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VANCOUVER: The world’s first fully electric
commercial aircraft took its inaugural test flight
on Tuesday, taking off from the Canadian city of
Vancouver and offering hope that airlines may
one day end their polluting emissions. “This
proves that commercial aviation in all-electric
form can work,” said Roei Ganzarski, chief exec-
utive of Seattle-based engineering firm magniX.

The company designed the plane’s motor and
worked in partnership with Harbor Air, which
ferries half a million passengers a year between
Vancouver, Whistler ski resort and nearby is-
lands and coastal communities. Ganzarski said
the technology would mean significant cost sav-
ings for airlines-not to mention zero emissions.
“This signifies the start of the electric aviation
age,” he told reporters.

Civil aviation is one of the fastest growing
sources of carbon emissions as people increas-
ingly take to the skies and new technologies
have been slow to get off the ground. At 285
grams of CO2 emitted per kilometer travelled
by each passenger, airline industry emissions far
exceed those from all other modes of transport,
according to the European Environment
Agency. The emissions contribute to global
warming and climate change, which scientists
say will unleash ever harsher droughts, super-
storms, and sea-level rise.

The e-plane-a 62-year-old, six-passenger
DHC-2 de Havilland Beaver seaplane retrofitted

with an electric motor-was piloted by Greg Mc-
Dougall, founder and chief executive of Harbor
Air. “For me that flight was just like flying a
Beaver, but it was a Beaver on electric steroids.
I actually had to back off on the power,” he said.
McDougall took the plane on a short loop along
the Fraser River near Vancouver International
Airport in front of around 100 onlookers soon
after sunrise. 

Environmentally-friendly flying 
The flight lasted less than 15 minutes, accord-

ing to an AFP journalist on the scene. “Our goal
is to actually electrify the entire fleet. There’s no
reason not to,” said McDougall. On top of fuel
efficiency, the company would save millions in
maintenance costs, as electric motors require
“drastically” less upkeep, McDougall said. How-
ever, Harbor Air will have to wait at least two
years before it can begin electrifying its fleet of
more than 40 seaplanes.

The e-plane has to be tested further to con-
firm it is reliable and safe. In addition, the electric
motor must be approved and certified by regu-
lators. In Ottawa, Transport Minister Marc Gar-
neau told reporters ahead of the maiden flight
that he had his “fingers crossed that the electric
plane will work well.” If it does, he said, “it could
set a trend for more environmentally friendly fly-
ing.” Battery power is also a challenge. An air-
craft like the one flown on Tuesday could only

fly about 100 miles on lithium battery power,
said Ganzarski.

While that’s not far, it’s sufficient for the ma-
jority of short-haul flights run by Harbor Air.
“The range now is not where we’d love it to be,
but it’s enough to start the revolution,” said Gan-
zarski, who predicts batteries and electric mo-

tors will eventually be developed to power
longer flights.  While the world waits, he said
cheaper short-haul flights powered by electric-
ity could transform the way people connect and
where they work. “If people are willing to drive
an hour to work, why not fly 15 minutes to
work?” he said. — AFP 

World first commercial electric 
aircraft takes flight in Canada

France’s pension: 
How it works and 
what will change 
PARIS: The French government on Wednesday presented the
details of a proposed pension reform plan that has triggered a
crippling seven-day-old transport strike and brought hundreds
of thousands of people onto the streets. President Emmanuel
Macron wants to replace France’s dozens of separate pension
plans with a single new points-based system that would require
many workers, particularly in the public sector, to work longer.
Here is at look at some of the proposed changes:

Retirement age 
The legal retirement age in France is 62, but millions of peo-

ple, mainly public sector workers, are covered by special
schemes that allow them to stop working earlier and/or receive
better-than-average retirement payouts. The average French per-
son retires at just over 60, three years earlier than elsewhere in
Europe, and four years before the average for wealthy nations in
the OECD, according to OECD figures. To try cut the deficit in
the pensions system and offset rising life expectancy, the govern-
ment wants people to work longer.

On Wednesday, Prime Minister Edouard Philippe unveiled
plans for a system of penalties and bonuses aimed at getting peo-
ple to continue working until 64. The changes will be introduced
very gradually, from 2025 for most workers and from 2037 for
those like train and metro drivers who currently retire in their
fifties. They will not affect the police, who will still able to retire
from the age of 52, while firefighters who can retire from 57. Other
workers with arduous jobs, such as nurses, will be allow retire be-

fore 62, as will those who start work before 20 years of age and
those who work at night.

Pension payouts 
France’s current system is one of the most generous in the

world, with pensions representing on average 75 percent of work-
ers’ pre-retirement earnings, compared to an OECD average of
58 percent. The pensions of public sector workers are based on
the last six months of their career, a more favourable system than
the private sector where the payout is based on the workers’ 25
best-paid years. The government wants to bring the public sector
in line with the private sector, causing concern among civil servants
that their pensions will shrink.  Philippe promised that the govern-
ment would put in place measures “to ensure that no-one loses
out” and that teachers’ pensions would remain unchanged. He also
promised to increase the minimum pension for the lowest-paid
workers from 980 euros to 1,000 euros and give top-ups to
women who lose income while staying home to look after children.

Quarters vs points
In another major change, the new system will be based on

points awarded for hours worked rather than quarters worked
— a system the government says will be fairer to those who
work odd jobs. Unions have however warned that an arbitrary
point, rather than a quarter, could be devalued by future admin-
istrations out to cut spending on pensions. Philippe said unions
themselves would fix the euro value of a point - the still to be
defined unit of calculating pensions - and that the government
would introduce a “golden rule” to prevent it ever going down.

Union reaction 
The main public sector unions have rejected the reforms out

of hand and vowed no let-up in the strike until they are with-
drawn. The more moderate CFDT union, which backs the move
to a single pension scheme, also slammed Wednesday’s an-
nouncements, saying attempts to get he French to work longer
“crossed a red line”. — AFP 

Huawei wins contract 
to develop German 
5G network
BERLIN: Chinese telecom giant Huawei has won a contract to
supply 5G infrastructure in Germany but the politically sensi-
tive deal is subject to government approval following US con-
cerns about snooping. Telefonica Germany, the second biggest
operator after Deutsche Telekom, said it was giving Huawei
and Finland’s Nokia an equal role in the project, calling the
two companies “proven strategic partners”.

“This cooperation... will be subject to successful security
certification of the technology and the companies in accor-
dance with the legal regulations in Germany,” Telefonica Ger-
many said in a statement. The company, a unit of Spanish giant
Telefonica, said it was “thus responding to the ongoing politi-
cal process of defining these security guidelines without de-
laying the start of the 5G roll-out”. It said it would begin the
5G upgrade next year and was hoping to supply 30 cities by
the end of 2022.

The US and other international powers have voiced con-
cerns that Huawei could be used by Beijing for spying - a
claim the company strenuously denies. Germany has so far de-
fied pressure to exclude Huawei from taking part in the bid-
ding process, insisting that it would set stringent security
conditions. But critics have accused Berlin of trying to ap-
pease China, its largest trading partner, and putting economic
interests first. Last month, Economy Minister Peter Altmaier
sparked US anger by drawing a parallel between alleged Chi-
nese and US snooping as part of the debate. — AFP

E-plane tested to confirm its reliability and safety 

RICHMOND: Harbor Air Pilot and CEO Greg McDougall flies the world’s first all-electric,
zero-emission commercial aircraft during a test flight in a de Havilland DHC-2 Beaver from
Vancouver International Airport’s South Terminal on the Fraser River in Richmond. — AFP 


