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JERSEY CITY: US authorities held back
Wednesday from characterizing a firefight
that left six people including two suspects
dead in a New York suburb as motivated by
anti-Semitism, as the local mayor confirmed
the assailants targeted a kosher grocery store.

On Tuesday two shooters — one of them
female — stormed the deli in Jersey City,
across the river from lower Manhattan,
killing two customers and a cashier before
they died in a hail of police gunfire. The
now-deceased suspects — identified as
David Anderson, 47, and Francine Graham,
50, who reportedly lived together — had
earlier shot dead a police officer at a ceme-
tery near the market.

The state’s attorney general, Gurbir
Grewal, stopped short of calling the shooting
anti-Semitic.

“We are working to learn more about the
shooters’ motivations, and whether anyone
besides the two gunmen may have been
involved,” he said. Hours earlier Jersey City
mayor Steven Fulop said that analysis of sur-
veillance footage showed a targeted murder.

“After extensive review of our CCTV sys-
tem it has now become clear from the cam-
eras that these two individuals targeted the
kosher grocery,” Fulop tweeted. “I’m Jewish
and proud to live in a community like
#JerseyCity that has always welcomed
everyone... Hate and anti-semitism have nev-
er had a place here in JC and will never have
a place in our city.”

Hundreds of police, including tactical offi-
cers armed with rifles and wearing olive-
green fatigues and helmets, were deployed
during the hours-long drama. State Governor

Phil Murphy said that there was “no ongoing
security concern,” but did say he had spoken
with the Consul General of Israel in New
York. “An attack on our Jewish community —
or for that matter, on any community... is an
attack against all nine million of us who are
proud to call ourselves New Jerseyans,” he
told reporters.

‘Still under shock’
Investigators discovered a live pipe bomb

in the shooters’ van, officials said Wednesday,
along with “other items” they declined to dis-
cuss. According to The New York Times, cit-
ing a law enforcement official, investigators
had also found a “manifesto-style note” that
did not suggest a clear motive.

Two members of the area’s Hasidic com-
munity were killed inside the market: the
store owner’s wife and a customer, according
to Grewal. A store worker also died in the
shootout. One other person in the store was
wounded by a gunshot.

When the assailants entered the deli
more than 50 children aged five to 12 were
in an adjoining synagogue, said Yossi
Steinmetz, who ran inside the place of wor-
ship when shots rang out. “I don’t feel safe
at the moment; I’m still under shock,” he
told AFP Wednesday. 

Many families have moved to the area,
mostly from Brooklyn where rents are higher,
said Rabbi Moshe Schapiro of the Chabad
Lubavitch in Hoboken, a municipality just
north of Jersey City. “The people I talked to,
they were not afraid,” Schapiro said. “We
don’t take anything for granted — but they
feel the law enforcement takes care.”

‘High alert’ in NYC
Citing a “crisis of anti-Semitism gripping”

the nation and the city, New York Mayor Bill
de Blasio said the attack should be taken as
“a warning sign.”

“We have to understand, as I’ve heard
from so many members of the Jewish commu-
nity, that people are now living in constant
fear,” the mayor told journalists. “Members of
the Jewish community have told me they no
longer feel comfortable wearing anything that
is a symbol of their faith for fear of an attack.”

He directed officers to assume a “state of
high alert,” increasing police presence in
Jewish areas. He also announced a new unit

focused on identifying racially and ethnically
motivated extremism.

New York is home to the largest Jewish
community outside of Israel. Attacks against
Jewish targets have been on the rise across
the United States, especially in the densely
populated New York metropolitan area.

A report in April  from the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL) stated that the
number of anti-Semitic attacks in 2018 was
close to the record of 2017, with 1,879 inci-
dents. Last year a white supremacist
walked into a Pittsburgh synagogue, and
killed 11 people, the deadliest attack ever
committed against the Jewish community in
the United States. — AFP

Authorities stop short of dubbing
US kosher deli attack anti-Semitic

JERSEY CITY, NJ: Members of the Jewish community gather around the JC Kosher Supermarket
on December 11, 2019 in Jersey City, New Jersey. — AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump
celebrated the Jewish festival of Hanukkah on
Wednesday with a controversial change to the
definition of Judaism — a move that will allow
clamping down on boycotts of Israel. “I will
always stand with our treasured friend and ally
the state of Israel,” Trump told a gathering in
the White House’s ceremonial East Room.

Trump, who calls himself the most pro-
Israeli US president in history, used the annual
event to reinforce his determined effort to win
over traditionally pro-Democratic American
Jewish voters ahead of next year’s presidential
election. Trump signed an executive order,
which bypasses Congress, that essentially
redefines Judaism as both a nationality as well
as a religion.

The seemingly academic change will have
the important legal effect of allowing the gov-
ernment to clamp down on a boycott move-
ment spreading on university campuses against
Israel over its treatment of Palestinians. Trump
said the order was to “combat anti-Semitism”
and “applies to institutions that traffic in anti-
Semitic hate.”

Specifically the order is aimed at quashing
the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment, which has growing support on campuses,
by forcing universities to block the movement
or face a cut in government funds. “Our mes-
sage to universities,” Trump said, is “if you
want to accept the tremendous amount of fed-
eral dollars you get every year, you must reject
anti-Semitism.”

Activists say the BDS movement is a grass-
roots effort to punish Israel for its occupation
of Palestinian lands. The Israeli government
says it is based on anti-Semitism. Trump’s
executive order tweaks existing civil rights leg-
islation so that the government can intervene in
BDS cases, because Judaism will now be clas-
sified not only as a national entity.

“President Trump’s order makes it clear that
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 applies
to anti-Semitic discrimination based on race,
color, or national origin,” the White House said
in a statement. “This action further demon-
strates the unwavering commitment of
President Trump and his Administration to
combating all forms of anti-Semitism.” — AFP

Trump stirs controversy
with new Judaism definition

NEWTOWN, Connecticut: Families of vic-
tims in the Sandy Hook school massacre that
killed 20 children and six adults will get their
day in court about nine years from the shoot-
ing. A trial date in September 2021 has been
set for the lawsuit brought by them against
Remington Arms Co over its marketing of the
assault-style rifle used in the shooting.

“After nearly five years of legal maneuver-
ing by Remington, we will finally discover
what went on behind closed doors that led to
the company’s reckless marketing of the
Bushmaster AR-15,” Josh Koskoff, a lawyer
for the victims, said in a statement.

The lawsuit was filed in 2014 by the family
members of nine people slain and one sur-
vivor of the 2012 massacre. Superior Court
Judge Barbara Bellis in Waterbury,
Connecticut set the court date after about
two hours of talks with lawyers for both sides.
“The families’ faith in the legal system has
never wavered and they look forward to pre-
senting their case to a Connecticut jury”,
Koskoff added.

Remington did not immediately respond to

a Reuters request for comment outside regu-
lar working hours. The plaintiffs have argued
that the Bushmaster AR-15 gun - a semi-
automatic civilian version of the US military’s
M-16 - had been illegally marketed by the
company to civilians as a combat weapon for
waging war and killing human beings.

The company has argued that it should be
insulated from the lawsuit by a 2005 federal
law known as the Protection of Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act, which was aimed at
blocking a wave of lawsuits damaging to the
firearms industry. Connecticut’s highest court,
in a 4-3 ruling, said in March that families of
the schoolchildren gunned down in the mas-
sacre can sue Remington.

The company appealed that ruling to the
United States Supreme Court, which last month
declined to shield the gun maker from the law-
suit. The Dec 14, 2012 rampage was carried out
by 20-year-old Adam Lanza, who shot his way
into the Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Connecticut and fired on first-
graders and adult staff before fatally shooting
himself as police closed in. — Reuters

Sandy Hook families to get day
in court against gunmaker


