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MOSCOW:  Russia said yesterday it was ex-
pelling two German diplomats, in a tit-for-tat
move after Berlin ejected two Russians over
the killing of a former Chechen commander in
a Berlin park. Germany immediately protested
the move, warning that Berlin could take “fur-
ther action” in the escalating row. 

“As a retaliatory measure, the Russian side
has decided to declare two employees of the
German embassy in Russia ‘persona non
grata’,” the Russian foreign ministry said in a
statement, giving them seven days to leave.

The ministry made the announcement after
summoning German Ambassador Geza An-
dreas von Geyr and issuing a formal diplo-
matic protest over the “groundless” expulsion
of Russia’s Berlin-based diplomats.

Germany expelled the Russians last week
after prosecutors said Moscow could be be-
hind the murder of Zelimkhan Khangoshvili, a
40-year-old Georgian national. Khangoshvili
was shot twice in the head at close range in
Kleiner Tiergarten park in August, allegedly
by a Russian man who was arrested shortly
afterwards.

The case has been compared with the poi-
soning of former Russian agent Sergei Skripal
in Britain last year with a Soviet-era nerve
agent, which plunged relations between Lon-
don and Moscow into a deep freeze. German
federal prosecutors have said they have evi-

dence to suggest that the killing was carried
out on behalf of the state agencies of Russia
or Chechnya. Germany’s foreign ministry said
Russia’s decision to expel the diplomats was
“unjustified”.

“A serious and immediate cooperation of
the Russian authorities is urgently required,”
a ministry spokeswoman said, warning that the
German government could “take further ac-
tion in this matter.”

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said the
German envoys’ expulsion was an “unavoid-
able” retaliatory measure and voiced hope
that the move would not negatively affect ties.

Peskov said that Russia had earlier re-
quested that Germany extradite Khangoshvili,
claiming that European countries still har-
boured “a lot of people involved in terror acts”
and killings in the volatile Caucasus.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, speaking
in Paris on Monday, described Khangoshvili
as a “fighter, very cruel and bloody” who has
fought with separatists against Russian’s
forces in the Caucasus and also been involved
in bombing attacks on the Moscow metro.

He said Moscow was ready to help Ger-
many in the investigation. The suspect in the
killing was said to be riding a bicycle and was
seen by witnesses afterwards throwing the
bike and a stone-laden bag with a gun into a
river. German police also recovered a wig he

was alleged to have used. Chancellor Angela
Merkel has said Germany had acted “because
we have not seen Russia supporting us in
clearing up this murder”.

German police named the alleged killer as

Vadim S. and the investigative website
Bellingcat said the suspect was 54-year-old
Vadim Krasikov, who grew up in Kazakhstan
when it was part of the Soviet Union before
moving to Siberia. — AFP

LONDON: A reformed prisoner who fought London Bridge
assailant Usman Khan with a fire extinguisher said yesterday
he was ready to die because he believed the attacker wore a
live suicide belt.

Khan killed two people and wounded three while on con-
ditional release from prison in the November 29 knife attack.
He was shot dead by police while wearing what proved to be
a fake explosives vest on the iconic bridge in the heart of the
UK capital. Khan had been serving a 16-year prison sentence
for an Al-Qaeda-inspired plot to attack central London and
was freed after being deemed to no longer be a risk to the pub-
lic. He was prevented from causing more harm by Londoners
who jumped on him before the police arrived, tackling him to
the ground and hitting him with whatever was at hand.

John Crilly, 48, who served eight years in prison for murder
in a botched burglary, was attending a class for reformed con-
victs at the time of the attack, which came in the heat of
Britain’s general election campaign.

He told the BBC that he acted on “instinct” and “was
screaming at (Khan) to blow it (the belt)... calling his bluff.” “I
was prepared to probably lose my life,” he said. Khan had
taken part in the same convict rehabilitation programme as
Crilly during some of his time in jail.

Crilly said he first tried bring down Khan with a wooden
lecturn he grabbed from Fishmongers’ Hall, where the class was
being held, before using the fire extinguisher. “The spray dis-
tracted him,” he told the BBC. — AFP
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71 killed in Niger
military camp: 
Defence ministry
NIAMEY: Hundreds of jihadists attacked a Niger military camp
near the border with Mali with shelling and mortars, killing 71 sol-
diers, the defence ministry said Wednesday. Tuesday’s attack in
Inates in the western Tillaberi region was the deadliest on Niger’s
military since the country’s Islamist militant violence began in 2015.

“Sadly, we regret to announce the following toll: 71 military
personnel killed, 12 injured. Others missing,” the defence ministry
said in a statement aired on national television. The attack was
carried out by “heavily armed terrorists estimated to number
many hundreds”, the statement said, adding that “a substantial
number of terrorists were neutralised”.

The fighting lasted three hours, combining artillery fire with
“the use of kamikaze vehicles by the enemy”.  An earlier toll from
a security source put the number killed in the assault at more than
60. “The terrorists bombarded the camp with shelling and mor-
tars,” that source said. “The explosions from ammunition and fuel
were the cause of the heavy toll.” The source did not say which
group was responsible for the deadly assault.

Niger forces are fighting against Boko Haram militants on the
southeast border with Nigeria and jihadists allied with the Islamic
State in the west near Mali and Libya. Niger President Issoufou
Mahamadou cut short a visit to a peace and security conference
in Egypt to return to Niamey, the presidency said on Twitter.

Army reinforcements were rushed to the scene and the situa-
tion on Wednesday was “under control” the defence ministry said,
stressing that a search for the assailants was under way, though
they had “fled beyond our borders”.

Tuesday’s attack prompted French President Emmanuel
Macron to postpone a meeting scheduled for next week in the
southwestern French town of Pau, where he and five presidents

from the Sahel were due to discuss security in the region. The
meeting will now take place early next year. Niger is part of a five-
nation anti-jihadist task force known as the G5, set up in 2014
with Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania and Chad. Three Niger sol-
diers and 14 militants were also killed on Monday in an attack on
another army post in Agando in the western Tahoua region, the
defence ministry said. Heavily armed “terrorists” in a dozen 4x4
vehicles led the attack early Monday morning on the military post
in Tahoua, the ministry statement said.

Niger’s council of ministers has extended for another three
months a state of emergency in place since 2017 in several de-
partments to fight against jihadist attacks, handing additional
powers to security forces. Thousands of civilians and soldiers have
died in violence across the vast Sahel region, which began when
armed Islamists revolted in northern Mali in 2012. — AFP

MESEBERG: File photo taken on August 18, 2018, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Russian
President Vladimir Putin chat as they pose for the media at Schloss Meseberg castle in Meseberg.
Russia said yesterday it was expelling two German diplomats, in a tit-for-tat move after Berlin
ejected two Russians over the killing of a former Chechen commander in a Berlin. — AFP

Toll rises to 16 from
Ukraine college fire
KIEV: Firefighters have pulled two more bodies from a col-
lege building in Ukraine’s southern port of Odessa that
burned in a spectacular fire last week, authorities said yes-
terday, bringing the number of dead to 16.

Prosecutors have arrested the director of the college on
charges of professional negligence and placed her under
house arrest. The bodies of the last two people missing fol-
lowing the fire were found late on Wednesday, the emer-
gency services said in a statement.

Firefighters spent eight days combing through the debris
of the six-storey building, which caught fire last Wednesday.
Another 30 people were injured in the blaze, with eight still
in hospital as of yesterday. The College of Economics, Law,
and the Hotel and Restaurant Business is in central Odessa
and has some 400 graduates per year. — AFP


