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Long 2020 break

Many people have started planning for the
New Year break, which is only two weeks
away. This year the excitement is due to the

calendar that shows Wednesday, Jan 1, 2020 will be
an official holiday on the occasion of the New Year.
But that is not all - because Thursday, Jan 2, will be a
day of rest since it falls between two holidays (Jan 1
and Friday, Jan 3). However, this requires a decision
from the Cabinet. The fourth day, Saturday, Jan 4 is a
day of rest for all workers in the government sector
and some in the private sector.

Holiday is a word with a magic effect for those who
wait for it from time to time to break the state of
boredom and get rid of daily responsibilities and rou-
tines. It serves to recharge one’s energy away from
the stress and to enjoy and relax, which has a great
impact on the psychological, mental and physical
health of humans.

So, this is going to be a long break and I support

all those who will be traveling during this period,
although this is the high season for travel agencies
and usually tickets are pricier and airports crowded.
But this is the season of joy and it’s an exceptional
time for friends and families to get together and share
gifts, smiles and good times. The weather is also
beautiful - cold with a nice breeze in most spots. It’s
snowing too, except we never tend to see this here. 

Some employees cannot stop working for several
days, such as energy workers and cleaners, as well as
workers in shops and markets, as it is also a good
season for sales and people will not stop buying and
eating. In fact, it will increase sales, as the long leave
whets the appetite.

I think there is a culture that we need to change,
which is taking leave before official holidays. Some
take the opportunity to stop working on the pretext
that the system has stopped or take permission for
routine leave before the holiday begins. The matter is
simple, because it is possible for every supervisor to
prevent approving regular leave before the start of
official holidays except for necessity, because this
interruption of several days will not affect the employ-
ee, but is likely to disrupt the interests of people.

For those who will not be traveling, I think the most
important part of the break is evaluating the past and
resetting priorities for the future. Also, the holiday is
not an opportunity to only sleep and eat. Enjoy the
coming New Year and try to forget the pains and
losses of last year.

The weather
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Good morning dear brothers and sisters. In this arti-
cle I would like to continue my previous article
which was about John’s diaries on his visit to

Kuwait. 
As I  mentioned in my recent art icle

[https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/johns-diaries-
on-kuwait/] I was speechless because I could not reply
to John’s queries about unfortunate practices taking
place here. 

While out driving around to show John the sights of
our beautiful country, he noticed many incidents that
sparked his interest. I told myself that I must defend my
position and try to respond to his queries and misunder-
standings about my country even if my replies are not
convincing because I agree with him that there are irre-
sponsible behaviors taking place in Kuwait and they must
be corrected. 

One day we were driving along the beach road towards
the Kuwait Towers and my friend John noticed a lady driv-
ing her car with her infant in her lap. John said: Oh my
God. What is this? How is she driving with her kid in her
lap? Isn’t this a crime? 

I kept silent for a moment then replied to him by saying
(with sarcasm, of course): Well, she loves her kid so much.
That is why she is cuddling and embracing him, even while
she’s driving. She loves him too much to put him in a child

safety seat. Much better to keep him close to her.
I knew for sure that I was totally wrong but what to

say? Nothing. John was unconvinced by my answer and
only shook his head. 

An hour later, John noticed a police car stopping a taxi
which had been driving along, obeying all traffic laws.
John asked: Why was the taxi driver pulled over? 

I said: Well, police here can stop any taxi driver with no
reason just to inquire about his health and whether he is
enjoying the ride and to give him a flower. 

John said wow and laughed.
Later in the day, John noticed that many motorcycle

drivers were not wearing helmets and asked: Don’t those
drivers realize how dangerous it is to drive a motorbike
with no helmets? 

I replied that the weather here is hot and they want to
enjoy the hot breeze and also to be known when flirting
with girls on love street. 

John then saw so many drivers not wearing seatbelts
and wondered whether Kuwait has strict traffic rules
about wearing seatbelts. 

I replied by saying: Yes, we do have strict rules but
many drivers believe the seatbelt wrinkles their uniforms,
therefore, they refrain from wearing it. 

John replied: What an argument!
Finally John noticed kids hanging halfway out of the

vehicle’s sunroof and from windows while their parents
look on. I replied by saying: Those irresponsible parents
want to teach their kids how to go with the wind (Gone
with the wind). 

This will wrap John’s one-week-adventurous trip with
John’s diaries. 

Till the next article insha’Allah.
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IN MY VIEW

John’s diaries on Kuwait: Part II

Mosques are an important part of Kuwait’s urban landscape, with hundreds of beautiful masjids spread across the
country. The Saad Akhu Nahedh Mosque is one of Kuwait’s historical mosques built in 1916. It is located on the Gulf
Road in Sharq near the Free Art Atelier and the Amiri Hospital. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh 


