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WASHINGTON: Democrats warned that US
President Donald Trump was on the verge of
dictatorship while Republicans fiercely
defended his record at the opening of a
stormy, historic debate on impeachment
charges Wednesday.

The parties held tightly to diametrically
opposed views of Trump as they weighed arti-
cles of impeachment at the beginning of a two-
day debate. Trump is alleged to have wielded
the power of the presidency for personal and
political gain by pressuring Ukraine to inter-
fere in the 2020 US election.

There is little question about the outcome in
the House Judiciary Committee: by the end of
the week the majority-Democrat panel is
expected to approve the charges and send
them to the entire House of Representatives
for passage next week.

But lawmakers in the televised hearing
appeared focused on speaking to voters,
whose sentiment will be crucial if, as expected,
Trump goes on trial in the US Senate in
January. In a grave voice, Democratic commit-
tee chairman Jerry Nadler opened the hearing.
“Today we begin consideration of two articles
of impeachment against President Donald J.
Trump,” he said.

“Taken together, the two articles charge
President Trump with placing his private
political interests above our national security,
above our free and fair elections, and above
our ability to hold public officials account-
able,” he said. “If the president can first abuse
his power and then stonewall all congression-
al requests for information, Congress cannot
fulfill its duty to act as a check and balance

against the Executive — and the president
becomes a dictator.”

Charges ‘generic, vague’
Doug Collins, the senior Republican on the

committee, argued that Democrats have been
seeking to impeach Trump ever since he came
into office in January 2017, and have no clear
case beyond “abuse of power.”

“It’s just generic vague statements,” Collins
said. “You go home and pick something you
don’t like about the president, and there’s your
abuse of power. This is as much about political
expediency as it is anything else, and that
should never be an article of impeachment.”

Trump faces becoming only the third presi-
dent in US history to be impeached and placed
on trial in the Senate. He is accused of pressur-
ing Ukraine for help against his Democratic
challenger Joe Biden ahead of next year’s
national elections, and holding up military aid
to the country which it needed to face Russian
aggression, unless it did his bidding.

Republicans stick behind Trump 
With the committee’s 40 members speaking

one by one, alternating by party, Republicans
were united in claiming there was no evidence
to support the charges. Jim Jordan said
Democrats were simply refighting their 2016
election loss and hated Trump. “This is about
one basic fact: the Democrats have never
accepted the will of the American people,” he
said. “They don’t like the 63 million people who
voted for this president.”

But Democrats clung to statements of
principles, warning not to let Trump get away

with inviting foreign interference in a US
election. “Will we hold the president
accountable, or will we serve as his accom-
plices?” asked Hank Johnson. 

Most indications are that the Republican
majority in the Senate will ultimately protect
Trump from conviction and removal. But
impeachment could mar his record as presi-
dent and affect his reelection chances in
November 2020.

At a political rally in Hershey, Pennsylvania on
Tuesday, he ridiculed the charges. “Everybody

said, ‘This is impeachment light,’” Trump said,
adding “there are no crimes” and Democrats are
just trying to win the next election.  Nadler’s
opening statement earlier in the evening said
three questions should frame the members’
debate: “First, does the evidence show clearly
that the President committed these acts?
Second, do they rise to the level of impeachable
high crimes and misdemeanors? Third, what are
the consequences for our national security, for
the integrity of our elections, and for our country
if we fail to act?” —  AFP

Trump impeachment debate 
opens with fiery partisan battle

WASHINGTON: US Representative Jim Jordan (C) (R-OH) delivers opening remarks during the House
Judiciary Committee’s markup of House Resolution 755, Articles of Impeachment Against President
Donald J Trump on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, on December 11, 2019. — AFP

WASHINGTON/VIENNA: Underscoring US lawmakers’
continuing unhappiness with Russia, a Senate committee on
Wednesday advanced legislation seeking to hamper Russian
energy pipelines and boosting NATO but delayed voting on a
measure nicknamed the “sanctions bill from hell” that would
punish Moscow for meddling in the 2016 US election.

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved
four energy bi l ls , including the “Energy Security
Cooperation with Allied Partners in Europe Act of 2019,”
which opposes Russia’s Nord Stream 2 pipeline, encour-
ages NATO countries not to buy Russian gas and expe-
dites US natural gas exports.

The bill also calls on President Donald Trump to impose
sanctions under existing law for sales of equipment or invest-
ment used for the construction of Russian energy export
pipelines. That vote, like the others, sent the act to the full
Senate, but there has been no indication yet of when the
chamber’s Republican leaders would allow votes given the
crowded schedule as the year nears its close.

The legislation must pass the full Senate and House of
Representatives before they can be sent for Trump to sign into
law or veto. Lawmakers, including some of Trump’s fellow

Republicans, have been pushing the president to take a harder
stance against Russia over election interference, aggression
toward Ukraine and involvement in Syria’s civil war.

The committee also approved an act directing the State
Department to prioritize assistance in developing European
energy infrastructure. And it passed legislation that would
require State to determine whether Russia should be desig-
nated a state sponsor of terrorism, as well as a measure
requiring congressional approval if the president seeks to
withdraw from NATO.

“We are aware of the political debates as well as of the
ongoing legal procedure in the US Congress,” a spokesman
for Nord Stream 2 said. “We cannot comment on any implica-
tions for our project.”

Rainer Seele, CEO of Austrian energy company OMV,
which is a financial partner with Russia’s Gazprom and others
in Nord Stream 2, has condemned the bill. “Sanctions against
Nord Stream 2 are a hit to Europe and Germany, a close ally
(of the United States). It’s time for Berlin and Brussels to take
a clear political stance and to retaliate,” Seele said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

Nord Stream 2, which will double the existing Nord
Stream’s capacity from its current 55 billion cubic metres
of gas a year, is owned by Gazprom, which is taking on
half of the planned costs of 9.5 billion euros. The rest is
divided among five European energy companies - OMV,
Germany’s Uniper and Wintershall, Royal Dutch Shell and
France’s Engie. — Reuters

US Senate panel backs
Russia energy bills

WASHINGTON: A Texas man who killed a prison
officer was executed late Wednesday, bringing to 22
the number of people put to death in the US this year.
Travis Runnels, 46, was pronounced dead at 7:26 pm
(0126 GMT), the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice said, after a lethal injection at Huntsville prison
north of Houston.

Runnels made no final statement, the department said.
Just minutes earlier, the US Supreme Court had rejected
a stay of execution request. Runnels had received a 70-
year jail sentence in 1997 for armed robbery.

In 2003, he slashed the throat of a prison supervisor,
Stanley Wiley. Two years later he pleaded guilty to the
killing and was sentenced to death. His lawyers later
sought to have the penalty reversed. They said mitigating
factors about his childhood were not introduced in the
trial, and that an expert witness, A P Merillat, gave false
testimony. — AFP

Murderer becomes
22nd person executed
in US this year


