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THE HAGUE: Myanmar cannot be trusted to
hold its soldiers accountable for alleged atroc-
ities against its Rohingya Muslim minority, and
measures to stop the violence need to be taken
immediately, a lawyer presenting a genocide
case against it said yesterday.

Speaking on the third and final day of hear-
ings at the International Court of Justice in the
case brought by Gambia under the 1948 Geno-
cide Convention, the west African country’s
lead lawyer repeated its demand for “provi-
sional measures” to restrain the Myanmar mil-
itary until the case is heard in full.

Paul Reichler, said Myanmar had not even
tried during the hearings to deny most of the
accusations of extreme violence made against
its military, known officially as the Tatmadaw,
nor of the mass deportation of Rohingya fol-
lowing a 2017 crackdown. Statements from
Myanmar that it was taking action to prosecute
soldiers accused of wrongdoing were incredi-
ble, he said.

“How can anyone possibly expect the Tat-
madaw to hold itself accountable for genocidal
acts against the Rohingya, when six of its top
generals including the commander-in-chief,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, have all been
accused of genocide by the UN fact-finding
mission and recommended for criminal prose-
cution,” he told the panel of 17 judges.

He was referring to the findings of UN in-
vestigators who in an August 2018 report said
the Myanmar military had carried out killings
and mass rape with “genocidal intent” in the

2017 operation. Gambia’s legal team had out-
lined graphic testimony from their report at the
first day of hearings on Tuesday. More than
730,000 Rohingya fled Myanmar to
Bangladesh after the military launched its
crackdown. The UN investigators have said
10,000 people may have been killed.

Leading the defense
Myanmar’s civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi

had led her country’s defense on Wednesday,
telling the court the military-led “clearance op-
eration” in western Rakhine State was a coun-
terterrorism response to coordinated
Rohingya militant attacks against dozens of
police stations in August 2017.

The Nobel Peace Prize laureate said that
Myanmar “actively investigates, prosecutes
and punishes soldiers and officers that are ac-
cused of wrongdoing” and argued the tribunal,
also known as the World Court, should not
have jurisdiction. She said that even if there
had been violations of humanitarian law during
what she described as an internal conflict, they
did not rise to the level of genocide and were
not covered by the 1948 convention.

Myo Nyunt, spokesman for her National
League for Democracy party, told Reuters by
telephone that Suu Kyi had presented Myan-
mar’s case “very detailed and precisely about
the complicated Rakhine issue”.

Outside the ornate Peace Palace in The
Hague that houses the court, protesters from
both sides lined up on Thursday, shouting

“Mother Suu, be healthy,” and “Aung San Suu
Kyi, shame on you” as the Myanmar delegation
left the premises.

Suu Kyi and her team will have several
hours to formulate a rebuttal and final state-
ment. The court has not set a date for a deci-
sion on provisional measures, but one could
come in January. Its decisions are binding and
not subject to appeal, though it has no means
of enforcement and countries have occasion-
ally ignored them or failed to fully adhere.

After the decision on provisional measures,
the process may continue to a full case that
could last years. Suu Kyi supporters from
Myanmar’s Buddhist majority were expected
to rally at a park in Yangon, where the hearings
were being projected on a large screen.

Rohingya Muslims in camps in Cox’s Bazar
were praying that the suit succeeds. “Aung San
Suu Kyi is a big liar...We hate her,” said Hasmat
Ali, 41, who fled to Bangladesh after the August
2017 crackdown. —Reuters
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Justice. —AFP

Singapore defends
misinformation law
after criticism
SINGAPORE: Singapore has defended a
controversial new law against misinfor-
mation that it has wielded against Face-
book, after an opposition party launched
a withering attack on the legislation. The
law gives ministers in the tightly-regu-
lated city powers to order internet plat-
forms to put warnings next to posts they
deem false, but activists fear it could be
used to stifle dissent.

Authorities used the measure twice last
month, ordering Facebook to put a correc-
tion by a post for the first time, and telling
an opposition party member to correct a
message. The opposition Progress Singa-
pore Party (PSP), which will contest elec-
tions expected within months, said the law
fell short of the values of transparency, in-
dependence and accountability.

It empowers ministers “to declare a
piece of news to be falsehood without
requiring any justification, criteria or

standards,” said the party, in a statement
on their website alongside a picture of
people with their mouths taped shut.

The PSP is among a host of small op-
position parties but they are not seen as
a threat to the People’s Action Party,
which has ruled Singapore for decades.
But in a joint statement late Wednesday,
the communications ministry and law
ministry insisted the legislation, which
came into force last month, would not
curb free speech. “Requiring a factual
statement to be posted in order to cor-
rect a false statement does not curtail
anyone’s free speech,” they said.

Google also cited the new regulation,
which prohibits adverts seeking to influ-
ence public opinion, when it announced
a ban on political ads in Singapore this
month, according to another opposition
group, the Singapore Democratic Party.

The party said the move would affect
its ability to reach out to voters in a
country where the mainstream media
usually backs the government. Singa-
pore’s government, which regularly
faces criticism for curbing civil liberties,
insists the legislation is necessary to
stop the spread of damaging falsehoods
online. —AFP

N Korea ‘ready’
to respond to
any US measure
SEOUL: North Korea’s foreign ministry criticized
the United States for convening the UN Security
Council and warned that it is ready to respond to
any corresponding measure that Washington
chooses, state media said yesterday.

“The United States said about corresponding
measure at the meeting, as we have said we have
nothing to lose and we are ready to respond to
any corresponding measure that the US choose,”
said its state news agency KCNA citing a North
Korean Foreign Ministry spokesperson.

The United States on Wednesday warned
North Korea of consequences if it makes good on
threats of a spectacular weapons test in the New
Year, while offering flexibility if it stays in talks.
Frustrated by the lack of sanctions relief after
three summits with President Donald Trump,
North Korea has vowed an ominous ‘Christmas
gift’ if the US does not come up with concessions
by the end of the year.

At the UN Security Council, the US ambassa-
dor, Kelly Craft, voiced concern that North Korea
was indicating it would test intercontinental bal-
listic missiles “which are designed to attack the
continental United States with nuclear weapons.

“Missile and nuclear testing will not bring the
DPRK greater security,” Craft said, referring to
the North by its official name, the Democratic

People’s Republic of Korea. “We trust that the
DPRK will turn away from further hostility and
threats, and instead make a bold decision to en-
gage with us,” she said.

Hinting at further sanctions, Craft said: “If
events prove otherwise, we, this Security Council,
must all be prepared to act accordingly.” She
called North Korea’s persistent shorter-range tests
“deeply counterproductive” and, in an unusually
direct condemnation by the United States, said
they violated UN Security Council resolutions.
Craft appeared to rule out meeting North Korea’s
demands for an offer in the year’s final weeks, say-
ing: “Let me be clear: The United States and the
Security Council have a goal — not a deadline.”

But she said the United States, which used its
presidency of the Security Council to convene the
meeting, wanted to work toward a deal. “We re-
main ready to take actions in parallel, and to si-
multaneously take concrete steps towards this
agreement,” Craft said. “We are prepared to be
flexible in how we approach this matter.”

Trump has hailed his relationship with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un after his break-
through summit last year in Singapore and two
subsequent meetings. Trump, who has boasted
that he prevented war, has said he would be “sur-
prised” if North Korea acted in a hostile manner.

But North Korea — which did not partici-
pate in Wednesday’s session — has shown frus-
tration since February’s eagerly awaited summit
in Hanoi ended in stalemate. The two countries
met in Stockholm in October to start working-
level talks, though North Korea denounced the
meeting, accusing the United States of not of-
fering anything. —Agencies


