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TORONTO: Kawhi Leonard scored 23 points and
added six assists and five rebounds on his return
to Toronto, and the visiting Los Angeles Clippers
defeated the Raptors 112-92 Wednesday night.
Leonard, who led the Raptors to the NBA title last
season before leaving as a free agent, was pre-
sented with his championship ring in a ceremony
before the game.  There also was a video tribute.
He was greeted with a loud, prolonged ovation.
Lou Williams scored 18 points and had eight as-
sists off the bench for the Clippers, who have won
five of their past six games. Clippers guard Patrick
Beverley left the game with a concussion during
the third quarter. Pascal Siakam scored 24 points
for the Raptors, who have lost four of their past
five games. Norman Powell added 22 points.

BUCKS 127 - PELICANS 112
Eric Bledsoe scored 29 points as host Milwau-

kee won its 16th consecutive game despite the
absence of Giannis Antetokounmpo, routing New
Orleans. Antetokounmpo, the reigning NBA
MVP, sat out the game because of a sore quad
tendon, but three teammates joined Bledsoe in
double figures. Khris Middleton scored 24, Ersan
Ilyasova added 18 and George Hill had 13. The
Bucks matched their longest winning streak since
winning 16 in a row over two seasons in 1973. JJ
Redick scored 31, Brandon Ingram had 25 points
and 10 rebounds, Jrue Holiday scored 21 and
rookie Jaxson Hayes had 12 points to lead the
Pelicans, who lost their 10th game in a row.

KINGS 94 - THUNDER 93
Bogdan Bogdanovic drained a 3-pointer with

17.3 seconds left to give Sacramento a victory
over visiting Oklahoma City. Buddy Hield
recorded 23 points, six rebounds and six assists
as Sacramento won its third straight contest.
Bogdanovic scored 17 points on 7-of-12 shoot-
ing. Marvin Bagley III had 11 points and six re-
bounds in 23 minutes in his return after fracturing
his right thumb in the season opener and missing
the next 22 games. Chris Paul missed a 15-foot
step-back jumper with 1.6 seconds left as Okla-
homa City’s season-high, three-game winning
streak ended.

ROCKETS 116 - CAVALIERS 110
James Harden scored 55 points to lead Hous-

ton to a victory at Cleveland. Harden finished 20
of 34 from the floor and drilled 10 of 18 3-point
attempts to help the Rockets overcome a 24-0
Cleveland run that bridged the final two periods.
Russell Westbrook added 23 points, seven re-
bounds and six assists for Houston, which has
won five of its past seven games. Rookie Kevin
Porter Jr. scored a career-high 24 points to pace
the Cavaliers, while Collin Sexton chipped in 18.
Kevin Love and Clarkson scored 17 apiece, with
Love adding 11 rebounds. The Cavaliers have
dropped 14 of 15 games.

LAKERS 96 - MAGIC 87
LeBron James collected 25 points, 11 re-

bounds and 10 assists for his sixth triple-double
of the season as visiting Los Angeles posted a
victory over Orlando. Reigning Western Confer-
ence Player of the Week Anthony Davis added 16
points and 12 rebounds for the Lakers, who have
won 15 of 16 overall and 12 in a row on the road.
Aaron Gordon collected 14 points and 14 re-

bounds for his fifth double-double of the season,
but the Magic dropped their second in a row fol-
lowing a season-high four-game winning streak.

HORNETS 113 - NETS 108
Devonte’ Graham scored 27 of his career-high

40 points after halftime as Charlotte overcame a
20-point deficit and recorded a victory over
Brooklyn in New York. Graham shot 12 of 21 from
the field and hit 7 of 12 3-point attempts. He be-
came the first Hornet other than Kemba Walker
to get a 40-point game since Al Jefferson on Jan.
31, 2014, against the Los Angeles Lakers. Miles
Bridges added 14 points for Charlotte. Spencer
Dinwiddie scored 24 points for the Nets, who fell
to 9-4 without Kyrie Irving (right shoulder im-
pingement). Jarrett Allen added 21 points and 10
rebounds for Brooklyn.

PACERS 122 - CELTICS 117
Domantas Sabonis recorded 15 points and 14

rebounds, and the Indiana bench came up big in
the fourth quarter to produce a win over Boston
in Indianapolis. The Pacers handed the Celtics
just their second loss in the past eight games, but
Indiana needed to rally in the fourth quarter to
do it. The Celtics outscored the Pacers 37-23 in
the third quarter to take a 10-point lead into the
final period. Kemba Walker scored a season-
high 44 points for the Celtics, but his potential
game-tying 3-point attempt in the closing sec-
onds came up short. Malcolm Brogdon led the
Pacers with 29 points, including the final four
free throws to put the game away.

JAZZ 127 - TIMBERWOLVES 116
Donovan Mitchell scored 30 points, dished

out six assists and collected five rebounds to lift
Utah over Minnesota in Minneapolis. Rudy Gob-
ert finished with 20 points and 16 rebounds to
help the Jazz win for just the third time in nine
games. Joe Ingles added 23 points, five rebounds
and five assists. The Jazz shot 56.6 percent from
the field and 45.7 percent from 3-point range. Jeff
Teague scored 32 points and dished out six as-
sists to lead the Timberwolves. Andrew Wiggins
added 26 points while Karl-Anthony Towns fin-
ished with 21 points and 11 rebounds. Minnesota
lost its sixth straight game and gave up at least
120 points for the fifth consecutive contest.

GRIZZLIES 115 - SUNS 108
Dillon Brooks had 27 points and Jaren Jackson

Jr. had 24 and three 3-pointers as Memphis built
a 10-point lead in the fourth quarter and held on
to knock off host Phoenix. Brandon Clarke had
15 points and seven rebounds off the bench and
Ja Morant had 13 points-four in the final 43 sec-
onds-and six assists for the Grizzlies, who won
their second straight game after losing nine of 10.
Frank Kaminsky had season highs with 24 points
and four 3-pointers, Ricky Rubio had 22 points
and eight assists and Kelly Oubre Jr. had 14
points and 13 rebounds for the Suns, who were
trying to get back to .500 for the first time in
three weeks.

KNICKS 124 - WARRIORS 112 (OT)
Julius Randle capped a double-double per-

formance with a tiebreaking 3-pointer in the sec-
ond minute of overtime, helping New York give
interim coach Mike Miller his first NBA win while

snapping a 10-game losing streak in an enter-
taining victory over Golden State in San Fran-
cisco. Randle finished with 24 points and a
team-high 13 rebounds, and Marcus Morris
scored 36 points, his most since joining the
Knicks as a free agent in the offseason. 

New York rebounded from a 28-point shel-
lacking on Tuesday in Portland to deliver Miller
a win in his third game since replacing David
Fizdale. In a duel between 20-game losers and
two of the lowest-scoring teams in the league,
Draymond Green recorded a triple-double (14
points, 10 rebounds and 12 assists), while D’An-
gelo Russell scored 32 points for Golden State.
The Warriors forced the extra session by
outscoring the Knicks 9-3 in the final 40.3 sec-
onds of regulation.

BULLS 136 - HAWKS 102
Zach LaVine scored a game-high 35 points

on 12-for-16 shooting, including 7 of 7 from be-
yond the arc, and host Chicago snapped a three-
game losing streak by beating Atlanta. Lauri
Markkanen added 22 points on 8-for-9 shooting
for Chicago, which recorded a season high in
points. Coby White scored 19 points to lead the
Bulls’ reserves, while Wendell Carter Jr. notched
his 13th double-double in 26 games with 11
points and 10 rebounds. Alex Len scored 17
points off the bench to lead Atlanta, which lost
its second game in as many nights. Cam Reddish
added 16 points off the bench, and Trae Young
recorded 15 points and 13 assists despite shoot-
ing only 4 of 14 from the field and 1 of 6 from be-
yond the arc.— Reuters

Leonard leads Clippers to 
win in return to Toronto

TORONTO: Pascal Siakam #43 of the Toronto Raptors handles the ball during the game against
the LA Clippers  at the Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. — AFP

BOSTON: John Carlson scored the tiebreak-
ing goal and added an assist while teammate
T.J. Oshie had two goals as the Washington
Capitals defeated the visiting Boston Bruins 3-
2 Wednesday night. The victory continued the
Capitals’ recent string of success against
Boston. Washington now is 16-1-0 in its past
17 games versus the Bruins. The Capitals be-
came the first team in the NHL to go over 50
points, with 51 through 33 games. Goalie
Braden Holtby continued his career-long
string of success against Boston, improving to
18-3-0. He finished with 30 saves. David Pas-
trnak and Sean Kuraly scored for the Bruins,
who got 22 saves from Jaroslav Halak.

AVALANCHE 3, FLYERS 1
Mikko Rantanen scored two goals, Pavel

Francouz had 32 saves, and Colorado beat
Philadelphia in Denver. Matt Calvert also

scored to lead the Avalanche to their seventh
win in the last eight games. Claude Giroux had
a goal, and Carter Hart stopped 24 shots for
Philadelphia. The Flyers were without their
leading scorer, forward Travis Konecny, who
sustained a concussion in the 4-3 win over the
Ottawa Senators on Saturday.

CANADIENS 3, SENATORS 2 (OT)
Ben Chiarot’s goal 1:11 into overtime gave

Montreal a win over visiting Ottawa. It was the
first overtime winner of Chiarot’s six-year
NHL career, and the goal snapped a 15-game
scoreless drought for the defenseman. Mon-
treal has won four of its last five games, includ-
ing its past three in a row. Nick Cousins and
Tomas Tatar scored goals for the Canadiens,
but the Senators got the game to overtime
thanks to third-period tallies from Brady
Tkachuk and Connor Brown. Playing in his
second game for the Canadiens, rookie goalie
Cayden Primeau earned his first NHL victory
by saving 35 of 37 shots. Senators goaltender
Anders Nilsson made 26 saves. —Reuters

Caps top Bruins


