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RAWALPINDI: Heavy rain and bad light hit
the second day of the historic Test between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka in Rawalpindi yester-
day, Pakistan’s first home Test since a deadly
attack in 2009. Sri Lanka, resuming at 220-
5, had progressed to 225-5 in 7.5 overs when
heavy rain in the morning forced the teams to
have early lunch. Play was stopped for two
hours and 43 minutes but when it resumed

only 10 overs were possible with Sri Lanka
losing Niroshan Dickwella for 33 before bad
light accompanied by rain forced an early
call-off at 3:30 pm (1030 GMT).

At the close Sri Lanka were 263-6 with
Dhananjaya de Silva unbeaten on 72 and Dil-
ruwan Perera not out on two. The stop-start
play left both teams frustrated as well as
2,000 fans who had come to watch the re-
vival of Test cricket in Pakistan. When play
resumed after lunch Pakistan took the second
new ball and with it lanky pacer Shaheen
Shah Afridi removed Dickwella, caught at
gully by Babar Azam.

Dickwella, who hit four boundaries, added
67 for the sixth wicket with de Silva, thwart-
ing Pakistan’s attempts for early wickets. De
Silva has so far hit 11 boundaries in his 131-
ball stay. Earlier, the brief period of play saw
wicketkeeper Mohammad Rizwan claim a
catch to dismiss de Silva off the bowling of
16-year-old Naseem Shah, but third umpire
Richard Illingworth ruled the ball had
bounced. On the next ball de Silva completed
his half-century with two runs off Naseem,
who with 2-65 was the pick of Pakistan’s
bowlers.

The Test is the first in Pakistan since a
militant attack on the Sri Lankan team bus
killed eight people in March 2009, leading
to the suspension of international cricket in

the country as foreign teams refused to visit
over security fears. With improved security,
Pakistan hosted Zimbabwe, a World XI,
West Indies and Sri Lanka in the last four
years, but only for limited over matches. Sri

Lanka only agreed to tour after completing
a limited over tour (three one-day interna-
tionals and as many Twenty20s) in Septem-
ber-October this year under tight security
arrangements. —AFP

Historic Pakistan-Lanka 
Test hit by bad weather

RAWALPINDI: Sri Lanka’s Dhananjaya de Silva (R) plays a shot as Pakistan’s wicketkeeper Mohammad Rizwan
looks on during the second day of the first Test cricket match between Pakistan and Sri Lanka at the Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium in Rawalpindi yesterday. —AFP

Bills and Steelers face 
key playoff-race battle
NEW YORK: The Buffalo Bills have a short distance to travel for
their Sunday night game against the Pittsburgh Steelers at Heinz
Field, but they could take a huge step. With a win, the Bills (9-4)
would clinch a playoff spot. In fact, they could keep alive a shot at
the AFC East title. “We’re playing games that matter in December,”
Bills tight end Lee Smith said. “I just know we’re trying to go 1-0
against the Pittsburgh Steelers, and if that results is us locking in a
playoff spot with two games left in the season, that’s a pretty dang
good feeling. “It’s absolutely a great feeling and an awesome deal
that we kind of control (a chance at) playing games in January.”

Buffalo is coming off a 24-17 loss against the visiting Baltimore
Ravens last week that ended the Bills’ three-game winning streak.
However, Buffalo is 5-1 on the road. “It’s no secret we’ve got to go
win this game,” Bills quarterback Josh Allen said. “We’ve got to
go win the next couple games that we have, but we’re focused on
the Pittsburgh Steelers right now.” Buffalo is 7-0 when scoring
more than 17 points, but Allen and the Bills face a staunch Pitts-
burgh defense.

The Steelers (8-5) rank fifth in the NFL at 310.9 yards allowed
per game. Their defense features safety Minkah Fitzpatrick, who
is tied for the NFL lead with five interceptions, and linebacker
T.J. Watt, who is among the league leaders with 12.5 sacks.
“They’re playing extremely well, taking away the ball, sacking
the quarterback at a high rate,” Allen said. “They’ve had a really
good pass rush plan. ... It’s going to be very tough for us.” The
Steelers, who started 1-4 and lost quarterback Ben Roethlis-
berger to elbow surgery during that stretch, have won seven of
eight since then. —Reuters

Labuschagne’s century 
powers Australia to 
day one advantage
PERTH: Batsman Marnus Labuschagne stroked his third straight ma-
jestic century, as Australia took advantage of a weakened New
Zealand attack in fierce heat on the opening day of the first test yes-
terday. Australia, who won the toss and batted in the day-nighter,
reached 248 for four at stumps with Labuschagne 110 not out and
Travis Head unbeaten on 20. Labuschagne batted through the final
two sessions on a Perth Stadium pitch which was unresponsive before
coming alive under the lights.

South Africa-born Labuschagne became just the ninth Australian
batsman to notch three consecutive tons when he clubbed a six - just
his second of his 12-test career - down the ground off spinner Mitchell
Santner to add to his centuries posted against Pakistan in Brisbane
and Adelaide. He shared a 132-run third-wicket partnership with Steve
Smith (43) to grab control of the contest when conditions were at their
most oppressive. 

Stifled by disciplined New Zealand bowling and astute field place-
ments from captain Kane Williamson, Smith was unable to find fluency
and fell when he miscued a short delivery from Neil Wagner to leg gully.
While the hosts were unchanged, New Zealand were dealt a major blow
when spearhead Trent Boult failed to overcome a side strain and were
further weakened when debutant quick Lockie Ferguson was forced
off the field after injuring his right calf in the second session.  Yet New
Zealand battled manfully and clawed their way back with the pink ball
under lights, highlighted by a Tim Southee pearler to dismiss Matthew
Wade for 12 shortly before the close. An unruffled Labuschagne, how-
ever, survived through to stumps after impressively rebuilding Australia’s
innings following the dismissals of their openers in the first session. 

Colin de Grandhomme, New Zealand’s workhorse all-rounder, re-
turned to the lineup after overcoming an abdominal injury and made an

immediate impact with the wicket of Joe Burns for nine. David Warner,
fresh off his unbeaten 335 against Pakistan in Adelaide, fell in spectacular
fashion just before the tea break for 43.

He had threatened to bat through the first session but was bril-
liantly dismissed by the tireless Wagner, who plucked a sharp return
catch in his follow through. Both teams wore black armbands as a trib-
ute to the victims of New Zealand’s White Island volcano eruption.
Most of the 19,081 spectators at the 60,000-seat stadium spent much
of day one seeking refuge under the shelter of the stands with the
temperature hitting 39 degrees Celsius. New Zealand have only won
one test in Australia since their sole series triumph across the Tasman
Sea in 1985-86.  —Reuters

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at the close on the second day of the first
cricket Test between Pakistan and Sri Lanka at Rawalpindi
stadium yesterday:
Sri Lanka 1st innings
D. Karunaratne lbw b Shaheen 59
O. Fernando c Sohail b Naseem 40
K. Mendis c Rizwan b Shinwari 10
A. Mathews c Shafiq b Naseem 31
D. Chandimal b Abbas 2
D. de Silva not out 72
N. Dickwella c Azam b Shaheen 33
D. Perera not out 2
Extras: (b 5, lb 6, nb 3) 14
Total: (for six wkts; 86.3 overs) 263
Still to bat: V. Fernando, K. Rajitha, L. Kumara
Fall of wickets: 1-96 (Karunaratne), 2-109 (Fernando), 3-
120 (Mendis), 4-127 (Chandimal), 5-189 (Mathews), 6-256
(Dickwella)
Bowling: Abbas 24-9-56-1, Shaheen 19.3-7-47-2 (nb3),
Shinwari 15-4-54-1, Naseem 22-4-75-2, Sohail 3-0-12-0,
Masood 1-1-0-0, Shafiq 2-0-8-0
Pakistan: Shan Masood, Abid Ali, Azhar Ali, Babar Azam, Haris
Sohail, Asad Shafiq, Mohammad Rizwan, Usman Shinwari,
Mohammad Abbas, Naseem Shah, Shaheen Shah Afridi.

PERTH: Australia’s Marnus Labuschagne makes a run on day one of the
first Test cricket match between Australia and New Zealand at the Perth
Stadium, in Perth yesterday. —AFP


