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KHARTOUM: A verdict in the corruption trial of
Sudan’s deposed president Omar al-Bashir is ex-
pected to be delivered tomorrow, months after
his ouster in April in the face of unprecedented
mass protests.

Bashir has been on trial in a Khartoum court
since August on charges of illegally acquiring and
using foreign funds. The ex-president, who ruled
Sudan with an iron fist for 30 years, was toppled
by the army on April 11 after months of demon-
strations triggered by an acute economic crisis.

The verdict is the first faced by the veteran
leader, and if found guilty, the offences could land
him behind bars for more than a decade.

Bashir has appeared at several hearings in the
trial, following the proceedings from inside a
metal cage wearing the traditional Sudanese
white jalabiya and turban.

At the start of the trial, judge Sadeq Abdel-
rahman said authorities had seized 6.9 million
euros as well as $351,770 and 5.7 million Su-
danese pounds ($128,000) from Bashir’s home.

While the former president admitted to hav-
ing received $90 million from Saudi leaders, the
trial concerns only $25 million of these funds re-
ceived shortly before his ouster from Saudi Ara-
bia’s de facto ruler Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman. Bashir said the money seized from his
home was the remainder of $25 million.

The funds, he said, formed part of Sudan’s
strategic relations with Saudi Arabia and were
“not used for private interests but as donations”.

Bashir’s lawyer Mohamed al-Hassan told re-
porters the ex-president’s defence does not see
the trial as a legal case, but as “a political case”. 

Sudan is one of the countries worst affected
by corruption in the world, coming in at 172 out
of 180 in watchdog group Transparency Interna-
tional’s global ranking.

According to Adam Rashid, deputy secre-
tary-general of the Darfur Bar Association, a
group of Sudanese lawyers, the ex-president
should be tried for his crimes, “small or large”. 

For him, this trial for corruption is “a very
small case compared with the crimes committed
by Bashir”, he said, adding, “the victims of his
crimes in Darfur, they don’t care about this case”. 

The trial does not concern the weighty
charges against Bashir levied by The Hague-
based International Criminal Court (ICC) over
the past decade. 

Bashir is wanted by the ICC for his alleged
role in the Darfur war that broke out in 2003 as
ethnic minority rebels took up arms against
Bashir’s then Arab-dominated government, ac-
cusing it of marginalising the region economi-
cally and politically.

Khartoum applied what rights groups say was
a scorched earth policy against ethnic groups
suspected of supporting the rebels — raping,
killing, looting and burning villages.

The ICC has accused Bashir of genocide, war
crimes and crimes against humanity for his role
in the conflict that left around 300,000 people
dead and 2.5 million displaced, according to the
United Nations.

After Bashir was toppled, ICC prosecutors
asked that he stand trial for the killings in Darfur.
But Khartoum has not yet authorised his extra-
dition.  The army generals who initially seized

power after the president’s fall refused to hand
75-year-old Bashir over to the ICC, based in The
Hague. 

Although Sudan has not ratified the Rome
Statute, the founding document of the ICC, it has
a legal obligation to arrest heads of state whose
alleged crimes fall under the court’s mandate.

The umbrella protest movement Forces of
Freedom and Change, have already indicated

they have no objection to extradition. Meanwhile,
on November 12, Sudanese authorities filed
charges against Bashir and some of his aides for
“plotting” the 1989 coup that brought him to
power. In May, the attorney general said Bashir
had been charged with the deaths of those killed
during the anti-regime demonstrations that led
to his ouster, without specifying when he would
face trial. — AFP

Turkey builds Libya 
ties in reaction to 
regional rivals
ANKARA: Turkey’s recent moves with Libya — threatening troop
deployments and signing a contentious maritime deal — are aimed
at shoring up a rare regional ally and preserving access to gas
supplies, analysts say.

Ankara has been one of the staunchest supporters of the be-
leaguered Government of National Accord (GNA) in Tripoli, a re-
lationship that has deepened in the face of an assault to seize the
Libyan capital by military strongman Khalifa Haftar since April.

As in Syria, the Libyan conflict has become a battle for influ-
ence between regional players, with Turkey’s bitterest rivals, Egypt
and the United Arab Emirates, backing Haftar’s Libyan National
Army. The issue returned to the spotlight after Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan welcomed the head of the GNA, Prime
Minister Fayez al-Sarraj, to Istanbul last month to sign military and
maritime agreements.

“Turkey has found itself a natural ally of the GNA. They share
the same opponents in different theatres,” said Anas El Gomati,
director of Tripoli-based think tank, Sadeq Institute, noting the
“commercial and political” reasons behind Ankara’s support.

“Sarraj has no real force of his own... He badly needs Turkish
support to have any chance of counterbalancing Haftar,” added
Libya specialist Alison Pargeter, of Kings College London.

The maritime deal — which divides much of the Eastern
Mediterranean between Turkey and Libya — is particularly im-
portant given the recent discovery of vast gas reserves that has
triggered an exploration scramble between adjacent states and in-

ternational oil companies. Greece responded angrily to the
Turkey-Libya deal, expelling the Libyan ambassador and urging
the UN to condemn it. Turkey already faces European Union
sanctions over ships searching for oil and gas off Cyprus, whose
government in Nicosia is not recognised by Turkey. Analysts say
the agreement was a response to Turkey being frozen out by oth-
ers in the region. 

Earlier this year, energy ministers from Cyprus, Greece, Egypt,
Israel, Jordan, Italy and the Palestinian territories agreed to create
the “East Mediterranean Gas Forum” without Turkey. “Turkey
fears that it is being boxed in from its southern flank, faced with
plans for a future gas pipeline to link Cypriot gas fields with Eu-
ropean markets,” said Ege Seckin, an analyst focusing on Turkey
at IHS Markit.

“The maritime boundaries drawn under the deal cover an area
that reaches from southwest Turkey to northeast Libya, cutting
across the planned route for this pipeline.” Libya’s GNA is the only
international partner that supports Ankara’s maritime borders.

“If Haftar won the civil war in Libya, Turkey would find itself
with no other branch to hold on in the eastern Mediterranean,” said
Seckin.  To forestall that outcome, Erdogan said this week that he
was ready to send troops if they were requested by Sarraj’s gov-
ernment in Tripoli. A UN report said last month several countries
were already violating the arms embargo on Libya in place since
the overthrow of its long-time dictator Moamer Kadhafi in 2011. 

Jordan and the UAE regularly supply Haftar’s forces, while
Turkey supported the GNA, the report said. Turkish and Emirati
drones were spotted in Libyan skies during clashes this summer.

Erdogan has said Turkey may hold patrols in the Mediter-
ranean, which Secken said could include waters around the Greek
island of Crete.  Another motivating factor, added Seckin, is that
Turkey sees Haftar as “a Libyan copy” of Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi. Erdogan strongly backed Egypt’s Muslim Brother-
hood government that was overthrown by Sisi in 2013, and they
have been bitter rivals since. — AFP

New rocket attack
targets Iraq base
housing US troops
BAGHDAD: Two rockets were fired at a military base near
Baghdad airport housing US troops, the 10th such attack
since late October, the Iraqi army said yesterday.

There were no casualties in the overnight attack, which
follows one on the same base on Monday which wounded six
members of Iraq’s elite US-trained counterterrorism force,
two of them critically, the army said.

Washington has expressed mounting concern about the
flurry of attacks on US bases and diplomatic missions, several
of which it has blamed on Shiite militia groups trained by its
foe and rival for influence Tehran.

Security sources have linked at least one attack last week
to Kataib Hezbollah, a powerful Shiite faction close to Tehran
and blacklisted by Washington. Iran holds vast sway in Iraq,
especially among the more hardline elements of the Hashed al-
Shaabi, a paramilitary force largely made up of Shiite militias.

A US defence official told AFP the rocket attacks made
the Hashed a bigger security threat to American troops in
Iraq than the Islamic State group, the jihadist movement
which the US has vowed to help Baghdad wipe out.

On Friday, the United States imposed sanctions on three
senior Hashed figures. Tensions between Iran and the US
have soared since Washington pulled out of a landmark nu-
clear agreement with Tehran last year and reimposed crip-
pling sanctions. — AFP

Sudan’s deposed Bashir faces 
verdict in corruption case

KHARTOUM: File photo taken on April 1, 2019, Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir addresses
parliament in the capital Khartoum. A verdict in the corruption trial of Sudan’s deposed pres-
ident Omar al-Bashir is expected to be delivered tomorrow. — AFP


