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Peace, security top priority of
UN General Assembly presidency 

By Ben Garcia  

KUWAIT: The issue of peace and security is
the top priority for the presidency of the UN
General Assembly under the leadership of Am-
bassador Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, current
President of the 74th Session of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly. In a lecture entitled ‘The Priori-
ties of Presidency of UN General Assembly’
conducted yesterday at the Saud Al-Sabah
Kuwait Diplomatic Institute in Dasman, he said
that the number one issue all over the world will
always be about ‘peace and security.’ “Imagine
a world without the United Nations; We may
have common problems and different interests,
but we are able to see and find connectedness,
a very important one due to politics. But obvi-
ously as an organization of nations, the United
Nations has a common interest to solve prob-
lems like climate change, migration, health pan-
demics, nuclear proliferation, etc. Ultimately we
do need the United Nations to give nations a
sense of order,” he said.  

The lecture was moderated by Ambassador
Abdulazeez Al-Sharikh, the Director General
of Saud Al-Sabah Kuwait Diplomatic Institute.
Several dignitaries attended the event. “As your

current president of the 74th Session of the
UN General Assembly, my priority is dealing
with the issue of peace and security; promot-
ing international peace and security especially
conflict prevention-and on this, I fully agree
with Secretary-General Antonio Guterres that
conflict prevention is key, rather than reacting
to them at great cost to human life and re-
sources,” he said.

In addition, he also mentioned priorities on
how to strengthen global action to tackle cli-
mate change, which is integral to the effective
implementation of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals which include accentuating inclu-
sion, human rights, and the empowerment of
youth and women. He also aspired to eradicate
poverty and hunger, and improve quality edu-
cation.  “When we say ‘leave no one behind’
within the context of the implementation of the
[Sustainable Development] Goals, we must
start by ensuring that the most vulnerable
among us do not go hungry and have a fair
chance to live meaningful, well-informed and
dignified lives,” he added.

Bande, who is from Nigeria, was elected
President of the 74th session of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly on June 4, 2019, and succeeded

Marria Fernanda Espinosa, whose term offi-
cially ended in September 2019.  In his mes-
sage after his election, he said: “We will
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the cre-
ation of the United Nations next year. This
presents a unique opportunity for us to reduce

the trust deficit between nations, as we all
share the same aspirations and have no choice
but to work together. If we will achieve the vi-
sions of our founding fathers, we must ensure
that indifference and cynicism do not creep
into our organization.”

KUWAIT: Ambassador Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, current President of the 74th Session of the
UN General Assembly, (left) attends a lecture at the Saud Al-Sabah Kuwait Diplomatic Institute
yesterday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh  

PARIS: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to UNESCO Dr Adam Al-Mulla
has welcomed UNESCO adding of Kuwait’s date palm production and re-
lated cultural activities on its list of intangible heritage, describing it as a
new achievement for Kuwait. Mulla noted that Kuwaiti cadres’ participation
in many educational and training workshops helped build capabilities of
those who prepared the file presented to UNESCO. The Department of An-
tiquities and Museums of Kuwait’s National Council for Culture, Arts and
Literature had participated in compiling the joint Arab file about date palm,
knowledge, skills, traditions and practices, he said. Palm trees had left a cul-
tural legacy in the Arab region that deserved recognition from international
organizations, he argued.

Mulla noted that Kuwait is preparing new dossiers to be presented to
UNESCO in 2020. Earlier, UNESCO announced adding Kuwait and several
other Arab countries to its list of Intangible Heritage, specifically for date
palm production and associated cultural activities. In a press statement,
UNESCO pointed out that the Intergovernmental Committee meeting in
Bogota, Colombia, selected nine cultural activities to be part of elements
added to the “Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Hu-
manity.” UNESCO said that in the 14 submitting States, which included the
State of Kuwait, “the date palm has given rise over centuries to numerous
associated crafts, professions and traditions.”

Those maintaining the cultural aspects and viewed as “bearers and prac-
titioners” include date palm farm owners, farmers who nurture the plant,
craftspeople who produce traditional and related products, date traders,
artists and performers of associated folklore like story-tellers and poems,
UNESCO said. The UN body stressed that the date palm has, for centuries,
“played a pivotal role in helping people face the challenges” of their envi-
ronment. In addition, the date palm has “cultural relevance” and its prolif-
eration has demonstrated communities’ engagement in favor of its
preservation. UNESCO said that the date palm, and associated knowledge,
skills, traditions and practices merited a place on the heritage list. In addi-
tion to Kuwait, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman,
Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen
were added to the Date Palm listing. —KUNA

Diplomat hails UNESCO
recognition of Kuwait’s
date palm heritage

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of congratulations to
Chairman of Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Dr Hilal
Al-Sayer, over winning permanent membership in the
Standing Commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
(RCRC), during the 33rd International Conference of the
RCRC, held in Geneva, Switzerland. His Highness the Amir
noted that this victory came to embody Dr Sayer’s efforts
as head of KRCS, which is always on the alert and at the
forefront of initiating humanitarian relief work for the af-
flicted worldwide, without any discrimination. Both His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah ex-
pressed similar sentiments in separate cables.

Dr Sayer was elected on Wednesday as member of the
RCRC  for a four-year term. In a statement following the
election, Sayer said the State of Kuwait maintains out-
standing stances in support of humanitarian action on all
levels worldwide. Kuwait is looking forward to boosting
the activities of the RCRC Standing Commission in the next
period, he affirmed. KRCS was elected as member of the
RCRC in recognition of its role in promoting humanitarian
action, he said, thanking all societies and governments
which voted for Kuwait. He stressed the importance of

Kuwait’s role in humanitarian and voluntary acts, which
gained the world’s confidence, noting that KRCS’s mem-
bership at RCRC shows Kuwait’s humanitarian diplomacy.

Dr Sayer pointed out that Kuwait has always been a
leading country responding to humanitarian initiatives so
as to mitigate sufferings of the victims of the conflicts and
disputes. Kuwait has a wise foreign diplomacy at the in-
ternational arenas, he said, adding that the country catches
the world’s attention in this field so many seeks its human-
itarian support. He said that this election “has brought
about big responsibilities to us.” 

Dr Sayer’s election is a great achievement for the State
of Kuwait, Kuwaiti Permanent Representative at the UN
and International Organizations’ headquarters in Geneva
Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim said. “This achievement is
reflected of Kuwait’s status of a global humanitarian cen-
ter,” he added. He further noted that it was also expressive
of the guidelines set by international humanitarian leader
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah. Ambassador Ghunaim said that Dr Sayer’s en-
rollment in the Standing Commission came after a strong
Kuwaiti effort to gather votes from world nations. Interna-
tional partners were eager to include Kuwait in the com-
mission due to its excellent reputation in the humanitarian
field, he indicated. — KUNA

Amir congratulates KRCS chief on int’l post

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah received yesterday the credentials of the new Japanese and
Pakistani ambassadors to Kuwait Masato Takaoka and Syed Sajjad Haider respectively. — KUNA photos


