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Holders Liverpool, Chelsea through to 
Champions League last 16 as Ajax go out

PARIS: Holders Liverpool safely negotiated Tuesday’s
trip to Salzburg to take their place in the last 16 of this
season’s UEFA Champions League while Chelsea are
also through, but Ajax suffered a shock group-stage
exit. Six clubs secured spots in the draw for the first
knockout round in their final group games, with Ajax
and Inter Milan the big names to miss out. Jurgen
Klopp’s side just needed to draw in Austria to keep
alive their bid to retain the European Cup, and they
duly beat Salzburg 2-0 thanks to two goals in two sec-
ond-half minutes, by Naby Keita and Mohamed Salah.

Keita headed in Sadio Mane’s cross against his for-
mer club to put Liverpool ahead in the 57th minute, and
Salah then rounded goalkeeper Cican Stankovic to
score from an improbably tight angle. The result
allowed Liverpool to progress as Group E winners, with
Napoli going through in second place, while Salzburg
are out and drop into the Europa League instead.

“What a team,” Klopp told BT Sport. “What an
effort. It was a tough game.” “We scored two wonderful
goals. We could have scored six or seven which is
crazy. We won the group, we won the game, all good.”

Napoli made sure of their progress by trouncing
Genk 4-0 in Italy with Arkadisuz Milik scoring a first-
half hat-trick, the third goal coming from the penalty
spot. Dries Mertens converted another spot-kick in the
second half to seal the win. There was high drama in
Group H as Valencia beat Ajax 1-0 in Amsterdam,
Rodrigo Moreno’s strike taking the Spaniards through
to the last 16 at the expense of last season’s semi-final-
ists, and leaving their hosts stunned.

Ajax had again been impressive this season but were
left to rue their inability to win either of their two
matches against Chelsea, as Frank Lampard’s team pro-
gressed in second place, a point ahead of the Dutch

giants, thanks to a 2-1 victory against Lille.
Tammy Abraham and Cesar Azpilicueta netted first-

half goals for Chelsea, who held on after Loic Remy
pulled one back for Lille. Chelsea, the 2012 Champions
League winners, finish level on points with Valencia but
come second due to their inferior head-to-head record.

“The Champions League is where Chelsea belong.
We knew it was a tough group. We had to fight and
recover after losing against Valencia at home in our first
game,” Azpilicueta told BT Sport.

Ajax drop into the Europa League along with Inter,
as Antonio Conte’s team contrived to lose 2-1 at home
to a makeshift Barcelona. A win would have taken Inter
through, and they were fancied to get the result they
required as Barcelona left out a host of senior players,
including Lionel Messi, with top spot in Group F
already secured.

Carles Perez gave Barcelona the lead midway
through the first half, but Romelu Lukaku fired in the
equaliser. Inter then missed chances to score a second
and Ansu Fati showed them the way, the substitute net-
ting an 86th-minute winner to stun the home side and
become the youngest ever goalscorer in the Champions
League at 17 years and 40 days.

That record had been held since 1997 by Ghana’s
Peter Ofori-Quaye. Borussia Dortmund needed to bet-
ter Inter’s result and they did so, beating Slavia Prague
2-1 to progress in second. Julian Brandt got their win-
ner after Jadon Sancho’s opener was cancelled out by
Tomas Soucek, with Dortmund holding on after Julian
Weigl was sent off.

Meanwhile, Lyon went through in dramatic fashion in
Group G, coming from behind to draw 2-2 with RB
Leipzig. The Germans were two goals ahead at half-
time thanks to two penalties, one scored by Emil

Forsberg and the other by Timo Werner.
However, Houssem Aouar’s curler gave Lyon hope

just after the break and Memphis Depay levelled mat-
ters with eight minutes left. Leipzig win the group,
while the draw proved enough for Lyon to finish second

because Zenit Saint Petersburg lost 3-0 to Benfica in
Lisbon.

Franco Cervi gave Benfica the lead before a Pizzi
penalty and a Sardar Azmoun own goal, as the
Portuguese side finish third. — AFP

SALZBURG: Salzburg’s Danish defender Rasmus Kristensen kicks the ball during the UEFA Champions League
Group E football match between RB Salzburg and Liverpool FC in Salzburg, Austria. — AFP

DOHA: Fresh from securing their place in the last 16
of the Champions League, Liverpool’s involvement
in the Club World Cup does not begin until next
week but the fight for the right to face Jurgen
Klopp’s men in Qatar starts yesterday.

Competing as champions of the host country,
Qatar’s Al-Sadd — coached by Barcelona great
Xavi Hernandez — entertain minnows Hienghene
Sport of New Caledonia in the tournament’s open-
ing game at the Jassim bin Hamad Stadium.

The winner of that game will advance to a tie
against Mexico’s Monterrey, the CONCACAF
Champions League winners, on Saturday. Whoever
emerges from that match will then be able to look
forward to a plum semi-final against Liverpool on
December 18. While Al-Sadd have a world famous
coach and some notable players — former Atletico
Madrid captain Gabi and the Algeria striker
Baghdad Bounedjah — the story of Hienghene
Sport is a remarkable one.

The amateur side from the French overseas terri-
tory are in Qatar, and dreaming of taking on
Mohamed Salah, Sadio Mane and company, after
winning Oceania’s Champions League in May.

“We have taken a route to get here, and even if it
was at Oceania level, football is a worldwide game
and we are allowed to dream. The dream is the reali-
ty,” said Hienghene coach Felix Tagawa on Tuesday.
Monterrey arrived in Qatar on Monday, giving them
plenty of time to prepare for their opening game on
Saturday, when Asian champions Al-Hilal of Saudi
Arabia will face African champions Esperance of
Tunisia.

Those clubs will play off for the right to meet
Copa Libertadores winners Flamengo in the first
semi-final next Tuesday. That same day, due to their
hectic fixture schedule, Liverpool will be in action
away to Aston Villa in the English League Cup, but
Klopp and his biggest stars will have to skip that tie
in order to come to Qatar to prepare for their Club
World Cup semi-final the following day. That game,
and all matches in the latter stages of the tourna-
ment, will take place at the Khalifa International
Stadium. That is after Qatar postponed until next
year the opening of Education City Stadium, its sec-
ond newly built venue for the 2022 World Cup.

The venue was due to be inaugurated when it
hosted Liverpool’s semi-final, but delays to the cer-
tification of the stadium by the authorities put paid
to those plans. Liverpool have never won the Club
World Cup, although they lost the final in 2005 to
Sao Paulo, and also twice lost the now defunct
Intercontinental Cup, including to Flamengo in 1981.

The last six winners of the Club World Cup have
all been European. However, the last English repre-
sentative — Chelsea in 2012 — lost in the final. This
will be the penultimate tournament in its existing —
and often-criticised — seven-team format before
FIFA’s expanded 24-team Club World Cup starts in
China in 2021.

Recent Club World Cup winners
2018: Real Madrid (ESP)
2017: Real Madrid (ESP)
2016: Real Madrid (ESP)
2015: Barcelona (ESP)
2014: Real Madrid (ESP)
2013: Bayern Munich (GER)
2012: Corinthians (BRA)
2011: Barcelona (ESP)
2010: Inter Milan (ITA)
2009: Barcelona (ESP). — AFP

Minnows dream of 
date with Liverpool 
at Club World Cup

Napoli progress by trouncing Genk 4-0 in Italy

ZURICH: Sepp Blatter, the former president of FIFA, told
AFP yesterday that he had opposed awarding the 2020
World Cup to Qatar, but that he has a “clear con-
science.” Blatter said he is willing to testify to French
prosecutors about the 2010 vote in favour of Qatar.

“If they ask me formally then I think I will go to
France because I have a clear conscience,” said the 83-
year-old who already testified in Switzerland in April,
2017, at the request of the French authorities.

Qatar beat Australia, Japan, South Korea and the

United States to win the vote. However, the result has
been consistently questioned. A three-year-old French
investigation, was recently entrusted to a Paris investiga-
tive magistrate charged with looking specifically for
“active and passive corruption”.

Six months ago, Michael Platini, who was vice-presi-
dent of FIFA and UEFA president at the time, was ques-
tioned about his decision to vote in favour of Qatar. The
investigators are particularly interested in a meeting at
the Elysee Palace in Paris on November 23, 2010, just
over a week before the vote, between French President
Nicolas Sarkozy, Qatari prince Tamim ben Hamad al-
Thani — who became Emir in 2013 — and Platini who
subsequently voted for Qatar.

“When Platini said that he would have voted for Qatar
anyway, especially for the development of football, it is
not true,” said Blatter. “We had a consensus within the
Executive Committee of FIFA, which planned to award
the 2018 World Cup to Russia and the 2022 World Cup

to the United States.
“Everything went well until eight days before the

election when there was this famous dinner at the Elysee.
“Platini phoned me immediately after. He told me: ‘Sepp,
it’s not going to work, we will have a problem for the
election.’ President Sarkozy had asked him, suggested, to
vote for Qatar,” said Blatter, who reported this telephone
conversation to the Swiss judge in April 2017.

“I said to Platini ‘Did he force you?’ He said ‘Not at
all, but when a head of state asks you to do something,
you do it so I will follow and I will take my friends with
me’.” “His friends were the Cypriot Marios Lefkaritis, the
Belgian Michel D’Hooghe who would have voted for
Qatar anyway, his son having already had a post in
Qatar, and the Spaniard Angel Maria Villar. So it made
four voices that tipped the vote.” Blatter, who was oust-
ed from office in 2015, is serving a six-year ban from
FIFA activities because of a separate payment of 2 mil-
lion Swiss francs (1.84 million euros) to Platini. —AFP

Blatter happy
to testify in 
France on Qatar   

LOS ANGELES: Miami’s Jimmy Butler and Bam Adebayo
both posted triple-doubles as the Heat rallied late and
dominated overtime to beat the Atlanta Hawks 135-121 on
Tuesday and remain unbeaten at home this NBA season.
Adebayo scored a career-high 30 points with 11 rebounds
and 11 assists for his first career triple-double — produc-
ing double figures in three key statistical categories.

Butler scored 20 points with a career-high 18 rebounds
and 10 assists for the Heat, who improved to 11-0 at
AmericanAirlines Arena. After surrendering an early lead
Miami trailed 117-111 with less than a minute remaining in
regulation. Atlanta’s Trae Young told the Heat crowd “it’s
over” — but it turned out he spoke too soon.

Three-pointers from Duncan Robinson and Butler tied
it up and the Heat opened overtime with a 16-0 scoring
run. “We’ve got grit,” Adebayo said. “When we go into
that huddle in overtime we know what time it is. We could-
n’t get it done in regular, but we got it done in OT so I’m
happy for that.”

Robinson finished with a career-high 10 three-pointers
on the way to a career-high 34 points.  Kendrick Nunn led
Miami with a career-high 36 points — one shy of the Heat
rookie record — as the hosts notched a third victory over
Atlanta this season.

De’Andre Hunter paced the Hawks with 28 points and
Young added 21. Vince Carter contributed 12 for Atlanta
and in the process became just the fifth player in NBA his-
tory to play in 1,500 games.

Carter, 42, joined Robert Parish (1,611), Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar (1,560), Dirk Nowitzki (1,522) and John Stockton
(1,504) in reaching the milestone.

“You have to be a big time professional,” Heat coach
Erik Spoelstra said of Carter’s longevity. “You have to
commit to your craft and to your body in a way that most
professionals aren’t willing to do.

“You have to go to great lengths to keep yourself
young in a young league ... Then you have to continue to
reinvent yourself.” The Philadelphia 76ers also remained
perfect at home, notching their third straight victory 97-92
over the Denver Nuggets. Sixers big man Joel Embiid
scored 22 points, coolly draining two free throws with 15.3
seconds remaining to seal the victory.

Embiid added 10 rebounds and six assists — with two
steals and a blocked shot — and Tobias Harris added 20
points as Philadelphia improved to 13-0 at home with their
seventh win in eight games.

Will Barton led the Nuggets with 26 points, after
Denver’s top scorer Jamal Murray departed in the first
quarter after a collision with Ben Simmons.

A change of scenery didn’t help the New York Knicks,
who opened a four-game West Coast road trip with a 115-
87 loss to the Trail Blazers in Portland.

Damian Lillard scored 31 points and Hassan Whiteside
added 17 points and 15 rebounds for Portland, who led by
as many as 32 points against Knicks team that lost their
10th straight game. — AFP

EDGAR  CLARK: A Filipino martial artist was pre-
pared to give up his chance of winning a Southeast
Asian Games title because he didn’t want to wear
underpants beneath his traditional loincloth. Crisamuel
Delfin eventually picked up gold for his weapon-wield-
ing anyo routine in the arnis competition, but only after
he was persuaded to wear skimpy underwear to avoid a
wardrobe malfunction on live television.

“In the Ifugao Igorot culture, it’s an insult to the cul-
tural traditions if you wear undergarments under the
loincloth,” Senator Miguel Zubiri, the Philippines Arnis
Federation president, told AFP yesterdayday.

The former world champion said Delfin’s coach had a
long argument with judges who had got their knickers
in a twist, insisting the fighter wore underpants during
his acrobatic routine in case the loincloth fell off and he
was left “completely naked”.

But the coach told them: “Well, I believe my athlete
will just have to be disqualified.” Zubiri said he stepped
in at the Angeles University Foundation venue and con-
vinced the trainer to “work something out”.

“I knew this boy could win gold,” he said. The sena-
tor met with the team and suggested: “Why don’t we
get a thong, like a string bikini brief, or something like
that? “Eventually he agreed to wear it. He was willing
to be disqualified.” Filipino ‘arnisadors’ are fiercely
proud of their country, and the sport that symbolises
their spirit of defiance. Moments after winning gold

with a display of somersaults, flips and war-cries, Delfin
told AFP his feathered headdress was a sign of ferocity
and painted tattoos show a warrior’s accomplishments
and place in society. “Being from the tribes of the
northern provinces, it was very important that I was
able to show my traditional costume and to revive and
rekindle the spirit of being a warrior in the Philippines,”
the 25-year-old said through a translator. 

“I was glad I was to bring out not just the move-
ments, but the emotion and the feeling of being fierce
and committed — the spirit of being a martial artist,” he
said. Meanwhile, the Philippines easily topped the
Southeast Asian Games medal table with 149 golds,
continuing a rich tradition at the regional Olympics
whose flexible sporting programme is usually skewed in
the hosts’ favour.

The Philippines’ best ever haul comes after they
dominated all debut sports at the 30th SEA Games, and
reintroduced their national martial art of arnis whose
only previous showing was in Manila in 2005.

The previous best for the country was a total of 112
golds achieved at Manila 2005, followed by 91 in 1991
— also in Manila. But the Philippines is only following a
trend at the biennial Games, where eight of the last 12
editions have finished with the hosts on top of the
medals table. Bragging rights are with the Filipinos for
now, but with the next edition of the Games in Hanoi in
2021, it would be safe to assume Vietnam will hope to
do one better than their second place this time around
with 97. Home advantage is a factor at many sports
events including the Olympics, where hosts China
topped the table for the first time in 2008 and Britain
rose to third at London 2012. But the effect is especially
marked at the SEA Games, where the Philippines won
just 24 golds at the last edition in Kuala Lumpur in 2017
— as hosts Malaysia unsurprisingly finished top with
144 golds. —AFP

Filipino fighter wins 
SEA Games gold
after underwear row

MANILA: Philippine’s Crisamuel Delfin competes in the non traditional men’s open weapon final in the SEA Games
(Southeast Asian Games) in Manila. — AFP

NBA wins keep Heat, 
Sixers perfect at home


