
Friday, December 13, 2019L i f e s t y l e  |  Fe a t u r e s

Friday30

An Indonesian cave painting that depicts a
prehistoric hunting scene could be the
world’s oldest figurative artwork dating

back nearly 44,000 years, a discovery that
points to an advanced artistic culture, according
to new research. Spotted two years ago on the
island of Sulawesi, the 4.5 meter wide painting
features wild animals being chased by half-
human hunters wielding what appear to be
spears and ropes, said the study published in the
journal Nature on Wednesday. 

Using dating technology, the team at Aus-
tralia’s Griffith University said it had confirmed
that the limestone cave painting dated back at
least 43,900 years during the Upper Palaeolithic
period. “This hunting scene is - to our knowl-
edge - currently the oldest pictorial record of

storytelling and the earliest figurative artwork in
the world,” researchers said.

The discovery comes after a painting of an
animal in a cave on the Indonesian island of Bor-
neo was earlier determined to have been at least
40,000 years old, while in 2014, researchers
dated figurative art on Sulawesi to 35,000 years
ago. “I’ve never seen anything like this before,”
Griffith University archaeologist Adam Brumm
told Nature. “I mean, we’ve seen hundreds of
rock art sites in this region, but we’ve never seen
anything like a hunting scene,” he added.

‘Mythological or supernatural’ 
For many years, cave art was thought to have

emerged from Europe, but Indonesian paintings
have challenged that thinking. There are at least

242 caves or shelters with ancient imagery on
Sulawesi alone, and new sites are being discov-
ered annually, the team said. In the latest dated
scene, the animals appear to be wild pigs and
small buffalo, while the hunters are depicted in
reddish-brown colours with human bodies and
the heads of animals including birds and reptiles.

The human-animal figures, known in mythol-
ogy as therianthropes, suggested that early hu-
mans in the region were able to imagine things
that did not exist in the world, the researchers
said. “We don’t know what it means, but it seems
to be about hunting and it seems to maybe have
mythological or supernatural connotations,”
Brumm was quoted as saying. A half-lion, half-
human ivory figure found in Germany that was
estimated to be some 40,000 years old was

thought to be the oldest example of theri-
anthropy, the article said.

Evolutionary history 
The Sulawesi painting, which is in poor condi-

tion, suggests that a highly advanced artistic cul-
ture existed some 44,000 years ago, punctuated
by folklore, religious myths and spiritual belief, the
team said. “(The scene) may be regarded not only
as the earliest dated figurative art in the world but
also as the oldest evidence for the communication
of a narrative in Palaeolithic art,” researchers said.
“This is noteworthy, given that the ability to invent
fictional stories may have been the last and most
crucial stage in the evolutionary history of human
language and the development of modern-like
patterns of cognition.” — AFP 

World’s oldest figurative artwork 
uncovered in an Indonesian cave

YouTube broadened its anti-harassment policies on
Wednesday to include a ban on “implied” threats along
with insults based on race, gender identity or sexual ori-

entation. “We will no longer allow content that maliciously in-
sults someone based on protected attributes such as their race,
gender expression, or sexual orientation,” global head of trust
and safety Matt Halprin said in an online post.

“This applies to everyone, from private individuals, to
YouTube creators, to public officials.” YouTube already bans
explicit threats, but now “veiled or implied” threats will be
barred as well, according to Halprin. “This includes content sim-
ulating violence toward an individual or language suggesting
physical violence may occur,” Halprin said. “No individual
should be subject to harassment that suggests violence.”

The changes stem in part from YouTube’s pledge earlier this
year to crack down on harassment by video creators. The plat-
form was berated for leaving up videos from Steven Crowder,
a right-wing commentator who regularly insulted gay Vox pro-
ducer Carlos Maza based on his sexual orientation and Cuban
heritage.  Maza’s video montage of insults from Crowder over
a period of years - including “lispy sprite” and “angry little
queer” - went viral, prompting a YouTube investigation that
concluded they didn’t violate its hate speech policies.

Problematic patterns 
In the case of Crowder’s channel, a review found that indi-

vidually, the flagged videos did not violate YouTube guidelines,
spokesman Chris Dale explained in an online post in June.
“However, in the subsequent days, we saw the widespread harm
to the YouTube community resulting from the ongoing pattern
of egregious behavior, took a deeper look, and made the deci-
sion to suspend monetization,” Dale said. He promised the plat-
form would scrutinize its harassment policies and update them.
YouTube at the time announced a ban on videos promoting or
glorifying racism and discrimination as well as those denying
well-documented violent events, like the Holocaust or the Sandy
Hook elementary school shooting.

YouTube and other sharing platforms have been under pres-
sure to filter out hateful and violent content while fending off
concerns about censorship. Early this year, YouTube said it
would stop recommending specious videos such as those
claiming the earth is flat or promoting bogus theories. But it
stopped short of banning that content. Channels that repeatedly
brush up against YouTube hate or harassment policies will be
suspended from the partner program that lets creators make
money from ads or other features, according to Halprin.

“We may also remove content from channels if they repeat-
edly harass someone,” Halprin said. “If this behavior continues,
we’ll take more severe action including issuing strikes or termi-
nating a channel altogether.” Moves by social media to filter
hateful or abusive content have prompted criticism among
right-wing activists in the United States, and President Donald
Trump has claimed that online platforms are seeking to sup-
press conservative voices. — AFP 

AChristmas satire on Netflix depicting Jesus in ‘a relationship’
has sparked a backlash in Brazil, where hundreds of thou-
sands signed a petition calling for the film to be axed. “The

First Temptation of Christ” by Brazilian comedy group Porta dos
Fundos began streaming on December 3, drawing criticism from
conservative politicians, Evangelicals and Catholics.

The teaser for the 46-minute movie says Jesus, who is turning
30, brings a “surprise guest” to meet his family. More than 760,000
people had signed a Change.org petition by Tuesday afternoon call-
ing for the film to be pulled for “seriously offending Christians.” “We
support freedom of expression, but is it worth attacking the belief
of 86 percent of the population,” tweeted Eduardo Bolsonaro, the
eldest son of Brazil’s president and a member of Congress.

Brazil remains the world’s biggest Catholic country, although
its flock has shrunk while Evangelical churches grow. Around 64
percent of the population identified as Catholics, according to the
2010 census. Henrique Soares da Costa, a bishop in the northeast-
ern state of Pernambuco, said on Facebook he had cancelled his
Netflix subscription over the film, describing it as “blasphemous,
vulgar and disrespectful.” Netflix Brazil would not comment on the
outcry when contacted by AFP. For their part, Porta dos Fundos
took to Twitter to “celebrate the success of God’s other creation:
our Christmas special.” — AFP 
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Photo shows cave art inside Bulu Sipong 4, Sulawesi, Indonesia.  — AFP Photos

This handout photography shows cave art inside Bulu Sipong 4, Sulawesi,
Indonesia. 
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