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the nomination. “Historical research and various an-
tiquities excavations have resulted in the plant’s sig-
nificant cultural and economic status in numerous
regions such as Mesopotamia, ancient Egypt and the
Arab Gulf.”

The ancient crop also faces some modern chal-
lenges. Gulf countries have fought hard to eradicate
the red palm weevil, which originally came from Asia
and was first detected in the region in the 1980s. The
beetle, which is barely a few centimeters (around an
inch) long, produces larvae that feed off palm trunks,
killing the trees. “In Gulf countries and the Middle
East, $8 million is lost each year through removal of

severely infested trees alone,” according to the FAO. 
All parts of the date palm were and are still used

in some parts of the region for shelter or to produce
a range of products, including handicrafts, mats,
rope and furniture. To celebrate and promote their
date palm heritage and palm products, some of the
submitting countries hold annual date festivals, most
notably the annual Liwa Date Festival in the UAE
and the Dates Festival in Al-Qassim in Saudi Arabia.
Both Gulf countries are among the top date ex-
porters, according to the Geneva-based Interna-
tional Trade Centre. — AFP 

An Emirati man harvests dates from a palm tree during the annual Liwa Date Festival in the western region of Liwa,
south of Abu Dhabi. 

Photo shows Palm trees at the ruins of the ancient site of Babylon, some 100 kms south of the Iraqi capital Baghdad. 

Palestinian workers pick up dates from a palm tree in the village of Jift-
lik, north of the West Bank city of Jericho, during the harvest season. 

A Palestinian man checks the harvest dates from a palm trees in Deir Al-Balah in the cen-
tral Gaza Strip. 


