, well-informed sources said.

The union has earlier filed a protest in this regard
to the manpower authority and discussed the com-
plaint with Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel, said the sources who spoke on the
condition of anonymity. The union explained its
demands to cancel the decision over moves by many
foreign labor agencies to suspend exporting workers
to Kuwait out of fear of the growing numbers of
helpers that would return to their countries as a result,
and that the decision causes embarrassment to Kuwait
while negotiating with other countries. 

The sources added that the domestic labor agen-
cies believe that rehiring laborers is a right they have
been deprived of since implementing law number
68/2015; which the government had enacted in a bid
to fight human trafficking. The sources said the man-
power authority will discuss the request soon and a
decision is expected within the next two months at
most. “The authority also plans on making a list with
the names of fake and unlicensed domestic helper
agencies to warn citizens and expats form dealing
with them,” the sources concluded. 

Donations for refugees
Six local charities recently obtained the approval of

the charities department at the ministry of social

affairs to organize fundraising campaigns to collect
donations to be used in countries harboring refugees.
In this regard, informed sources said the charities
signed affidavits to respect related laws and regula-
tions including banning all cash donations and using
K-Net, online donations, bank remittances, mobile
apps and SMS messages through telecom companies
instead. 

‘Sorcery’ report denied
With the beginning of the first term exams in

grades up to 11, it was reported that a student was
caught in one of the schools with the possession of
sorcery and witchcraft items while sitting for the
exam. However, Education Ministry’s assistant under-
secretary for public education affairs Osama Al-Sultan
denied any such reports, adding that he toured some
primary and intermediate schools in the capital gover-
norate on the first day of exams and everything was
fine. Notably, midterm exams for the academic year
2019-2020 for grades 5-11 started yesterday with
strict measures including inspections and banning
mobile phones for both students and teaching staff
before entering the exam halls. 

Insurance agencies
In implementation of the fatwa and legislation

department’s decision, the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MoCI) started putting law number 25/2019
into practice by launching intensive inspection cam-
paigns of various insurance agencies and closing some
of them. In this regard, informed sources said MoCI
closed at least three agencies working without a
license. They added that Kuwait has a total of 136
insurance agents responsible for 75 percent of the
insurance business in Kuwait in return for 25 percent
per policy as fee, except for Afiya and government
insurance policies. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Salmiya medical center staff told police a
woman was brought in dead with severe beating marks
on her body. They said a Kuwait army soldier who
brought her claimed the bruises were already on her
body when she came to him. Detectives detained him
for questioning. Separately, a motorist died after his
sports utility vehicle (SUV) collided with a truck loaded
with gravel near Doha Spur. A case was filed, and an
investigation was opened to reveal the cause of the
accident.

Two fires
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate said firemen put out

a ‘limited fire’ reported in a warehouse of mechanical
equipment in the basement of the oil complex building
in Shuwaikh, which caused minor damage but no
injuries. Capital and Hilali fire stations handled the inci-
dent. In another case, a blaze reported in an Ahmadi

house prompted Ahmadi and Fahaheel fire stations  to
respond. The fire was in a three-storey house and
spread from the first to the second floor. The house was
evacuated and the flames were put out. Fifteen persons
were rescued, seven of whom were injured and handled
by paramedics.

“Like a diamond sparkling” on the Arabian Gulf; that’s how NASA astronaut Jessica Meir described Kuwait in a
caption posted on her verified Twitter account on Saturday, with a picture showing Kuwait at night that she took
from the International Space Station.

Foul play suspected
in woman’s death

KUWAIT: The scene inside an Ahmadi house where a fire
was reported.

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait’s
National Security Apparatus (NSA)
Sheikh Thamer Al-Sabah held talks
yesterday with the Commandant of
the NATO Defense College General
Chris Whitecross, focusing on plans
to increase bilateral cooperation.
The talks also covered other mat-
ters, such as bilateral ties and cur-
rent happenings around the world,
according to a statement by the
apparatus. The meeting comes
some 15 years after the launch of
NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation
Initiative of 2004, a drive on the
part of NATO to establish closer
links with the Middle East and
North Africa. — KUNA

NSA, NATO plan to bolster cooperation

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait’s National Security Apparatus Sheikh
Thamer Al-Sabah meets with the Commandant of the NATO Defense
College General Chris Whitecross. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel
Al-Sabah yesterday lauded the Islamic Organization of
Medical Sciences (IOMS) for its follow-up on global
medical innovations and developments in the field. The
organization ranks among the leading ones for staying
abreast of “all innovations that have emerged world-
wide and studying them in a realistic and scientific
method that conforms with realities in the Arab and
Islamic States,” said the minister.

Sheikh Dr Basel was addressing a statement on
behalf of His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at the inaugural session
of a conference themed ‘the Islamic document for
ethics of workers in the medical services.’ The IOMS
has presented a “wonderful image to the world on
Islam’s capacity to absorb all innovations and resolve
problems that cannot be solved by the West due to lack
of references,” said the minister at the convention-

organization by the IOMS in cooperation with Jeddah-
based International Islamic Fiqh Academy, the regional
office of the World Health Organization (WHO) and
Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashed Al-Maktoum Award. The
organization has earned respect and membership of
international agencies for proving that Islam is applica-
ble at all times and has turned into a reference for med-
ical ethics, he added. He eulogized the late Dr
Abdulrahman Al-Awadhi, the IOMS founder, who had
launched many initiatives that impacted positively on
image of Kuwait and other Islamic States.

Meanwhile, Dr Mohammad Al-Jarallah, the IOMS
President, noted that the organization had worked out a
document on ethical rules of the profession; such as
medical confidentiality and privacy. “We have examined
a lot of references from most of the world States and
selected what suits us and what is compatible with our
religion,” he said. In the meantime, Dr Ahmad Al-
Hashemi, addressing a statement on behalf of Dubai
Deputy Ruler and President of Sheikh Hamdan award,
indicated at Al-Awadhi’s role in tackling diverse issues
namely prohibited and non-prohibited medical prac-
tices in Islam. “Our religion calls for good ethics in all
activities,” he said, also noting that Islam calls for
respecting peoples’ dignity and privacy regardless of
all kinds of affiliations, stressing that patients’ rights
must be respected. — KUNA

Kuwait praises
IOMS for follow
up of innovations


